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EB: I came to Canada when I was seven years old. And I think 

I've broke bread in every province except the Maritimes. 

We came to Winnipeg and we stayed there for a matter 

of two months, then we moved to Sasketchewan. One year 

after we arrived, the rest of my family arrived. And 

we bought a farm, which we farmed for two years. Then 

my father moved to Medicine Hat, , and the family 

sold the farm and followed. We stayed there fromnineteen eight 

until 1910. And then my father~as fed up with the 

Prairies, and he came to Vancouver. Where he worked 

at Powell River in the starting of the mill there. In 

September of 1910, he brought my mother, my younger 

brother and myself to Vancouver. 

SD: He had gone on ahead to make some money? 

EB: Yes. Then, in 1914, I quit school and I went to work for 

the telephone office. I was underage but I worked for 

three months on the switchboard, till they found out my 

age and I was laid off. 

SD: Did you go to work because your family needed your in~ome? 

EB: My mother had a very serious operation in 1911. At that 

time my father was only making $2 for a 10-hour day on 

the city of Vancouver. He was a carpenter with full~it. 

And the hospital expenses and doctors and things like 

that, and I really should not have quit school but it 

was just, next door to us lived three girls that was 
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EB: (cont) operators, and they learnt the book to me before 

I went to work and they thought I was very smart be-

cause I knew everything. Actually it was all I had 

to learn was the actual switchboard and the operation 

of it. So after I was laid off, my father, his ambi-

tion was for me to go to university. But with money 

conditions at home, I didn't want to go. For which 

I'm sorry. So my father said I would either go back 

to school or go back to work. So I got a job in the 

Pioneer Laundry. 

SD: What were the conditions like there? 

EB: We worked ten hours a day, sometimes 60 hours a week. 

For the large sum of $7 a week. We had these conditions 
from 

up until,"l914 till 1918, when we decided to form a 

union. 

SD: Was it mostly young women who worked there? 

EB: A variation. In the department that I was in, mostly 

young women. But on the pressing and the ironing it 

was middle-aged women. 

SD: What exactly were you doing in the laundry? 

EB: I was head folder on the machines. 

SD: It must have been really hot, hard work. 

EB: It was. And, you know, in those days, we didn't wear 

the loose clothing that we do · now, and we wore under-

garments, which was always starched, and a starched 
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EB: (cont) uniform. 

SD: It must have been horrible in the summer. 

EB: In May of 1918, we decided to form our union. We set our 

wages at $13.95. -- Come in 
PAUSE. 
SD: To return, you began to organize in 1914? 

EB: In May. 

SD: And how many people were involved in the initial organ-

izing, and what prompted people to organize 
/ 

a union? 

EB: Well, I think the conditions, the wages, and the hours. 

SD: How did people find out about unionism? 

EB: We had one driver, by the name of Victor Midg~~y, who 

was a driver. And he, with about 10 or 12 of us, talked 

it over. Which I relayed ::o my father, who advised me 

to go ahead. 

SD: So you carne from a pro-union family? 

EB: Yes. 

SD: Were other women there involved in the initial setting-up 

of the organizing? 

EB: Yes, but I can't remember all their names. One woman that 

did help us a lot was Helena Gutieridg~. She helped us 

a lot. 

SD: was she a delegate at that time to the ~rades and Labor 

Council? 

EB: I think she was more of in the secretarial work. She was 

secretary to the ~ngineers. And their president was 
,:;: 
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EB: (cont) women that belonged to the unions towards the 

front to take a more active part in it. 

SD: How did you do that? What kind of campaign did you use. 

EB: Well, we attended their meetings, the Tailors and the 

Tailoresses, we went to the meeting and met the women 

and more or less brought them out that they could do 

something in the labor movement. Which did help. 

SD: What kind of goals did you have? Did you want to see 

women get active as leaders of the unions, or just get 

active in terms of more militancy within your union, 

were there specific women's issues, like the minimum 

wage, that you felt they could fight for? 

EB: Well, in those days, a woman ,did not take a prominant 

outl0ok on life of competing with men. We were more 

or less subservient. But we did help in any way that 

we could. Now I'm not sure whether it was 1919 or 1920, 

it was around that time, but the telephone operators 

were becoming, and feeling that they were not getting 

what they should. The telephone office in those days was 

known by a name. The main office was Seymour. And I 

think there was four other exchanges, by name$. Fairmont 

was one and Kerrisdale was another, and ••• So we 

assisted them there and Seymour struck. Seymour went 

on strike. Which was the main office, it was all the 

businesses and various things. That was where I went. 
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EB: (cent) And we put on two dances. One which we made about · 

$500 at, which we turned over to help the striking 

telephone operators. 

SD: That's a lot of money in those days. 

EB: It was when you considered you paid 50¢ for a dance, you 

know what I mean. 

SD: Was that at the O'Brian hall, by any chance? 
t\.. 

EB: No, we held one in the O'Brivn, and we held one~n the 

Dominion. The Dominion was on, the O'Brian was on the 

corner of Hastings and Homer, and the Dominion was in 

the middle of the block between Homer and Hamilton. But 

our balls was packed. 

SD: Yeah, there must have been at least a thousand people 

there. 

EB: Well, no, the halls were not that big. We had five hundred 

it was so crowded you couldn't dane,e, you know. But a 

lot of it was sympathy. People had bought tickets to 

help the telephone operators out. 

SD: And were they striking around similar issues that the 

laundry workers went out around, wages and working 

conditions and hours of work? 

EB: Yes. They worked long hours too, the telephone opera-

tors. You see, most of the, I don't think the telephone 

operators worked any more than 48 hours, where we worked 

60. But that was long hours. And they were on call if 
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EB: (cont)an operator, three or four operators was off, and 

it was your day off, you were called in. 

SD: Did the telephone operators have a separate local of 

the union at that time? Like just the women operators, 

or were they part of the • • • 
things 

EB: No, I think it was just a general. After that,¥seemed 

to go a long way, we helped organize different ••• 

we organized the canneries. 

SD: Was that the fish canneries, or vegetable ••• 

EB: Fish canneries and ••• all canneries. Then I more or 

less dropped out of union work and I worked up till 

19 -- let's see, about 1939, when the war started. 

SD: Can I ask you some more questions about that • • • 

EB: Yes. 

SD: Were you, it sounds like some of the organizing you were 

doing was, in fact, industrial organizing. 

EB: Yes. 

SD: Now what kinds of attitudes were there between the c(1~ft 

unions and those who tended to support craft unionism, 

and those who would support organizing essentially un-

skilled low-paid workers, like laundry workers, tale
r 

phone work~, and so on. Were there conflicts ? 

EB: No. No, in those days, if you could get a union going 

to help, it didn't matter whether you were an educated 

person, or a lower-paid The support went out 
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EB: (cont) from everybody. You supported everybody that was 

trying to get a union going. 

SD: What kind of positions did you hold in your union? Were 
a 

you on the executive, were you shop steward? 

EB: I was shop steward in the Excelsior, and I was forelady 

for about 12 years. 

SD: And were you on the union executive? 

EB: Yes. 

SD: Were there other women on the executive? 

EB: Yes. 

SD: And were there men and women on the executive? 

EB: Yes. 

SD: How did people see women being in leadership positions 

in the union? What kind of attitudes were theretowards 

that? Did people have trust in women's abilities? 

EB: A lot depended on the gender in the unions. If it was 

strongly a woman's union, like the Laundry workers, that. 

But if it was in the position where the membership was 

par, they just took just an ordinary position or if they 

were brilliant, they stepped up, you know, in it. 

And in 1939, I quit. 

SD: You'd continued to work in the labor movement through 

that whole period of time? 

EB: Well, mor~r less, yes. But in 1939 I quit and stayed 

home a month. The war was on and I felt I had to go 
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EB: (cont) back to work. So I applied for a position in the 

Canada Packer fish packers. (Laug~~.) 

SD: So you became a cannery worker? 

EB: Yes. When I applied, I went down to the head office 

on Campbell Avenue, and the lady said to me, I think 

you have the~bility of being a forelady. So I applied 

can-
for the job of forelady, at the Steveston<:.11rlnery. I had 

to see a gentleman by the name of Mr. Lee, who I thought 

might be Scotch but he was a tall, Chinese chap. And 

he was almost horrified at me applying for this position. 

SD: Why? 
think 

EB: He didn'tvthat I would fit into it. I stated that I 

knew nothing about it, I woul4have to work for a week, 

till I would know what was expected of me in correcting 

the girls or ••• I worked for three days, and he asked 

me how I would like to go in as mother to the boarders. 

They had a boardinghouse out there and they wanted some-

body to look after it, more or less a mother type. I 

forget what my wages was going to be but they werefrabulous 

to what I had received in my life, so I accepted. Mr. Lee 

was very, he as he was leaving the factory he said he 

couldn't see me going around with an apron and gumboots 

on0put somebody had told me to go to the CPA Repair 

Depot, and apply for a job as matron. Which I thought would 

be better because in Steve~on it meant that I was away 
j, 
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EB: (cont) from my home, I had little time off, and when 

I did it was a long way to come into Vancouver? 

SD: Did you.have children then? 

EB: I wasn't married. So I went down and applied for the 

job. Mr. Thompson the personnel manager immediately 

accepted me. When I went down to apply to the Unem

ployment, they refused on account of my age, I was in 

my early '40's. So I went back and he went round and 

told them whether they liked it or not he was taking 

me on. So I started with the CPA Repair Depot. 

SD: Did the, because it was during the war, were you re

fused the job by unemployment because of the Selective 

Service regulations ? . . 
EB: Yes, it was the Selective Service. At that time they 

only had one shift on, so Mr. Thompson asked me if I " · 

would work in the plant until the shifts were organized. 

And I said yes. I went into the paint shop. I had the 

big job of going around the rivets with a paring 

knife, for two days. Then I went in as a matron, on 

the afternoon shift. 

SD: ~vhat did a matron do? 

EB: Th~atrons was to see that the girls did not smoke, that 

they had their turbans on before they came out of the 

washroom, that they did not loiter in the washrooms. If 

a girl was sick you took her out to the hospital. Any-
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~- Tape 1. Sic3e II. 

SD: How did people see the women who were working there, in 

the industrial situation, were they seen primarily as 
war 

temporary workers who'd come in for~industry, or had 

they been there before the war? 

EB: No, this was just, the CPA Repair Depot was organized 

at the beginning of the war. 

SD: So it was particularly a war industry? 

EB: Yes. 

SD: And did it collapse after the war was over? 

EB: No it went ahead, then they closed down. We was situa-

ted in Boeing's area, in fact, on their grounds. 

SD: I know there were quite a few Boeing workers who were 

women . . . 
EB: Yes. 

SD: 1 • •• ' and who im. fact were involved with the union. 

EB: Yes. Boeing's had a place on Pender street, too, down 

near the park,.· but it was just a small repair. 

SD: Earlier, before the war, were you involved at all in 

the unemployed struggle? 

EB: No. Qur union laundry had more or less gone dead. 

SD: When was that? 

EB: Oh, I would imagine it started in the ••• more or less 

in the Depression days? 

SD: Was that Excelsior? 

EB:~No, the Excelsior went broke. 
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SD: And then the union laundry that ~ou had been working 

at, that was organized? 

EB: ~es, yes. So that more or less took the union away, 

when that went broke, the other unions were not organ-

ized. And that's why we began to go down, but I think 

they have now a very sr:rong union. 

SD: In that early period of, I guess, 1918-1919, who did 

the organizing? Were political organizations, such as 

the Socialist Pa~, or other Socialist forces, involved 

in organizing workers? Or were the Wobblies involved? 

EB: No, no, they weren't~ 
spectrum 

SD: What was the political of the trade union 

movement then, were people in support of the Liberal 

Party? 

EB: Yesi,I think the old parties was quite strong then, 

but, the Socialist movement was starting. 

SD: How were those early unions structured? Were there 

elected shop stewards? 

EB: Yes. 

SD: And when people were organizing, did people come in 

and teach you how to organize a union, what kind of 

structures to create? 

EB: We always had somebody fro,a stronger union, mostly 

male, that would come in and sit in on our meetings. 

And then if we proposed something that they didn't 
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EB: (cont) a common thing, to get out on your own. It was 

beginning the starting of it then. 

SD: What happened to ·women after the First World War, were 

many women brought into industry during th~First World 
later 

War and thenvlaid off? 

EB: Yes. Laid off, when the industries more or less closed 

down, like, you see why. 

SD: And what kind of reaction was there to that by the 

women? 

EB: Well I think we, we took it as a natural thing. The 

jobs that a woman went in to do, were being closed out. 

So they just took it natural that they, they weren't 

being uh, what's the word, they weren't being,separated 

away from labor, it was just that the conditions was 

that way. 

SD: This is the story of an event that took place during 

the Laundry Workers' strike. 

EB: IDt's just come to my mind that, the injustice of· some 

of our courts. An event happened with a girl that 

worked in one of the laundries, and 8he walked with a 

limp. One evening she was coming down Richard Street 

when some of the picketers met her and they started to 

holler1 and carry on. And she ran up the steps~and into 

the Holy Rosary. Amongst the picketers was a driver, 

a laundry driver~ He went up about four steps and 
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SD: The courts generally were quite anti-labor then. Are 

there other stories that you can think of, were they? 

EB: We aad very littlEEa11C _1 for the police and things like 

that. The girls observed the ruling, I know I had been 

picketing over at the Peerless Laundry and came across 
.to 

Granville Bridge, and was going down the Cascade. I 

went down and there was a policeman walking round there. 

But I didn't see him. But some girl came out on the 

fire escape, which was over the sidewalk, and emptied 

a teapot, which nearly hit me, and I called up to her 

and told her a few things. And from nowhere this police-

man arrive~, and accused me of causing a disturbance, 

and told me that he had told me there was to be no 

hollering. I tried to tell him that I'd only just 

arrived there, and I said if that girl came down here, 

I said, I would show her what I would do. But we had 

a haven. In the lane eehind the Cascade Laundry was a 

vacant lot, owned by a private ownership, which they 

turned over to the laundry workers. The union men, of 

various unions, put up a shanty for us. Because we 

struck in the worst time of the year, from September 

to January. we had ~tove and a coffee pot and things 
there 

like that, but we could get invand get warm and still 

go baCk on picket. So I knew if I could get onto this 

here lot, the policeman couldn't take me off without 
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EB: (cent) picketers was coming back from the Peerless. 

They didn't have money for carfare so they walked. Some 

·of them were on the bridge and coming onto Granville, 

the other half had crossed over and was going down 

Pacific towards the Star and Pioneer. And they started 

to yell. I was on the corner of Pacific and Granville, 

I was not in the • . . some man and he came along and 

he said to me,"You're an innocent bystander, .. and I 

said, 11 In a sense I'm still one of them ... And there was 

a shot on the corner and he pulled me in, and he said, 

"Get in here, here comes the police." And they took 

in about eight, but the judge didn't, ¥hey had to appear 

before a court and I went to go to hear the court hear

ing, and they wouldn't let me up. The police barred 

me from goigg up. Of course, I think they knew me, like, 

and knew I was on the executive and things like that, 

and they said, "The case is going to get thrown out 

anyway. 11 And in about fifteen minutes the girls came 

down with a reprimand from the judge to act like ladies 

instead of hooligans. (laughs) 

SD: Were the women pretty militant, it sounds like they 

were quite militant? 

EB: The girls? 

SD: The girls on strike, yeah. 

EB: Well, it was something new, it was a novelty. You see, 
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EB: (cont) first of January, of 1919, the minimum wage 

came in and they brought in the amount that we had 

gone on strike for. So the Executive and the Trades 

and Labor figured there was no sense in staying out, 

we had gained because we had brought this in, it was 

the opening of going for other minimum wages. 

SD:Do you feel that the~ reason they brought in that 

minimum wage law was because of • 
it 

EB: Well, they had startedvabout a year ago, before, but 

they had done nothing about it, like all the commissions 

now they take about a year before they turn the first 

page. And this was, they were just holding back on it. 

And of course this laundry workers' strike brought 

the climax, they had to do something. 

SD: Did the workers lose their positions? Like if they 

hired scabs in their places, did you all get your jobs 

back? 

EB: Well, the scabs more or less, they dwindled away. 

SD: And the union workers went back? 

EB: Yes, and we went back toPur old jobs, like. 
j 

SD: Did people sustain their union mem:bership? 

EB: Oh yes, yes. Oh, yes. And when I started in the Union 

Laundry, and I told my father that I had got up to the 

job there, he told me I had to quit. That there was 

other girls that needed the job worse than I did~, I 
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EB: (cent) wasn't going short of anything. And I told him 

I wouldn't. So he said, "Well, you can keep your over-

time pay, but your ~13.95 will get paid back into that 

union to help some girl that needs it." And from the 

middle of October until the first of January I got what 
my other, 

overtime I made, butvthe $13.95 was paid back into the 

union to help somebody out. My father was a very 

strong union man. 

SD: So did you grow up with pro-union kinds of ideas in 

your family? 

EB: Yes. 

SD: How about your mother, how did she see your union 
g.-, 

"lictivities? 

EB: Well, my mother was that way too. Because, this was 

my stepfather. My own father was a union. man, but my 

stepfather was also very strong, they were both steve~ 

dores in the old country. My father died six months 

before I was born, and my mother married about a year 

after. So the only father I ever knew, was my step-

father. Who to me, they threw away the pattern when 

he was born. He was a wonderful man. And he advised me 

in many, many thing~f life and •• though my own 

father, ·that would be in '98, 1898, there was a dock<> 

strike. And when he cam~ome my mother said to 
h' 
·him,"aow 

did it go?" And he said, "It didn't go. II He said, "When 
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EB: (cont) you get them all of one mind, you will get them 

all of one side, and that will be never." And it 

" prove1 it today, you don't get mankind all one size. 
I 

And you get a group that can't pound sand, and they can't 

see the betterments that is being done for them. So therefore 

you don't get them all of one mind. But the labor move-

ment was just beginning to start, in about 1897 and '8~ 

SD: Here in Vancouver, you mean. 

EB: No in the old country. Vancouver, Canada wasn't organized 

then. 

SD: Where exactly were you born? 

EB: I was born in North Woolidge, a suburb of London. That's 
famous 

where the~Woolid:ge arsenal was that they tried to block 

so much during the war. 

SD: Right. 

END OF TAPE 
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EB: (cont) vote and things like that. 

SR5: You just didn't want to get involved in the actual 

movement because you didn't have time. 

EB: Well, we did support them in a sense, like, you know 

what I mean, they knew that if it came to any crisis, 

that we would be behind them. 

SD: The labor movement, though, had different positions on 

w9men voting, I know at one point that they supported 

women having suff:rage, I think that was in 1914, and 
And 

then at another point they were opposed to it. VI wondered 

if there was much discussion. 

EB: I think it might have been this way: you never thought 

of a woman becoming a politician. And, you know, the 

men had brains in those days, too, and they could look 

for the future. And whether it was in their minds, that 

some women could be educated, that they could step into 

their positions · .. · . . in the .Parliament. 
-_1'\,i 

~S'Ri Did you have any feeling that the women who were in 

the Sufferage movement, the middle-class women, sort 

of looked down on the working women? 

EB: No, I don't think so. I don't think so. 

SR: It was just a feeling then, of having your own work 

to do. 
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EB: Yes. Yes, and I think they realized, too, that, as I 

said, if there had been any crisis, that we had to 

declare ourselves, that we were behind them. And they 

realized t~at, that what we were doing, was more or 

less ~elping them, too. Because we were trying to 

bring a woman into her equal rights. 

fi~: I've heard a lot of things about that period of time 

that the middle-class women did some kind of reforming 
working 

things that the actualvwomen didn't necessaTily agree 

with, like conaitions in factories, and they were con-

cerned withthe moral well-being of the girls in the 

factories. Do you have any comment on that?' 

EB: No, I don't think so. 
·~H9ugh 

SD: Were there women's clubs goingvin Vancouver that were 

mostly for I guess middle-class women that did support 

work around working women, like, I know in the '30's, 

there were special clubs set up for unemployed girls 

that came from middle-class women's organizations, 

like the YWCA 

EB: Oh, yes, yes. 

SD: What kind of role did the YWCA and temperance people 

EB: Well, I don't think there was too much of it. Mind 

you, the YWCA was very strong. Cause we joined it, 

the Excelsior girls joined it. And we had some good 

times with that, I learned a lot through the ••• but 
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EB: (cont) event of a strike. Which was very much against 

my principles. 

S.R: Did it feel dangerous in the early period to be a union 

member or to start a .union, like did -people get fired 

a lot for that or • • • 
weren't 

v 
EB: No, it was not compulsory. You a union shop. Now, 

in the Excelsior laundry, you had to join the uniiDn. 

s::R: Was that something that the union got in after J\\.rike? 
the 

EB: Well you see' the Excelsior started during _ strike. 

It started up as a union laundry, you see. And we didn't 

force.them to but they thought when they came in, we 

would talk to them, and they would automatically join 

the union. But the other laundries, when the strike 

-,was over, yot1Han't have to join it. 

s.R: So people didn't really feel threatened . . . 
EB: Oh, no, oh, no. 

s;Rc Like you mean in the Excelsior, I meant :Just to be in 

a union, they weren't scared .. to lose their jobs? 

EB: Oh no, no, no, no. They weren't jeopardized in any 

way because they belonged to a union. 

&"R: I know there was no:,legislation at that/time to protect 

your right to be ~n.a.union. 

EB: No, no, there wasn't. But, of course, when we first 

started out there was so few union people, you know 

what I mean. And the companies didn't see where we 
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EB: (cont) the city, and they used to take and drop me off 

at the laundry and then my father would go on to work, 

and my father insisted upon being in 15 minutes be-

fore, so that he could get ready for his men coming 

in. And so it meant that I was in the IXL about 20 

minutes to eight. And we used to change our top 

clothes and put on our white uniforms, and I would 

be ready to start, I would start my machine up about 

5 to eight. And there came a time when we had to 
Side II: 

work overtime. And I safl, "Yes we will work overtime, 

on conditions we got paid for it." Oh, we would get 

get paid for it, we would get paid for it. When the 

pay came along, we didn't get paid for it. So I went 

to the owner, and said that I expected my overtime. 

And he looked at me kind of blank. And he said, "When 

you come in and punch the cloc)c before eight o'clock, 

you don't get your overtime." I said, "Mr. Courtney, 

you keep a record of our II ~Oh, yes," he said, 

11 0h yes.{! Of the punched clock." I said, "You go over 

it and if I am late, since I've been working for you, 

if I've been late," I said, "you have a right to dock 

me." About a half an hour afterwards he came back and 

he said, 11 No, you varied by about three minutes. You're 

, 
in herefbefore quarter to eight." And I said, "Therefore," 

4 

I said, "You can't dock me." I: said, "When I got paid, 
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EB: (cont) for the time that I • II I'd worked overtime, 

but the other girls didn't. And the following week 

I said, 11 I got a two dollar raise, 11 which was a lot of 

money. But you see actually it wasn't their fault, 

we were four blocks from the nearest streetcar, you 

could have a tie-up with them, or else your transfer 

didn't transfer on the right time. So a lot of it was 

transportation, but o~ourse, as I said to my father 

about it, he said, "Leave 15 minutes earlier." And 

it's right, you know what I mean. And they did lose 

their -- and if they worked overtime after that, they 

didn't get paid for it. But I did. 

SD: Did the union fight for them to get paid overtime? 

EB: Well our union then was silent. 

SD: Quiet, or just really weaR? 

EB: Well, they didn't seem to bother with it. But I know 

when I was working for the Star, they had a forelady 

i 

in there that didn't like me. She thought maybe in 

the future I might take her job. And she threw all the 

dirty work at me that she could. And they put a lot 

through,a02oat.. And they put in on top speed. And when 

that is finished, they put a piece of canvas through, 

so that it falls on top, this is one lot, you see? They 

put the canvas through, and it falls here and it starts 

a new lot, so that you know that • • • And, we had been 
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EB: (cont) call 'stringing'. Well, I hadn't done it for 

years, and on Saturdays we used to quit at 11 o'clock, 

part, one machine would go 11 to 11 ~' 30 and then from 

11 to 12, so's we could have our lunch and still keep 

going, like. And we went for lunch and I came back 

down and somebody said, asked me if I'd put some string 

on the machine. And I said, "No, that's not my job, 

it's Georgie's." And they said she'd got fired. And 

I thought they said she got tired, I said, "Well, it's 

too bad about her. I'm tired too." And they said, "No, 

she got fired, 11 and they fired her, why I don't know. 

She got fired. 

s R: How often did you get paid, were you paid every week? 

EB: Every week. Once a week. 

SR: And so you worked six day weeks or five and a half? 

EB: Saturday was, you hever knew how long you were gonna 

work. You worked untiUthe work was finished, you know 
! 

what I mean. Sometimes it would be one o'clock, some-

times it might be three. It depended what they had. 

But you never worked any later than four. But when I 

worked for the Pioneer, theGranS Trun~oats used to 

dock around eight o'clock at night, and they left on 

Monday night. If the holiday was a Monday, we had to 

go back, about nine o'clock on a Saturday night, and 

we would work until just before 12 o'clock, \'le were 
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EB: (cont) not allowed to work after 12 on account of the 

Lora's Day act. We went back and we got the large 

sum of 25¢ for those three hours. 

SD: That's incredible. What year was that? 

EB: That would be, round 15-16. Course men were working 

in the mills, you know, for 15¢ an hour. Of course we 

used to think it was fun to go back, you know at nine 

o'clock, you know what I mean, being out on Granville 

street waiting for your streetcar, that was something 
c: 

(laughs). 

SD: When you worked in these laundries, it was like a piece-

work system, wasn't it, in a sense? 

EB: No, not exactly. In latter years it got more to the 

piece\'llOrk. 

S~: Did you ge~like the basic salary, $7 a week, plus a 
! 

bonus for extra work? 

EB: No, only, as I say, like Labor Day always comes on a 

Monday. Well, that meant the Saturday before Labor 

Day, we'd have to go in and do the laundry for that 

boat so she could sail on Labor Day. So she wouldn't 

be tied up in port. 

SD: You described earlier when we were talking, ~ituation 

where they brought in somebody to speed up the workers 

on the line, and to give them bonuses for speeding 

up, was it? 
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EB: (cent) we received a bonus. Number one machine was 

so worn out with the one week of trying to get this 

here competition, that they tired themselves, and 

number.two stepped up. And number two kept on that 

they always received a bonus, we never went at a straight 

wage, we were our wages and a bonus. But I personally 

did not agree with it. The girls were working to their 

capacity, and therefore it was, the speedup was only 

for the benefit of the company. But it made you think. 

That you had to fight for your own rights or else you 

were gonna be put down by speed, not only in the laundries, 

in other places. 

SD: You described how you in~act advised the workers not to 

speed up. 

EB: Yes, I did. The girls who were working with me were many 

years younger than myself, and at lunch time when we 

were talking this over, I advised them that we would 

not compete, that this was just a one-week event, and 

at the end of that week, '"'e would come back to normal, 

we would be able to compete honestly, with no favors 

from the boss of getting a certain class of work. And 

I advised them to just keep on our natural speed, which 

we did. And~number onei.found out their mistake, what 

they had done. 
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SD: And the bosses, what they offered to people was a dinner 

and a corsage, right? 

EB: Yes, the prize for the competition was a dinner in the 

Vancouver Hotel with a corsage. 

SD: A bit of a one-shot deal. 

EB: Yes. 

SD: Speaking of the worst that's paid. Another question I 

had was, what happened after the laundry workers' strike? 

~Vhat happened to that union? Did it sustain itself 

either through individual memberships or did it actually 

go on to build locals, or did it more or less fall apart 

after you had lost the strike? 

EB: Well, we retained our union for two and a half years 

and then it began to drop away, but many of our members 

still held their union card. The union was still there 

but not in the strength that it was. Buythose of us 

that remained, still worked to help other unions and 

give advice where we could. 

SD: Was it ever rebuilt? 

EB: Yes. It .was rebuilt in the early '40's, I think. 

SD: Right, there was a strike in Nanaimo, in fact. A rather 

famous strike, I think in '·4-8' or ' 49. 

EB: Yes, yes, it came back. 
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EB: Oh, we got backups, yes. 

SD: In what form, would people go and talk to them, or 

EB: Well, we would, as I say, we would try and get two or 

three of the employees that we could talk to. Then we 

would have a meeting of them, a general meeting of the 

workers. And then the organizers, the professional 

organizers, would go, come in and talk to them and 

everything like that. And then they would form the 

union. 

SD: And were there ever women who worked on those kinds of 

organizing committees? 

EB: Yes, you see, in some places they have different trades. 

And if one was organized, then they would try and get 

the other workers in there, either to come in with them 

or else form their own. 

S~: I have a whole list of names that I'~ like to ask you if 

you knew any of these women. Did you know Polly Bris

bane of the Waitresses? 

EB: Yes. 

s.~ You did? I have down· here that she was one of the people 

who went to see the Minister of Labor, and she was a 

friend of Helena Gutteridge's? 

SD: No, Helena Gutterid~e. She was • • • Polly Brisbane knew 
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Tape 3. Side I. 

SD: What happened in the '20's? What kind of shift did you 

see in the labor movement from, I guess that early 

period when you were involved in, you know, 1917-1918 

through the 20's. Was there a fall in militancy and 

rnembership 1in the labor movement, or did people con'" 

tinue to be active in it? 

EB: They still kept on their activities, but with regards to 

getting out and trying to form new ones, they more or 

less were at a standstill. 

SD: Why was that? Do you have any ideas? 

EB: Whether.it was corning back, with the return men corning 

back, the disruption of ":he men from the military life 

to civilian life, I don't know. 
un 

SD: So that would also probably have a fair impact on "organ-

ized women workers, I guess, it would mean there weren't 

real attempts to organize them. 

EB: Yes, yes. 

SD: Another questionvwas w~at happened during the Depression 

when the Depress ion (hit.- Did most women leave 

their jobs, or lose their jobs, during the Depression? 

EB: Oh, no, oh no. They didn't lose their jobs. But of 

course there was no work for anybody. But if you had a 

job you weren't laid off because you were a woman. In 

fact, in some places, where they could replace a woman~ 
I 
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EB~ (cont) a man ~,dth a ~"'oman, it ,,,as done. 

they could pay lower wages, or ••. 

SD: So how did the tr-ade union movernent react, \Alas there a 

call for 1 pay for women? 

EB: No. You see you b.ad no power in Depress u had 

no po'.•'er in anything. If you a j 

Star Laundry d the Depress 

and highest pay I ever took home for a week was $10. And 

you see, people before wo be sending out laundry. well 

'"''hen they l'lad nothing coming in they \•Jere doing their 

So the re there wasn 1 t the work. but we still 

had to put our 48 hours in. We might sit re r an 

hour and a half and have no work. But the st ~~.'ages 

I ever took was $10. Mind you, I was a millionaire, to 

SD~ '1'\i'hat kind of impact did it have on the co:mmunity that 

you were in, when the unemployed men began to organi2e 

, around around their r 

and 
insuranc'~' aga t the workcamps. Do you remember that? 

EB: Noa not pa cu r. 

SD: Another quest I had whi was the earlier pe 

was. what kind of impact did Russ n Revolution 

have on le ,·in Vancouver? Vias it that 
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SDz (cent le talked about a t? 

EB: No,. no. They were nothing else but a btmch of Bols 

But, you, a union person looked on it in 

a different light. looked on it from the human 

means, but I do 

admire some of the Russian ways. Of their education. 

If you haven't got money, and you have the abili 

your education goes further. 

SR: Were people talking about that kind of thing at that 

timeq ju:,rt af'cer the Russian Revolution? 

EB: Well. they were talking that at least the peep 

a sla\Je. 

~.e1ere, and have got to admire the people of Russia, 

the that they ve come, because 17, they 

no educat 1 they had nothing. A,nd nm·,1 ·they have 

ugh t the vm rk people , and educated 

they're one of our legion nations. And to think that, 

you what I mean, they were living in mud huts 

and the life wasn 1 t worth anything. 

SD: any of the gains that women made in Russia have an 

t here? Did people know about the fact that the 

l ? BREAK IN TAPE 

SD: Some were ta about the Russ Revol What 

was, whether peep that wom.en 

h'On there. or a·t t, in the 
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SD: (cant) tion, and changes in the ma code and 

these kinds of things. Whether people Canadac 

~bout it. whether it had an effect on 

EB: Only I think s to the labor movement, that 

an interest in e kind of things. But the gen-

eral public. they had to get a t on an equal to the 

, before they began to realize how Russia 

had changed. 

SD: So people in the community didn't start calling labor 

unions, like, a bunch of ~eds. or 

EB: Oho , oh yes, we were called Reels. And if you didn't 

thi some people ulc1 call u Bolshev-

u know what I mean, but it was just one ear 

and out the other. 

SD: At that time I guess the t Party <,~as beg 

to form in Canada. 

EB: Yes. 

SD: What kind of impact d that have in the labor move-

ment, the fact that there were a .c ~ gx:oup 01- peopLe 

rted the Russian Re 11t.ion? 

EB: It did n 1 t a take ~.;i th the r rnovement. 

EB: Well, we have a freedom here. which is not in Russ 

They have freedom to a certain extent. But th 

got the freedom t we can go out and e a pa 
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EB: (cent) and be open about it. They don't. And they 

are subordinant to their lords and masters yet, over 

there. But, no, the labor movement -- some labor unions 

did cater to them. But the majority of them didn't. 

SD: This was in the early period? 

EB: Uhm hmn. 

SD: So your period of activity within the trade union move

ment was 1914 to the 1920's? 

EB: About that. 

SD: And when you began to be less involved, why was that? 

Was it because of the general conditions of the Depression, 

or • • • 

EB: Well, as I say, our union had b~gan to fade, we weren't 

predominant. 

SD: Were there women's organizations for working women other 

than union~ in that early period of time? 

EB: No. I think the reason for that was, we have a different 

mode of living now. As I say there, a woman, when. I 

was a girl growing up, was considered a mother and a 

housewife, and a housekeeper. And that was mostly what 

women worked at, if they were out working it was either 

as a servant or a housekeeper, or something like that. 

But you see as our education changed and things like 

that, women"'s minds became broader to the-

more alert to the ways and the needs of the world. And 
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EB: (cont) that's when they started, too, to really come 

into the chan9ing of it. 

SD: So you feel that it was women's own psychology that 

kept them out of the • • • 

EB: Yes, I think so. Because what I mean, no mother if she 

w 
had to children, would think about going out to work. 

SD: Well, there wasn't any childcare, I guess she couldn't4 

EB: No, and that, and there wasn't the opportunities of 

j.obs for women. There was in t:he canneries, you know 

what I mean, and the laundries. The waitresses, and 

the tailoresses. Chambermaids, hotel workers. But 

that was the extent. 

SD: There wasn't a big service sector'·like now of white 

collar workers. 

EB: No, and even in your offices, women weren't predomi-

nant which they are today. Most all of the, even 

their clerks were men. It wasn't a woman's world 

at all. A woman's world was in her home, and I think 

the only time a woman went out to work was if her hus-

band took sick as a breadwinner, or i£ she was left 

a widow. 

SD: Did the employers use that at all to either counter 

uniorybrganization or to try and control the women? 
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EB~ No, I don't think so~ 

SD: They d n't refer to woroen's place as ing in the 

home in order to * 

EB: Oh no, oh no. ! 3 d say, they didn•t have no call for 

it. because there 1.;as very fc:n,y married women that 

went out. If they did it was through a misfortune 

that they had to go out. But the majority of women, 

they had enough-- and of course a woman in those days 

had enough to do to keep a home because it was a 

cc 
vacuum c 

i 
rs, or anything 1 

h. we dian•t have no 

that~ And we ha.d 

no dryers, your ironing was a 11 • e • I knm.\f t.he 

when I got work. the first t.hing I bought my mother 

rst. 

and I paid a dollar and a half for it, a who dollar 

and a lfe for an electric iron. And I bought it 
tho t 

for her for Christmas~ Nm-.' yeu ""ould: 1 Ve that 

I'd a her a Rolls Royce. She thought it was 

so '.:JOnderful t she had an electric iron. that 1 s 

how, that was in .•• about 1915. 

SD~ Did peep generally have phones in their own homes 

1915 around? 

SD: Just mostly inesses,G 

EB: Bus1nesses, and the odd person would have the phone 

in. 
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SD: When did that begin, that most people had phones? 

EB: Well, let's see, we went to ••• Wall street in 19 

I would say. t after the first war. after -1918~ 

SD: 11ou1d t affect the the public would see the 

telephone workers? 

EB: I think so. And you ur telephone then was very 

"to 11. But ~ve moved to Renfrew and Wall street, 

and there 'va,s no c light and 

mother had a rt condition and we had 

garo then. And I said to my Dad. ~'You 

knmv, if r ever takes an attack, and we've 

to s ana ligh·t one of things " So I 

rs off from vm to look after 

rm:J,ther 1 and I went do,,m to the B.C. Electric. 

would put it in because could run it across Ya 

you know what I mean, but we to $50 for a pole. 

,-. 
? out, and we got the electric light 

So then I said to my ~ "You !} tead of 

doctor, don 1 t '>~'Ve get phone in?!' "We' 11 get 

the phone in.lj \'Jell I i'Jent dovmand ed for it. 

and, could connect , and I think, now, I 

:may be but it was beb4·,o;en $30 and $40 that i"'e 

ha.d to tc al the te 
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EB: (cent) to hook up on t pole, and I sa 

to that man, "Goodness me," I said, "We just pa $50 

for that pole to get the electric light in." He sa 

"The moment the electric light 'V;as sparked into that 6 " 

he said, "'that's a B .. C. electric pole~ That's not 

yours." And then about three months aften;,~ard, 

put the elect and down ,,;ent the ephone. 

Bui: a telephone those days \<Va,., a luxury. You•d really 

stepped up into a higher bracket. li th a te 

SD: So during the strike. then, .people wo not see it as 

one of their se ces that they needed being taken away 

from • but instead they sa¥v ., 
~L as iness and 

EB: No9 didn't. You see, and ·the reason 

Seymourn Seymour \•tas in the area of the business, it 't''as 

right dm·mtown, u see, it was only about a block from 

Hudson Bay. and it 'VIas a business there And that 1 s 

the ones, that, they figured by pulling them out it was 

to effect. 

SD: Did the btl.S ssmen in the ci support the s D then? 

against it? 

EB: Ne 11, t it. in a sense. But the telephone 

g ls got it. Course , linesman and the irrnen, 
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EB: (cant) they were in the union, so they more or less 

helped the girls along, you see, to organize. But 

again, there was p.o compulsory union, you see. 

SD: When did closed shops begin to come in, was that not 

until the late '30's and '40's? 

EB: Urn, yes, that came in pretty well after the D~pression, 

when things began to pick up. 

SD: You mentioned earlier that some of the logging camps 

had family camps? 

EB: Yes. 

SD: Can you describe what those were? Did you ever live 

in one? 
only 

EB: No. That's one thing I regret. I~ad the 17 years of 

married life with Mr. Barber, and he liked a family camp. 

And my mother and father was alive, and his mother was 

alive. The rest of our family was all over on Vancouver 

Island. And then it was travel by boat. And one of us 

had to be here, in case so~hing happened to one of them. 

So, therefore, I couldn't follow him, but I would have 

loved to have followed him into the camps, cause I like 

camp life. I like the outdoors. But they, the family 

camps is where you might have a dozen families living 

in the camp, around the camp, and that was why a first 

aid man working in those got more money, because he 
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E.B: looked aft~er the too. If they had 

mumps breakout, you know what I mean, he isolated 

And if a child was hurt. ' . ' ne v.Jas JUSt:, looked 

after them because most camps, family camps, are iso
very 

lated. There 1 s that can't got .by road, 

now. But in those d it was just over a corde 

road. lmd them in and out~, 

And I we had a case of mumps in one Gamp, 

an.d in 1 .t:: - ~ nere .La.nu cam.ps, 

then they have a bedroom of ce, two beds 

in it, where they can put in theme And this 

boy had the so of course he's natural isola. ted. 

And another boy said that, Doag said to hirn. 1'1ii7ell ~ 

u'd better go , too." Well am argu-

y and las said to 11~ " 

got the superintendent there and he s 

hands of him." He sa , "He v\/On 1 t 

treatment~·~ and he sa , HHe' 11 have to suffer the con·-

sequences, if there is any consequences." And the kid 

said "c do you mean?" 11, "he sa a "that 

can go dm"m on u .• 11 And he "You can become 

steri A no the d He d 1 t take 

treatment, he •.110 1 t stop ·work and things lik:e ·that, 

and course h all rest of 

from cup~ to take 
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EB: (cont) and that they didn't drink, to keep away from 

the germs as possible. And this one boy that he put 

in bed, two weeks afterwards he was out working again, 

you see. But the other one, they had to ship him off 

to St. Paul's or something like that, he became sterile. 

SD: You also mentioned that your husband would have to 

1 '" 't"? earn, I guess, matern1 y · 

EB: Maternity, yes. 

SD: What would that involve? 

I 

EB: Well, you see, in the married quarters, you see, married 

camps there would be pregnant women. And instead of 

having to send them off to hospital, he would deliver. 

Mind you, he always said that, in an emergency, he knew 

what to do • . But I think the company, it war::: the 

~ompany, wanted it so that they would be more or less 

covered !With him having the training, to do it. 

Because, you see, every woman that went out there, they 

. ./ . 
used to have to takethem to Tof1no , they had to 

take 'em out by plane. So it meant that Douglas had 

to go in on the plane. He'd lose a day's work, come 

back on the next plane. That was costing ·money, you 

see, where she could have had it in her own home, you 

know what I mean, and been looked after. They'd have 
in and 

had a camp woman there, you know, thati would go: look 

after the family and things like that. 
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SD: Was that in the late '40 1 s? 

EB: That \vas in 55. But I think where he gained a lot 

of his knowledge was even from hie father i~ 

mhe ting it, because his father d months after 

he \Nas horn, no 9 six weel;;.s. But any•,.Jay, when he went 

to in 1\lorth Van , he had a boss there. 

and he was g·o for a doctor, in Saskatchewan. 
days 

And during Depression there was no money. so he had to 

it up. But he had rnt enough to be a school~ 

-teacher. a s lteacher, but 

had got this • of three of medical~ you 

see. £,nd that Do s a lot, too. And then 

course, th Douglas being overseas in 

Tvorld War, nothing repelled him or anything like ·that, 

an accident, t I mean. Even 

might it e he co !.lld ~,va it 

some of had some terrible 

ace over there in Nort:h Van~ \rJO go in and they~d 

t faint~ you what I mean~ So he got sent 

and all 

I could a 

here 9 
"-f' 1._ a man !led in 

went down. And as he said, 

the hole 
you'!= 

and 

tell ~,,,hen he came home for supper, and 

he 

I'd put his supper out him and he 1 d say. nyou 

I'm not very I don't th I, Do you think you 

11~ 
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EB : ( con t) \~rha t $ t:hat 

SD: 

pened, and you , I'm ready to 

bri (laughs) And he liked camp li @ but he 

r ~ And he fell 

the old lano and Cassiar used to run 

came on and they didn't come 11 Satur~ 

got 

And he 1 s hurt about 
the knees~ 

clo~,.rn , 
I 

ay. And when they 

r t four 

days, and they bro t , and it was about a 

j and got him into the tal.~ 

a.nd s on , and they 

co 't stra to 

him out. And he was in the 

tal t1t s l'tlonths I think. .Anci te a_r5 o :f 

rred h %\roods " 1 ~G they 'f,llere "-· , 

cryi men to go hack ·the ~ 
-~ you see, ar1C~ 

he 1 to go back as timekeeper and rnan~ 

So t into •,.JOods. And I think. hEl 

came down for ho 

said to 't you go 
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EB: (cont) rst~a North Van? So 

''lent t:o t:he 

SD: 

SD: did lump smn bar from ing in the \vood s? 

We , he had broken the contract, I 

I It • but you see they wouldn't let him back 

because in those da had a 

d •t have first-aid ~en. And he thought that seeing 

as couldn 1 t '·"'ork any rnanual bought a e 

business on 5th Avenue and 1. And of COUESe 

he d very good at it, because 

people '!!ere all around ·that area, and t:hey used to go 

and a _lo·t of s~cu.ff o:Ef ftim~ \rtlell, then. ·t!1e 

come in they'd nm out of dough for a ~.11et~k. \"lell 

then rnen got la 0 moved off and ft. 

So he d red So a.ctJ.Ia.l ; but . 
a \•Jas a ... different to ' 1 \.. J_ .: 

SD: Well if that was the I 30 Is' the niJA T,/Jasn I ·t 

r NcH3 it? 

SD: Beca.use I ter on 

v,rornen 1 s 1 very t.h 
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SD: (cent) safe , and trying to fight for • 

, yes'> 

SD: Were you ever auxil of the IWF:,? 

\pJas 

the, when I met him it was the Depress fJ he 

at a And t rna 

North Van ee. And then when he 

came: out here. h~'> never 1 ~""orking the lls~ he 

in the 11. the -""0 And he ~,\1ent to '-·'''""" . 
here • and he ~/\~en~c up t~o nnock 

up there for a long time$ And then got of t 

so he thought 'd go ba 

back to the s, and • but he had a from 

the for his work, and he was a t 

s·tar. He had 

[)O so often, and he had done different 

had an ent at And they 

had to the man into umbian, And Do 

the wound and bound i·t LlP, and he ;,,;ent l 

sha.ved. the rnan ~ to come 

th lAnd 

there, had got a list there 

the wo ?" And the s ent 

t·--a I-Ie sa. "I'm not even 

to never even touched it for four 
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EB: (cont) days. But, as I say, he was in the shipyards 

where they had to do a lot of things. Now in isolation 

places they can stitch, but here, they don•t, they're 

off to a doctor. But over there, they used to do 

stitching. And they've even pulled teeth, they could 

give cocaine and that, because the doctors, you see, 

the one in North Van. theman couldn't handle it 

all, so he, they would phone up and say, this part was 

hurt or this, and explain, and they'd say, "Do this, 

do that or the other." See, and Jake being a part 

medical student, knew, so that's how my husband gained 

a lot of his knowledge, and he did study. 

SD: Right. 
j, 

When you worked ~-·inthe laundry, back then, 

was there industrial accidents in the laundry? At all, 

people getting burned or caught in the wringers or 

stuff? 

EB: Well, we had one, there. And when my mother died, our 

doctor wanted me to go in for a nurse. Well, he wanted 

me to go in for a nurse before, and it meant that I 

had to leave my mother, you know, I had to go in train-

ing. And then Dr. Lyle said to me, "Nellie, go in 

for a nurse." And I said, "No." "For one thing," I 

said, "I'~ too old," I was 25 when she died. I said, 

"I would be close to 30 before I came out, before I'd 
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EB: {cent) been over it all." So I dropped it. And we 

used to have what we call~body-ironers'• And they 

were a machine that had an underplate of steel, and 

then a padded roller on top, and it was four levers, 
and 

you see. And these do the bodies of shirts,Ythey slip 

them up, all of them. But a lot of things, like bodies 

of uniforms and that, and then ironers would only have 

to finish them off, you see, with~he sleeves and that. 

And this girl was acing this here shirt. And you put 

your foot on one pedal to go and the other one to stop 

it, you see. And she's turning around looking at some-

body, and her hand went in. And it ,burnt all the flesh 
l ~ 

right off here. And I worked on the lower floor, and 

we had a lift elevator you used to pull .up by a rope. 

And when that bell went, and it went, like ~ersistently, 

you knew ther,was trouble on the top floor, you see. 

so I iromediately run op and of course the girl had 

fainted, and that took the pressure off of it, you see. 

And when I got in there, he, the superintendent was 

behind me and he said, "We'll take her downstairs," you 

see. We took her downstairs, and he was gonna dress 

it, and mind you, what he did was right, but it was 

wrong. He should have put a piece of gauze over the 

top, then cotton battOn. But instead of that he p~t 

oil over it, which was the thing that was 
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ment 
EB: (cont) treat for l:mrruo:$ then. He that on and 

END OF TAPE 
SIDE ONE 

cotton batting on of it~ And una it 

a. ba 1, you see, t I mean. And he sa to me, 

"Vlha t doctor 11 \•N, get?" And I sa 11, 1et 1 s 

get Dr .. Telford§" So "'·Te stuck her in the back of one 

the trucks like, you , and I went over th 

And we went • his nurse had just gone out for 

rd -- well, I couldn't put it on tape. the 

And he said# "1'11ho d it? " And I sa "Well, 

our superintendent." We re 'i.A!a.s some more ~~•ords. 

But sa to m.e # "Do nk you co stand 

chloroform, you know. those d 

it the mask, like. and used to ho it over, and he 

u you that?" And I said, 

nsure~ !I So I held it, you sees Y~Ju have to r 

under, j ust under. And he took a r of t~.~ee.ze:cs aJJ.cJ 

pulled it out. And to me, re's 

your 1, the s 

tendcnt's <1 s done it." it was the just a little 
a crate 

t a s ver or some 1 that. 

There's no ace ents at all. 

done his last first-a J So ~ 
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EB ·: P'.!nd. sc)rne t s I th I was fool h, so I d n't, 

what I mean? Because I loved th anybody 

that needs help or something like ·that. But that 

se us accident that I ever heard of in 

there, and it was just that this girl, if she had been 

a her rna l!voult:l have h:nown. B11t in-

stead of had her foot on 

see, and turning round lis , running all over 

her hands, you see. Until finally she passed out. 

But that 1 s the only ace t I can 

had one in • 

SI): I don' i: ·.c: l.L I shou a th stion. 

EB: in. t me see, 18~ It 'l~~a. ?E; 1?18 or 19, the 

part o 19. The Peerless Laundry had t 

called a drum mang And. it had a c 

steam. engineer 'S~Fas a 

scnal friend of ours, by the name of Lake, and he 

it to the , to c e the 

tho t it "~h'OU 

• and Lake.~ 

I vmn 1 t it~ II 

cause that 1 s gonna Ana so he 

J.\nd or t•""'o aftenvards the th , and 

there ,,,Jas four -- we , one was ltnd three 

we had a job to get Pee 
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EB: (cont) Laundry into our union. But, when they heard 

about this here fatality, and the girls, we took up 

a fUnd. We collected, and we took it over to the 

family of the deceased. And then the Peerless Laundry 

came in pretty well lOO% in our union, because the 

union had stepped in and helped them, you know what I 

mean, when they needed it. But that was an accident, 

but, you know what I mean, could have been avoided. One 

of the girls is badly scarred, she went back to the 

States to have • 

SD: Plastic surgery? 

EB: She went down to Mayo Brothers or something like that, 

and she was down there for months and months, they 

peeled her face, you know what I mean. And then she 

was so badly disfigured. But I think the laundry paid 

for that. 

SD: I really don't ha.ve any more questions. 

SR: I have ju~.t a couple more. We:'ll keep you going all 

afternoon. In that early period you talked about the 

Depression, the later Depression in the 1930's. What 

about the effect on work for women inrthe Depressions 

from about 1913 on? 

EB: Well, women couldn't get work and nor-co~ld men. We 

had a breadline in 1913 in Vancouver. Many people don't 
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EB: {cont) know that, but they did. And they just didn't, 

women did go to work, but they went into more or less 

war work. A lot of it was not paid for, you know, 

voluntary work. That's where the women went in from 

about 1914 on. 

S~: 1914 is when you got your j~b at B.C. Tel, right? 

EB: Yes, mhm hmn. 

SD: So, were you lucky to get a job, like were there not 

many around, or, was there a lot of really low-paid 

work, or 

EB: No, when you went in to that, it was more or less a 

trade. And I think I got in under th ~nfluence 

of these two operators and a supervisor living next 

door to me. And you see they had pushed me, they had 

l~arntme all the work, the bookwork, and when I went 

into the class, the class was oprated by two sisters, 

both maidens, very pretty, by the name of Dixon. Their 

home is still there on, near the United Church on 

Hastings Street. But they didn't, Miss Storm and these 

two operators, didn't let on, you know what I mean, 

that they had helped me in any way. And, of course, 

when she'd ask a question I would act dumb for a min-
tW 

ute and then I would came out with the an~er. Of 

course, they thought that I was just a ••• my I.Q. 
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EB: (cant) else! And actually it was all 

I had to learn wa~ the rd. 

c S1 s 1 a traini ? 

SD: T'-,vo v.ree}t:s -a Nere ? 

EB: 1"'\'C tra • you got paid. 

S.R: How much? 

EB: I don't know, it seems to me, tha wages 

about $12~ 

undry, what I mean~ going to 'VWrk for $7. 

s, the --$7? 

EB~ Oh~ And you ~ that's 

take~ When I came 17 I s ulc!a 

gone back. 

EB : 1-'md I wo 't been there be re I' 

o:E been the s sor ~ .And really made money. 

SD: Do \1 a 

that ~as started around. I guess, 1913. and 

went on throughout the war. I 

SD: It was sort of e an emp shn::ted'. 

some of 1mmen 1 s groups in t:he c i t.y ~ 

He Gutte be 
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SD: Right, that was a different group, the Women's Labor 

League. 

Actually, Helena Gutteridge was involved in this ear-

lier one, too, the Women's Employment League. 

EB: I think she would be. I khink she would be, because 

you see she belonged to the Suffragettes. And that was 

really, her ambition was to get the women organi2:ed 

anctome into their equal rights, and things like that. 

SD: Women who, in that time, who were politically active 

and knew each other, did they spend time together 

socially? 

EB: I don't think so. Their work was in a day's work. It 

might be carried on to an evening meeting. But most of 

their work was done in the working hours, and around 

five or six they quit for the day. Unless they had 

called a meeting or something like that. Because I know 

Helena Gutterridge was in the Trades and Labor Building 

' about 8:30 in theimorning and she left around.five, five 

or six, depended, you know what I mean, so.if there was 

something coming_up she'd have supper and stay for the 

meeting, and that. 

S~: Did she get paid as a, by the Trades and Labor Council? 

EB: Oh yes. 

s.R: What kind of wages would she have made? 

EB: Well, I don't know, she would get a decent wage in those 
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EB: (cont) days. You know when I worked in the Excelsior 

Laundry I was making more money than my father was. 

SD: Cause it was the base rate, the minimum wage they were 

paying you. 

EB: It was the minimum wage, I got my $13.95 and then, see, 

we were th~nly union plant, and sometimes you worked 

until nine o'clock at night. We might get a break. 

If they did the boss would load us in the truck'and 

take us out to supper. And we'd have an hour's break 

and then we'd go back, you see. 

SD: Who owned Excelsior? Was it a co-op 
with 

shares? 

EB: No, it was two brothers. And you know the reason they 

went broke? They were too good to their employees. 

If an employee was away sick, or in a hospital, they 

got thei~ages. And their employees stole off them. 

Like, in what they called the sorting room, that's where 

your bundles go in, and they, a girl sorts them and 

pu.ts them on a bill, what's on that· bundle, like, 

two taelecloths, four sheets, all this. And if there 

was a lace tablecloth or a beautiful tablecloth came 

in, it was never checked. And it was put in a bag. 

It was what we call net washing. When it carne out, 

this marker or sorter would come out and get that, and 

it went home. And of course, a person would come in 

and claim for it, and they would claim, maybe for ~h~ndlace 
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EB: {cont) Irish crochet tablecloth, fifty or a hundred 

dollars. And they had to pay it out. And their em-

ployees broke them., We had one office girl there, that 

got married, and she had two miscarriages,/and she went 

in the hospital, appendicitis for one, something else 

for another, and she got her full wages an~he hospital 

bill paid. That's what broke it, then, they were too 

good to.their employees. 

S~: They were favorable to the union? 

d 
EB: Oh, we were a union, close,union shop. 

S~: Right. But the brothers who owned it, they thought 

that was okay? 

EB: Oh, yes. Oh yes. Mind you, if we had a dispute or 

the superintendent didn't like anything, I was shop stew-

ard, they'd run across to the s~. Francis Cafe and bring 

in coffee and we'd sit in one of the little offices and 

we'd talk it out, you know what I mean, and I'd say, 

"Well, according to union~ules," or this that and the 

other. And they used to say, "I don't give a damn about 

the union, there. This is my principle." And you 

couldn't move 'em on it. But it was a just when I 

took it to the union, they'd say, "Well, we can't come 

on 'em because it's a human act. There wasn't any-

thing against the ••• " Like I worked on what we call 

the tumblers, and I was getting $21 a month, a week. 
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EB: (cont) That was big wages. But, mind you, if I had 

nothing to do five minutes, and my towels were not 

dry, I would immediately go over to another department, 

and I woulghelp them out there. I'd go into the starch, 

you know what I mean. And when I got taken off that 

and was made forelady, a girl went out and she went out 

on the straight wages. And she said to me, "You got 

a lot more on this job, didn't you?" And I said, 

"Yes." So I went to the, Dave, and I said ••• "Yes," 

he said, "I know." And I said\'well, why's she not 

getting it?" He said, "She's getting a union~ate." 

I said, "Well, that's not fair." He said, "Not fair," 

he said. 11 I'll pay an employee the union rate, and I 

will also pay them what I think they'r~orth above 

that union rate. 11 He said, 11 I never see you,,..-when your 

clothes, your towels ar~ot dry, or your curtains are 

not dry" -- I used to stretch the curtains and that --

"sit up on the table. You go over," he said, "'and help 

with some dress shirts. Or," he said, "you'll go 
./ 

over and shake." He said, "You never sit idle), "he 

f 

said, "Or you might pick up andstart and sort ., " 

the clothes, you know, you all had a number. He said, 

"And that's what you get your money for, Ellen." 

He said, "But she doesn't," he said. "If her work's 

not ready for it, she immediately sits on the edge of 
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that th one or t\·m of i:he girls, 

t I rue an"' If he that 

job a:nd tr ':l e 

extra And ' o corr:e ro u.nd 

u 1 re gettin two dollars 

? 

were 

~co their errq;; 

u at the Exce 

11, I tl1 >.vent broke 
.a I 

aftet"" I sa 

I to go and -to :me 9 11., '11 

put u a_x1c1 'lilherl Ll c~a.11 cc~rne 

So own · - J 

to· r a l:U:tle more f>bortt u d 

Ll re§' 

there was the ter 

EB: Well. I went on to the rd., like; 

But 1s 

2 • 23, 2 • And 

or 

te se as the gi ;:;· '" ::c 
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more than I knew a ut mother-

and sex at 20. Because t was all covered up from 

sed "co a yo 'i,tJOrnan. l\nd of course 

smne of would tell a joke t trJas a lit srnu 

or: some that, and of course l 1 d g le and g le 

and , and then ~ 0 sa ':l sorne th els 

a scarr 

I I a sit ·there t.h a stare or1 face. and that's 

uno out? of a.ge, 

• when I was that age, I was pret well as tall as I 

pounds, so I was mature. 

e d I ir. And I o 

a girli moment I went there I went 

tc a more dult style. which made me 17. But.: 

~<> th.f-; ad ,. IJ.pe sa f~lac tee) to let me go '-'"'-~ :.::J $ 

I cou (Jc~ the Bu.t the rnment red 17 

So to t me But give meq I 

lieu of no 

And have been unusual at that q t it? 

It v1as. But I 

ss sto ,,1ell~l the 

that I was really 

:s:omei:h .because I 

And 

me g u know what I mean. I 
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EB: (cont) brilliant enough to learn it, at that age, I was 

brilliant enought to stay on, but as they said there was 

nothing they could do, it was a rule. 

SR: So in 1918 and 1919 were you actually working there again, 

or did you just help in the organization of the union? 

EB: Was I .•. ? 

S::R Were you working at B.C. Tel? 

EB: Oh, no, I came out of B.C. Tel in 1915. The beginning part 

of 1915. 

SD: But you helped with organizing the strike • 

EB: Yeah, and I think it was about 1920 that we organized that. 

Yes, and then I went in to help organize them. 

SD: Did you know people who still worked there from when you had 

been working there before, four or fivr years before? 

EB: No, no. Because you see, '\vhen you go on, unless you meet them 

in the coffee bar or the lounge, once you go through that door, 

you enter into the switchboard area and of course it's silent 

then. There's no word spoken, you know what I mean. You 

might nod to a person, or • • • but you never said hello or 

anything like that, on account of it going through the wires, 

you see. 

SD: Were most women workers then full-time workers, were there 

any sort of part-time workers or temporary workers'/ in that 

early period? 

EB: No. Not in the Telephone. 
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laund ? 

And was there a h turnover of women? 

es? 

t:.l1e to 

t, no, their s for a ::~ .9 a r1c1 

same 

In B.C. Tel, what were the i condi e? 

d 

ug ? 

EB: u sat on one of these 

an o chaLc. t h r than the ora·" 

r. A11(] , on 

a .. r-rns"' And that ~as ano~her that wa "f3 

get over to another 

t I .:.nean? I pluq there. 

I cou just co and I'd take her calls 

here, or I'd rne too })e--... 

cause I had You tqc~u 11 1 t: 

tl1 that: li tt that 

that: bother 

No, I u more or les get used to it, yo 



len Barber 

KR: In 1914, I bel ssion that invest 

ted part operators condi and 

of r nervous owns because of all 

the $ 

v1as very u 

ce 

.re 1 ea.r s But then it was b~o, and that 

was, well, I guess it wo ve pounds. 

t I mean. .t:'ent 

ires ~nd that too, I guess they hadn't • • bu:t the eq 

ment now is much different. 

SD~ get re "c bre ? 

SD: y li 

EB: You get e ur 

In ur urs oil A:nd if 

g the supe sor 3 d s 

ter1 nutes (» 
9 ~ 

JSB ~ Bac::k. an(] :Eo g yeah.~ 

SD: t if ove 

lug f tlr ca 11s 8 

SD: u qet 

EB: Oh no, oh no. 

it. s bui fo tance, r 
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EB: rc-5 L1tJ the hill of 

\vell on same line of numbers, 1 

'- E 3 8 7 2 , 3 8 7 3 $ Sc• lll be all on the one 

And about ten of us, just th 11 I rnt1s t go a.na 

1:-1a ry up. " 

get all those ten calls re was no that 

could he it. But I had a s ter t:hat \VO fo a 

ut e rs 

and then Ehe got rearr ctor 

in ctor , and then 8he came ba 

rel r~ I-la::: tings Ea:::: t t about seven or e 

C0!1di are a lot better than 

used to be, too. I nk have a seven-hour d 

do~n l'l t 1-\ lot tJf th.e re are 

ve come down to seven 

u'.r:e re for seven and a half hours, 

_re fc;r tl_t""S E1r1d 

th c 

EB: 

";f" ~--'tacJ c ernest 

l-est? Ll.r1 

lr wage~ were ess, i: 
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SD: (cont) dues? 

EB: I can't remember that. 

SD: I know in the States, they did for a while. And one of 

the effects of that were people saying, "Well, yo~put less 

money into the union you shouldn't get the same amount of 

services • II 

EB: No, I think we paid the same. 

SD: Well, I think the tape's almost over. Do you have any more 

questions? 

..(Laughter) 

END OF TAPE. 
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