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have 

BF: lv:ly intention really brought it home. If it hadn't/\been 

for an old Jewish storekeeper on Kingsway there, he come over 

to the house when I was in the hospital and he told the wife, 

"don't gofungry," he says, "come and get the groceries if you, 

whenever you need," he says, "and don't worry about payin' ." 

That's one Jewish old fellow that I sure had alot a respect 

for that way. But I come, I was in there, I was first, I was in 

KGU~~~,I come out of the hospital, and I'd never been sick 

in my life to speak of. And I had a tickling in, er in my throat 
-1h(llA~h~ 

you know, and I · ·· · ·:--I'd always read about a guy after 

he's sick and that, he, how he picks up when he puts on weight. 

and I looked in and geez, I was doin' fine, I looked 

swell, 
got 

all filled out, but I didn't feel that way. And when 

I~ home, I, 
.oh 

it was tough, and I come out and I went up 

to the doctor, and he said, "Don't tell me, don't tell me!" 

as soon as I come in the door; he says, "you got dropsy." 

SD: Oh god. 

BF: That is I couldn't get of the burnt cells, you know, cause I 

was burnt all over the face and hands. And it was going back 
Well 

in my system and building up.~ that was two or three months. 

/f'{\Ui . I.;.Jf." l-
___) had quite a time, looking after me and keeping track 

of the input and the output; we didn't have any in those days 

or day-to-day. And I got over that and they told me that I 

couldn't got to work for a year. That's a fine thing to tell 

ya'. 

SD: Especially in the midst of the Depression. 

BF: Yeah. That I couldn't go to work for a year. The Depression 



Buster Foster 3597-1 2 

BF: (cont) is bad enough to get, enough to get by. That was right 

in the, that was right in the ... .;;to,rt of the Depression there. 

SD: And you'd been able to work before ::.ecause you had a skilled 

trade before? 

BF: Oh yes, I was, I was up before that, when I was first married, 

I was up North/I was engineer of a power plant up at the 

Premier Goldmine before that, back in the 20's. The wife came 

up, came up to Alaska in '22, January and we were married there, 

from town. Oh no, that was the first deal. Well then I heard, 

I never knew about social assistance or relief, it wasn't so, 

it wasn't any assistance but there was relief in those days. 

So I went down and applied--that was the day you got the gunny

sack, you took a gunnysack with you; you got a package of dried 

peas, you got a ~eof tapioca, you got a package of rice, 

you got a package of beans, and then you got a little piece of 

meat, it didn't, it wasn't very exciting. You got ... (whistle/ 

tape interruption) ... 

BF: Sure. 

~~: You tell them about that takin' the gunnysack up to the 

w-tlt-l.A-K > the relief office. 

BF: Oh yeah. ~'Je got there, we had all these 

'i b'('i~/';; , I think I mentioned quite a few things, we had all the 

dried stuff. Everybody, anybody that was on social assistance 

in those days, they, when it finished, when they were gettin' 

back to work, they had enough dried stuff to last them for 

two years, everybody did, you got the, you couldn't eat it all, 

you know. You got ... 
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And then if you had somebody who came to visit you; and you hid 

the peanut butter, and you hid the pineapples, and there's 

something else, that you know, everybody knew you were on 

welfare when they seen the big jar of peanut butter and pine
But 

apples. l' they didn't get that in the beginning. 
' \ 

BF: No. In those, you just got that, you got this little piece 

of meat, it might be anywhere, it might be, no roast, I never 

saw any roast. 

Oh no. 
\\ot:/ 

BF: But the beautvvit was, this was what you got. And in those 

dc;:tys 1 every Wednesday, vJoodwards had T-bone steaks, two pounds 

for a quarter, and we paid seven cents a pound, and seven and 

a half cents for a sho~lder of pork. But hell we never got 6n 

(laughter ... 

i,j . 
BF: I, though lots of times the fact you could live like a king 

on a small wage. But, but that was part of it, went 

in those days, you were, you were __ ,, you were out 

along 
your 

of[\clothing 

and these things was, were the things that get to you. 

Tell them about when, I think it was you that wrote up that 

sign, and when you went down to the place on Cordova Street 

to get your clothes? 

BF: Oh yeah, they did, and then you ... 

BF: 

And they gave it to you in a bundle. 

Oh yeah, if you 

you got 

lucky to get them, you got them as a relief, 

aQ/order there, in later years. But what you did 

do, you only got so many shoes; and I remember one time, the 
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BF: (cont) kids were really down on shoes, so I went down at 11 

. . . 
BF: 
Ltt) 

BF: 
2-W 

o'clock at night, and it was snowin' up above and wet; and 

they only take, they'd only take about seven or eight, and 

that was it. 

And you had to get a note from the teacher . 

7 Well you were, no -

The teacher brought the note home. 

That was-

-iu :J'U ~ then you had to go after the shoes. 

remember that. 

I can 

BF: Well I never had that, but I went after the shoes; I went 

down there at 11 o'clock cause no use goin in the morning, 

you're back you know. You might get seven or eight, not more 

than seven or eight, I don't thinkr, ,..,;rould get an order for 

a pair of shoes. And that was it. But you stood all night 

in this rain, it was snow and rain when I remember goin down 

that winter. That was it. And you were lucky; then the other 

poor devils, there was other poor devils that their quota was 

in, that was it. 

What about the single guys that, that tickets run out in the 

hotels; and they put them in, in what they called The Refuge, 

give them a ticket The Refuge? 

BF: Well in their set-ups, I can't go too much on what happened to 

the singles, on the single cases. I knewAalot of them, but, but 
ldf 

I come in on personal contacts with them. And the contact, the 
'.S"2t/ 
~/ 

first time that I'd on, after this here accident, I 

heard about relief, I didn't know what it was cause we never 
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BF: (cont) had anything like that, I come from quite a few generations 
' 

of Canadians,/welJ/they got by and people; some of my people 
I 

come West long before the railroad ... 

SD: Right. 

BF: Set up in Alberta. And, and relief was a unknown thing; it 

was the workhouse for old people in those days. They had the 

workhouse, and there's always a few in eve!y society, the 

town drunk, a few others like, that was But relief, I 

went down there and I applied, and that's fine, I got, they 

asked me all the questions, and I got the privilege of comin' 
this 

down and gettin' gunnysack of groceries. But one of the 

items, that was, I lived up on Main Street quite aways, and in 

those days you had alot of trucks and that, well you had to 

carry that damn thing horne, you know, and you didn't have, 
~ (f_ c:~:,~, 

many a time I lookedV'fhrough all through my pockets to find 

six, seven cents for car fare, to make up the car fare, and 

you couldn't find it. And look through them so many times. 

So what you did, you got down, and you watched for a truck 

goin' up in those days with the back, and you jumped the back 

to get up the hill again with the groceries. That was part, 

that was part of the way of life. And the, we had quite a 

few, social worker in those days was not a friend of the poor. 

Social worker in those days, the wallset up to, to make it 

tough. I remember comin' round to another person's house 

and see a radio there. "Well that was a luxury, get rid of 

it!" Things have changed, they were on that side of the 

fence in those days, they were workin' for the employee to 
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BF: cut down, the employer to cut down. Today of course it's the 

other way aroundp they're workin to get concessions ... 

BF: And more things. 

Tell them about the time when you gbt::the job on the fish boat; 

and you went out to work. You hadn't got a paycheck yet. 

BF: Oh, yeah, yeah. 
?V<cket:~no, --J o~ -;; 

And Miss - ~ came up to see your wife, to see I LKniS Sf, 

and the kids. And she wanted to know how many's on the wel-
'{~eA~_, 1\ 

fare. So - , said yes, your father was and they were, 
II abcttt 

and she had a sister. Sl}e said, "How _ you gettin' for 

one big house, and you. all move into the same house?" (laughs) 
P lo kll1 l~P 

BF: Well, I was, I was doin alright until I got ": that 

time, that finished me, cause I've had, always had connections 

even in the Depression, I was 

I-used to work a long time, 
OlJVtr 

at the yacht club, my 

brother was assistant caretaker, and I had a certain number 

of yachts that I did work on, it meant a dollar or two here; it 
£,.4(11€0 

got you by;with fish, and I did hundreds of jobs. The poor 

devils, they couldn't pay for nothing. They didn't have it, 

little boats, and livin' aboard, and they had to get some 

little thing fixed or something fixed, and you'd fix it, they 

didn't have anything, of course if they're atfishin I 1 

why, you could get a or have a fish or that, I mean those were 
It !6 01-L lAf' WI fl 

things, but' get down to that, come getting on this 

here so called social assistance. That was the bug-a-bear. 

I was in that position. I had the two kids; and I had, there 

wasthe wife and myself; and I applied, that's fine; about just 
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BF: (cant) the next month, they cut me off. And I said ... 

SD: Why would they cut you off? 

BF: I had quite a fight to find that cause they thought I had a 
a 

private income. Yeah, that was the, that was the, that was 

good em~ , this is when I really got wise, to start to 

get wise to things. 
~w: ,_)·afi ~. 

\:1- , ~· jv""'-' 

BF: 

Yeah, and, and tell her about that. Another party 

was in the welfare office that day; and they got in such a 

row with the--you must remember that all the employees r.vere 

on the side of the government; they'd cut the welfare people 

down--so he got in a big fight, and he picked the typewriter 
n,;x 

up and the guy over the head with it. 

Oh, this, well·it's a, on this part here, I'm a ~!f-er. trne,. , I 

come from a Canadian family that didn't know what welfare 

meant, they'd always come from good farmers in the East, well-

to-do, well doing in the West. And all they knew about welfare 

was when poor old people were left; they had what they called 

the workhouse, up the hill or where they lived; they called it 

the workhouse. Well I had, .that was the picture I had, but I 

started to find out, my education started when they cut me 
- ho..~ . ...).. 

off. And I didn't have much, the wife and two 

kids; we were paying, we were paying 11 dollars a month for 

·. 
two rooms; we had to rustle the wood; we paid a dollar onfue 

• d • • h • d • f)(\ • I l1ghts; an a few th1ngs l1ke t_ at, we d1 , we were skL ~1n by. 

SD: Cause you'd get $22, right? You,'d get $22 a month to cover you. 

BF: Right. 
)JA) ~ 

But the two of ya, ya got two ... 
iki<:.. 

BF: You didn't get, you got, 
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After you got that--tell them how they got rid of the, of the 

gunnysack. You put , A , 

BF: Well, I had, I had to ... 

SD: Better to 

BF: I can only talk about my case, I'm just giving you the story ... 

SD: Yeah. 

BF: ... of what I went through or did; I couldn't talk about too, 

because ... 

Well, Jesus Christ, you knew about, about the meetings on the 

Cambie Street grounds, 

BF: 

SD: We'll get there, we'll get there. 

BF: I have'nt got up that yet; I'm just gettin' initiated into 

being an unemployed 

· · Yeah. 

SD: Person. 

BF: ... social problem. And ... 

Yeah. 

BF: ... I've only got up to the point in that where I had been cut 

off, the first that I knew about this here, I never knew about 

it before that, when I went down. I have been cut off because 

it was thought that I had a private income. That's fine. So, 

this is the time now where action comes in, class action came 

in. 

Yeah. 

BF: We, in those days, we had the ward system. Walter 

the alderman for our district, around 

Yes, Alderman 

was 
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BF: 25th of Hay. And this is where Tom Griffin come in, Tom, Tom 

SD: 

~'""' took it and he 
had said to(_c~l~ and hE¥\ spoke to them, and he told them, "If 

they bloody well didn't fix this case up quick, they'd hold 

a demonstration in front of the city hall, and move three 

families in." That was the set-up that he got, they'd move 

them into the city hall. Well, the next morning, it was, it 

was about seven-thirty, up comes a rap on the front door, 

and it was from the relief department. And this here invest
he come' in 

iga tor, he says,/\ and I wasn' t in too good a humor then. 

/ 
BF: So{he says to me, "C0me up and to see about this relief that, 

I think they made a mistake~" they thought I had a private 

income. Well, by the time , by that time 

I wasn't givin' a damn, so I told him what I thought. I says, 

"Listen!" I says, I says, "when a Canadian of several gener-

ations of his own country, has to get down and beg to feed 

his children," I says, "to hell \vith it."' And I say, "Do 

you see that gun on the wall?" I says, "I'll take," I says, 

"the first day I'll feel a little mean, a little odd, 

kids ; why maybe the second day, they'll feel a little 

worse, and things are all around, and I'm getting to the point 

where I don't give a damn; and the third day," I says, "I'll 

take that bloody gun off the wall, and," I says, "And I'll go 

out and I'll see that they do get something!" "Oh," he says, 

"don't feel like that!" he says, "Not that v.1ay," he says, "if 

everything " And I says, "Listen, I'm tellin' youyhep a Can-
~rr,) ,c:.'- -; 

adian in his own country has to get down and beg II I 

says, "to hell with it!" And that was exactly what I said. 
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BF: (cont) So, "Oh well, come down, everything's alright, just 

come down." And I says. 
one~ 
just that day at home! 

We used to always get a cheque at Christmas for the kids 
-:r 

and the wife. .t was $25, which was alot of money in 

those days, to us. 

SD: Yeah. 

BF: And I got that cheque, and of course I was pretty independent. 

And I could tell them t~ell with it or anything else. And I 

was, and I was, I was disgusted because, you're, you were workin', 

you were willing to work, you never been on the bum or anything 

else, you didn't know what it's all ab, but you learnt fast. 

And we got, I got the relief, and of course, this was it, was 
Ol::-:i- --: · · '\~ 

what I was tellin' ya. You hi:ld~,~ ~ cart 1 go down with 
/ 

the gunnysack, and come back with it, and all this line. And 

this went on, and, oh, you had the investigation--in those 

days, the social worker was no friend of the poor~ the social 

worker's problem has turned around, just half a circle; in those 

days their strict job was to cut people off, to make life mis-

erable as hell for them, that were on social assistance. And 
r+ r?d 

that was one of fue pains. Anyways, work there, I got ti1is 

, and eventually I got a job. I got, we got 10 days work a 

month, at $33 for 10 days, three dollars and thirty cents a 

day for 10 days. 

SD: Was that through social assistance, or? 

BF: That was, that was, that's everything. You got nothing, you're 

on no relief or nothing, from then on, that was to.-~· 

SD: Right. 

0 r1 
BF: ... run your house.. 'iiiJe had, four of us, had the two girls, the 

/1 
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BF: (cont) wife and myself. We had to pay rent, lights, and fuel, 

and run the, and groceries, on this 33 bucks a month. And 

I, I couldn't do it; so every month, as soon as that was 

finished, that , I'd had to figure some way through 
to get 

the next three weeks for 10, 20, 15 days that we had a,another 

five bucks some way, to keep eatin'. And the, I worked out 

. L. M . 
on th1s 1ttle ~unta1n, 

we didn't have, you know, 

SD: Jl.lnmhn. 

BF: ... our soles had holes in them; we had no rain clothes. We 
~ 

worked, that was all Jack pines, all that beautiful ittle 
M 
~untain was all Jack pines and swampy in spots. We were pullin' 

these Jack pines out, and gra .in' around the road and that. 
the 

I worked at that for ~ year about, and I went through a~l ";hese 1 

to the point where you had a foreman that wasr-had beenfx~_,:JJ.::i~::s~e?t) 
~ a bunch of railroad workers on, on the government 

__. 

CN in the north there ... 

SD: Right. 

BF: \~:~~when they were building it across Canada. And he had the, w~ 

had him as boss on there, and he was one of these guys that 

stood there, you're workin' along the hillside, you got-

and he'd stand there for the whole bloody time you know, and 

just look. Well that got annoying, and that went along, and 

so, this other fellow that was workin' with me, I turned around 

to him, and what I said washlt the best, I told him I didn't 

care for somebody lookin' up my back, and talk all the time, 

and a couple of other things with it. So he set up around 
:! ~I 

the other side of this 'ittle ountain to work by ourselves 
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BF: (cont) on the ditch, that was it. And then, later he kept up--
L) 

he wasn't a bad fella' but he didn't know any better. He' 

. workin' what they call the ~~~nkies' on the the railroad, 

you know, the southern European people. And they didn't 

wh~t rights they, they weren't used to having rights, the boss 

was the boss, even if he was only a charge hand as we'd call it. 

So he'd , but they did lock him in the tool box over 

the weekend, let him sit, and after he'd done enough of 

But we'd put, we, we went along from there. And I got this 
,l' 

job helpinYthe blacksmith in Stanley Park for the Parks Board. 
I 

This was all my 10-day work period for the two years. 

SD: How did those work? Were those like assigned by the gov-

ernment, or you, this, were these work kind c£ jobs assigned 

by the government, or? 

BF: No, that was, I don't know much, whether they put up, that was 

civic, city-run set-up, but the government may have, must of, 

they must have gone to help. You know, they must have been 

havin' some parts of help in it. 

SD: Right. 

BF: And, then I got into the, I got moved in, next year I spent 

in the shop in Stanley Park, making, making all 

kinds of chains up, different, different stuff up, and starting 

the lawnmowers and all stuff for the city park set-up. That 

was up to there. 

SD: What year was that around? 

BF: Beg your pardon? 

SD: Do you remember what year that was, around? What year? 

BF: Oh, I, that must have been, I've been on thirties, '33 I 
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BF: (cont0; guess. 

SD: Right. 

BF: Somewheres in there. But ... 

SD: So, the beginning, towards the beginning. 

BF: Yes. But at ·two years, at that period,well that was the-

, so presumably you 

were lucky to get on the sewer working. Here we were monkeying 

around in an economy, thinking in these terms, wondering how 

we'll get by the month, how we're gonna do. And it's 

different today, yo~ee, you're not facing it; you just can't 
I 

understand it unless you've had a taste of it. So I worked 

there, when I got, when I got out of there, I go-~j4vorkin' , I had 

to go;to work, Christ, you couldn't, you couldn't sit around 

for a year and look wise. 

What, tell them what they, how they got rid of the gunnysack. 

BF: The which? 

Tell them how they got rid of the gunnysack 

BF: The ... 

Tell them how they got rid of the gunnysack route! 

BF: Oh. Well, they got rid of that, what they started to do was 

~-~,fUEL ,~c:r,~Pto~,, :t:~e,xc '1;:-z~t the script I 
,,z_,"--' ,, .. -- : ; 

!)/< 
on'Cambie Street grounds. 

BF: Oh yes, well that was, that was all part of it. 

And Tom Griffins and Alan Campbell both spoke, and they had 

those talks about the indexed pension, 

they just did that because they were forced to do it. And they 

said, and Tom Griffins said, .if 

Cooper. Cooper used to be the headcr the peni-



Buster Foster 3597-1 14 

(cant) tentiary, then 11-r got that job. 

BF: Must have got it after Bowen. 

He said, "Down with Cooper!! Down with the gunnysack! We 

want script. We want script. 11 They wanted money, your script; 
I 

they didn't want anymore gunnysacks. And that's how theypot 

rid of the gunnysack plight. 

BF: All these things were got through the time, the improvements 

were all got by demonstrations and that. Well it's just like, 

just like my own case, when, when I got down to the desp~rate 

point. Now I wasn't active in those activities before that, 

because I was workin' along in my steady set-up in the circle 
•r:-'-, 

where I worked. But I forced down then, I's forced to find these 

things out, because you're all on one level then, down t9bne 

level. Then you start to wonder ho, just stayin, how you're 

gonna get by, and then you find the ropes, just like the 

social service. That was something I'd never even dreamt of in ... 

SD: Mnmhn. 

BF: ... ordinary times. But it was, it was so different, you didn't 

run into, you didn't run into it in your everyday life. If 

you'd had the big struggles, and I mean the big struggles where 

you were down and out to get by, and you're parents 'as, maybe 
! 

like a woman with a couple of kids or three, and sh~ouldn't 

provide decently for them, she had to go from hand-me-downs 

to whatever society would let her get. And I hadn't gone 

through that part of it. So I, I could, I couldn't, i couldn't 

see it in the same light as lots. But I soon became conscious, 

I became class conscious when it come up to this here tellin' 

me that I didn't know that they thought I had a private income. 
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BF: (cont) From that day on, I've fought, alot since. And ... 

SD: Right. Was it impossible for your wife to find work? Did 

she try? Did your wife try to find work? In those days? 

BF: Which? 

SD: Your wife, when you were married, were therefny jobs for 

women in those days, or? 

BF: Well I'll tell you, my wife, before I was married, she ran the, 

she ran the tea-room and that, well 

up by, just on, on Hastings Street. 
~\<Aql! 

run a tea-room and that, 

Yeah. She worked in the , Sweet Shop up on ... 

BF: That's what I say. 

~ ... ice cream counter. 

BF: Yehh, she run that there for a year. That was her first job, 

she was, when she went in there, she was getting five dollars 

a week, and she bought ~ piano out of it. So it used to 

take her five dollars a week for her to buy the piano, player 

piano, they had at home. But went from, from there, she opened 
c,/· 

up the tea-room where the park is, Davie Street, on English 

Bay, there's a triangle there; it used to be, used to be a 

roller-rink there. I first come here in 1908, and I usedto 

live in the apartment just behind where the big sea apartment~ 

is now. And she worked there and run it, and now things were 

goin', we were livin' a normal life, I was workin' in the First 

World War,, I was in the shipyards; and I met her on Armst, at 

Armistice ihime ... 

SD: Mmhm. 
throwin' 

BF: When there wer~, when some silly devils were , " , 
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Yeah, but you're not talkin about the struggle? 

BF: Eh? 

SD: {.( 
I . , this is okay, I want to ask him about this stuff 

okay. 

Oh. 

BF: Yeah, well I'm givin ya, givin ya, givin you the background 

that comes up it, that's all. 

SD: Yeah. 

BF: Just, just the background. We had the strike, now don't forget 

we had our big strike then. Then we had the forming the one 
ou.t::' 

big union, the OBU, and we were all · the streetcars, the 

street railways • . t,ver~ 

Yeah, that - They, the telephone workers were 
ou~k, 

the streetcars) the motormen were out, and ... 

BF: ~~~earn-ships were all shut down. 

Yes. 

BF: Cases in the North, that's where I, I was workin' in the ship-

yard at the time, I was rivetting. And we were out, and that 

was the time that, up North, up in Kitimat, was the first trip 

I made up in Kitimat, 1918, they, we took the yacht, took up 
t\~ 

some groceries and a little mine in Douglas Channel. At 

that time they had no way, no transportation, nothing, they 

were practically out of grub you know. 

SD: Cause of the strike? 

BF: So we took up a load, that was, then 'l.vhile I was tp there I 

went into 
) ? I) 0 frWT'~ \rut A.. 

Kitimat · ~ little Indian 

you know the Indians 
'j 

And your whole strike, see 

Winnipeg was the big, was the big center after but, we had 
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BF: (cont) here, we had everything everything was tied 

up ... 

SD: It was a sympathy strike, right? 

BF: Mnmn? 

SD: There was a sympathy strike here with Winnipeg right? 

BF: Well it's something that's brought on ... 

BF: 

There was a wave after the war 1 

the recessive period comes in there you know. And 
~-~ 

'1 \ ~ 

no, I, I can understand~ it's hard to explain. You were taken 

into it, you become part of it, and went along with it. And 

if you I happened to be working in the time 

when the Scotchman, a real Scottish nationalist he was in those 

days, he was a real fighter, a raw bone:~ a voice like a bull' s. 

I was in, I was in the Boilermaker's Union then, the Boilermakers 

and Shipbuilders. And this fella' was really , to m~)a 

young guy then. In the Second World War he was the, he was 

the, oh between the two, Second World War after, and 

he was still workin' cause they were both on the labor manage

ment committee with thel~hipyards. I don't know,but he~th~t 
/, 

light in the, a real progressive, a fighter, ready to go at 

it with bulls,alot of these Scotchmen we got seemed to be 
I 

that way, we seemed to get that element. I just don't know what 
f 

come out of it; I moved around the coast witHseveral different 
J 

jobs; I could manage to get a job of some kind, might not have 

been much, I'll be there to anything, anything from beach-

combing to, I always had an engineers job here and there you 

know. And money, but when you're getting 
/ 

backfo the Dep, that's 

all part of that, that's an aftermath, there never, there never 
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BF: (cont) was what I call good times, not times lik~hat we'd 

see today. 

SD: Mnmhn. 

BF: This was always unemployed, go down and get a job, I got 

a job in the Depression with the, couple times, 35¢ an hour, 

and you're wheelin' stuff into the freight-cars ~eady-stream, you 

just kept goin', no foolin', worked a lot harder than you did 

than today. These were all things, the aftermath. And my 

big class awakening came when they told me I thought I 

had a private income. That's, that's where I turned, and 

then from then, I've been fightin', I've been active in the 

NDP; 
' ·' 

I've been, I was active in the, in the TradesCouncil 
l 

and active in the, I've been on the, I'm a late member of 

the Machinists Union~ and I was active then and there. 

SD: In terms of, we vvere talking about your wife, she had been 

working, but then during the Depression was she unable to~t 

a job? 

BF: Well, when the '30's hit, \ve had,four first girl was born in 

1925. 

SD: Oh so your kids were young. 

BF: And our second girl was 1930. 

SD: Oh. Right. So there was no way. 

BF: And, and jobs, jobs \veren' t to be had, because when you're getting 

along that time, there was girls glad enough if they got 10 

bucks a monuh ::::;::o:t ·th.eir board and room, they felt pretty good; 

lots of them worked for their board and room. 

SD: 
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BF: Well it's just to get by,, 

SD: Yeah, right, right. 

19 

BF: Yeah, a case of existence. No, I, I think it's the best lesson 

I ever had. 

SD: Yeah. 

BF: Because I can get by; they can get it as tough as they like, 

and I can take it; I mean that's the way I feel about it, 

doesn't worry me a bit. But they will get us; you've got it 

coming; you're gonna see it all over the world, you go into 

Iran, you go into France, you go into Holland, you go into 

Germany--you got a certain amount there--and you go right up 

from, can go from the tip of South America right up. And this 

revolutionary movement's all on; and it's driven on by a few 

takin' too much out of the economy, and forgettin' this 

strata. And that's, that's why I'm active in the NDP today. 

I see it; it doesn't worry me. But it, you can't, it's just 

there's no way that you can make it work. Cause you, people 

talk about jobs, today; and they've talked about jobs always, 

everytime there gets a Depression, t'isn't jobs, it's a, you 

can't take too much out of an economy and put nothing back. 

So the result is today is you got the finest brains in the 

country workin' on devices, electronically and every way, to 

cut out labor, cut out the actual worker, all over, every 

industry, you can go through it, and this machine--you take 

your electronic, your,you know, what is it; I'm tryin' to 

think of the word. 

SD: Computers, or? 

BF: Computers. You take that, we, us bunch of dopes, and you take 
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BF: (cont) Cape Canaveral with their, all the electronic set-up, 

we're just average dopes that's all, we don't know, these 

things are so far advanced beyond our everyday life. 

Sure, you aould read the new books out. 

BF: Oh, books! 

Future Shock is one of them; it tells about this new three-

dimension television, that (Interruption of tape) 

BF: Oh yes, I've been, I was in the Machinists, well I was in the, 

I was under the union since 19, 1916 or 17~ joined th1irst 

union. And ... 

END OF SIDE I 
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BF: (cont)'.;all my life I've been active. 1· 

37, 40 years in the Machinists now. 

SD: Were you working, okay did the union ao anything about unemploy-

ment during the '30's? 

BF: Well I'll just tell ya': In the '30's we couldn't do much but 

the only thing that we did was do a little demonstration. We 

were down when they, we were down 

\ve called them in those days, the 

when they,fossacks were, what 

Mounted Police, were riding 

them down on this, on the Longshoremen's Strike and that, cbwn 

by the Sugar Refinery. We had one joker in those days we called 

Scanlan, he was the regular wax moustache type in those days. 

SD: 7 
\ .5 0.)CI 5, 

BF: With all due re~pect. His with thisfength of hose, 

is riding on the horse; they'd ride right into them, across 

the railroad tracks and back. 

On the sidewalks too. 

BF: Eh? 

They rode on the sidewalks too. 

BF: Oh, didn't stop, didn't stop them anywheres, as .far as they go. 

!Just slashed) the whip. There was one time, they had a character 

there; and he used to have the Bible; : and he \valked up and 

down Hastings Street with the Bible; and he used to say, "A-After 

this, the Judgement." So he's walkin' up Hastings Street 

this day during the demonstration; and he's got his Bible, 

and he's sayin' out loud, and he's holdin' up his Bible, 

"A-a-after this the Judgement." W-wham! comes Scanlan 

swift right on the back of his head. They went right on 

the sidewalk&~and everything, they 
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SD: Oh. Did you, this was the union that was in the shipyards 

and the International Association of Machinists and Aerospace-

craft Workers? 

BF: They were all aircraft workers. 

SD: Did you work there during the war? Did you work on the air-

craft during the war? 

BF: No, I worked on, I worked on the ships that was on the, we, 

we were building these freighters. I worked for a year and 

a half building the derricks and cranes for starting out to 

build the bigger ship. They first started out buildin' the 
i 

Corvettes and that, these small ones, and have 'to 

use the trucks with the big derricks for to move the plates : 

but then they put the overhead gantries; I spent a year buildin' 

the cranes, drivin' the forkJfor building the freighters and 

that. And then I looked after that maintenance for, till after 

the end of the war. 

SD: There were, one of the things that I'm doing with this project 

is trying to find out what happened during the war when worn-

en came into the war industries. 

BF: I had, pretty near 40, between 35 and 40 vvomen workin'. At that 

time, in the shear, in the shipyards here, I was member of the 

Labor and Management. I was the shop steward for the Hachinists 

Union. And three of us represented the 16 unions. There 
' .~\\.' 

was Jimmy Bar'tJOf the Pipefitter' s Union, Ar-t Lenou :of the 
e 

Boilermaker's, or Irons of the Shipbuilders, Mari:qvmrkers, 
I\ . 

and myself of the Machinists. We were the, we were the 

committee set up by the, about 17 different representations 

'\fc".// 
there was there ,vtake up all their grievances, and, and 
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BF: (cont) anything that come between the unions, individuals 

at that time, you know everyday there's always something. 

SD: Right. So these ... 

BF: Got 8000 men, men workin' in there, 8000 people yet, it's ... 

SD: Yeah, the shipyards really grew during the war, right~ from ... 

The shipyards grew from .•. 

BF: Yeah, grew, there wasn't very much before. 

SD: (Laughs). 
( S1Dc.,~1 S 

BF: Only had 8 to 9000 then.\; And, there is the 

and all. 

SD: Who is that woman? 

BF: That was the secretary to the ... 

SD: Of the union? 

BF: Yeah, no, no, of the management. 

SD: Of the management. 

\le..btn:.(
'"'-j_!Ilanagemen ts 

BF: This is all the, this is the fellow, was tellin{you the 

Scotchman, the co-ordinator that they brought in. But these 

were all, alot of the~till kno~today, these were all 

superintendents and foremen and that. And I don't know, I'm 

in there, so that's me back here ... 

SD: Aah, there you are. 

BF: ... in those days, yeah. 

SD: So, what was it like when these 40 women were working there? 

Can you talk a bit about what it was like for them to come 

into the .... 

BF: Before the union? 

SD: 40 women, yeah, when they came in, were they in the union? 

BF: Oh, what we did, well some started to build the big ships, 
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BF: (cont) that is the freighters , then material, alot of things 

SD: 

BF: 

SD: 

BF: 

were scarce, you take bolts and nuts, they're used and they're 

put on, they're hammered off, all the plates were bolted. 

Right. 
EJ 

And these had to be r~threaded in many cases from the nuts. 

Right. 

Tapped out again, that is the threads. 
0.. 

So they started up 
irJC0-.;;:.J 

, shop, we got what we called the bolt shop, · ~ set it up 

by itself, o!t , and that was all, that was all 

women were workin' that. 

SD: Right. 

BF! Young women and that. And they did that because women are 

far, far better suited to do a repitition job than what men 
lts1 

are, in a job like that there isn't much variation 

all day. So we had them there for quite awhile. 

SD: Were they in the union? 

BF: Eh? 

SD: Were they in the union? 
"··-,U)O,, 

BF: Oh yes, that • s why I was, deal"1wi th them, cause I was the, for 

the Machinists, I was the shop steward on the job, and labor 

management, so they come under my category, I used to have to 

go up every now and then. Of course you had your sometimes 

your little catty spells and that, yeah, it's quite a job when 
you know 

you get about 30, get 30 to 40 women together, /along lines. 
u 

SD: What kind of grievances did they have? Would, did they have, ... 

BF: 

SD: What kind of grievances, did they have? 

BF: Oh, they didn't have many grievances. There was some that, 
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BF: (cont) they had some petty ones amongst themselves, some, some 

supplie' or changes in the fhat, that was mostly 

it. But outside of that had very little griev, except that 

little personal grievances that they would get amongst them-

selves ln a, you know, little warfare of their own. 

SD: Were they pro-union? 

BF: Beg your pardon? 

SD: ~ere they in favor of the union? 

BF: Oh yeah. 

SD: These women? Yeah. 

BF: They were, they all had to cause we had a closed shop. 

SD: Closed shop. 

BF: And they took, they had their shop steward to look after 

things; and they had their representative, they'd go to 

union meetins just as same as anybody else; they had their 

representative that would go. But I did most o~fheir, I 

did most of their 1 whatever they had or grievance, because 

that's what we did was look after the grievances for sev-

eral unions on the labor management committee. 

SD: How did the guys feel about women coming into thafkind 

of industrial job? 

BF: It didntt, it didn't affebt, oh we, not, that's the only 

thing that was under my jurisdiction. But we had the, see 

coming in, the mostly of the ones that came in was in 
\ r!/ 

welding, which they could do. And we cases of, c)fiman and 

a wife, like they're both workin' in the shipyards. But 

we haven't, oh there was alot of incidences that happened 

through the years there. People, no we didn't resent the 
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BF: (cont) women, I can'1say that we did. li'Je had women workin' 

in different set-ups in town, through the city, besides that. 

So, I never heard resentment, and then in the aircraft, see 

the aircraft was with us, they had 
had 

space workers and 

that; and weAalot of women workin' there on jobs. So, then 

we had other, some factories with them. And so it really 

didn't matter; the only thing with the women, and I had an 

occasion, oh I had the odd occasion, I used to run the 

Sports and Welfare, and women takin' part. And then when 

before the war come to an end, we, there was a great, some 

of us that were interested, we were tryin' to figure what 
\nli th 'i 

we would d1, what we're gonna do this employment, jobs. 

And that time, they used to say that people didn't want to 

work. They sure as hell didn't want to quit workin', I 

can tell you that. And I had, I had cases of that, so tryin' 

to figure on the labor management meeting, and the Trades 

Council, but particularly there I made the statement that 

where there, where there was two, where there was a man and a 

wife workin' in the yard, that one job, shouldre one job as 

the lay-offs come, just one workin'. Well Jesus, did I get 

a goin' over for that, on the Trades Council meetin'. And 

old Shmvler ilvas, he was the president at the time, the Boilermak, 
( incDimina ting, you knmv 

the Boilermakers give me a round in their paperJ'bout I was 
! 

discriminating between women; the NDP's papers, or the CCF paper, 

they give me a round about it. And then when it come to the 

meeting at the Trades Council, Shawler of the Teamster's, he 

was the president, somebody brought it up, and he says, well 

he says, "Foster's either an awful brave man or an a\vful damn 
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BF: (cont) fool." (Laughs): I'll always remember that. But 

the big part was, within the month, I had my come-back. In 

Winnipeg they have alot of trouble, they had big, big union 

of packing workers and that working; and they, they come out, 

there was two of them workin' on the job--there must be just 

one if there's any lay-offs come--and that was just, just 

within a month after I come out and said that here and got 

a roasting. So it was a policy. 

SD: Mhlm. 

BF: I couldn't see because I handled a fiel~ I had charge 

of Sports, I was chairman of that~ And we had a, we had a, 

a painter come onT-who wor, who was working there, he come 

back from overseas, and he had a wife, and he had a couple 

of little kids-- and he was workin', he was working there, 

and then he had to stay home and look after th1thing . .::-they 

'.vere building a place, and they didn't have much--and he 

came back to work after about six weeks, he come back into 

work, and he dropped dead on the deck. So when it comes to 
then 

Welfare and Sports~~ had to do somethin', so organized the 
· that~ 

field day, we had several of them after, but ~at(i1cMann Park 

in North Vancouver. And we raised, we had prizes, everytihing 

goin', we raised about 1200 bucks. There was enough then to, 

she was buildin' this place that wasn't finished iaside and 

that, we finished off the bit with the plastering and that; 

we were able to give her money to get by in the time being 

with the kids. 

SD: Yeah. 

BF: And that. And I also got a goin' over about that; and that 
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BF: (cont) 

days. 

was from the Left, the Left side of the party in}hose 
t:hat 

they wanted to do~for. 
I. tYI€ 

They1asked what the hell 

11 The sooner you break them down, the sooner we can lead: 
()( ~ 

them. 11 And that was from Trotskyi, te s, Stalinists,. we 

had in the, in the yard at that time. 11 Well, 11 I says, "who 

to hell want~o lead a bunch of broken down widows with 

a bunch of kids?" I said, "Where you gonna lead them to?" 

And we had quite a, we had quite a time there ; L1'\.,_ tlAi 

we had a strong set-up in the union, see we had about 35 

or 37 real Leftistsi and they, it was a struggle, every, 

sallietimes our,meetings la~~till one o'clock. And the 
:X:'11ll?ftrfiL> 

game was, was in the fight, the game was to wait till you 

got everybody down and you had a,majority; and then passed 

a resolution to send a recommendation to Ottawa to this or 
( for Uo:;:')V 

that which was clas~~legislation, not I says, 

"Anytime they're speaking for them through the benefit of 

the workers in the union, I'll speak to it, and that's it. 11 

I says, "I have no party." "Well, we can't do anything." 

And I says, "I can't help it." I says, "that's the way it 

is." And that used to be, I mean these are all things that, 

with the background that you got, you know. 

SD: Yeah, that was when there was an attempt to form the Shipyard 

General Worker's Union? 

BF: The which? 

SD: The Shipyard General Worker's Union? 

BF: Well we had the Shipyard Worker's, when we come in originally 

in the First World War, it was the International Brotherhood 

of Boilermakers, Blacksmiths Boilermakers and Ironship Building, 
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BF: (cont) that was an International, our Local when it come to 

BF: 

END 

ship work, which was a good deal; and we had, we had, we had 

quite a few Leftist eaders, Art Lenou who wa~to the Left; we 

were all more or less social minded, alot of us, some a little 

more than others. And, I don't know, it, I've, I've 

when I'd speak to it, I'd fight with it or anything else, 

but I couldn't got along with this side of, 'break them 

down and we'll lead them,' . You know, l(ll policy. 
have 

What you got on, whatAyou got on your bedside, a polyester? 

What did she say? 

OF SIDE II 
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lC'pi- ;) ' 'S lcl ], 
BF: 'l'hen of course, this is when it comes through in the union; 

I've, I've belonged to the executive; I was active in the 

shipyards, and you've got, you were into several different 

things, ·the Trades Council, the Metal Trades Council, and 

"I 
the District Machinists. All these things, I 

had 11 days a month ... 

SD: Of union, or? 

BF: 11 set ones with meetings there for years. And you got used 

to it. I've got down to the point today, I can see, I'm sure 

you're only, you're leading to a~<;:omplete.upset. You can't 

take thi~, everything out o;f the economy; and your multi-

national corporations and that today have got so powerful 
~ ~~ 

that the individual, kiddin' ourselves, we're 
we 

going to create jobs, and/\got more, we're spendin' more 

money and time tryin' to find ways to not create them, but 

to have a machine do them, you know, electronic. I, I can't 

see it, so you're gonna follow the example of all these 

countries, there's no, a country like Iran, you maybe,; your 

religious problem was there, but you've got the same 

- .• _ -. facing us. They were getting, they were 

getting big improvements compared to a lot of the countries; 

but still, I saw those thousands of people on, and theng
it 

gest thing I got out of that;Ashows y.ou how backward we still 

are, ihr~a country like that. I saw the women parading on 

the TV; and all these guys, they looked to be around 30 or 

that, they were all shaken up and fistin' to get up and 
Pres, 

hit the women you know, in tha,, I don't what saw that 

Iran mob. And they were fine and dandy, you see he wanted 
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BF: (cont) to go back to the veils and the skirt, back to, I'd 

put it, they weren't, they weren't eq, no equal rights, they 

wanted it back there with the old slaves you know. 

SD: Did, after the war, did women who were working in shipyards 

wanna keep their jobs? Did they talk about wanting to keep 

their jobs 
I 

ayall? 

BF: 'dell, the jobs could only last that long, the same as the 

men, they were in the same positions. 

SD: Everyone was 

BF: I never saw the war, used to be that people 

didn't want to work and that, but they sure as hell fought to 

keep the, to be kept on, and wait till the very end. 

SD: Were the women laid off first? 

BF: No, the women were laid off as the job, what the women were 

do in' , there was no use in them repairing, repairing bol t'7and 

that, if there was no place to ... 

SD: Put them. 

BF: ... use them, yeah. 

SD: Yeah. And in the union, during the war, did, was there a 

discussion of equal work and equal pay, like equal pay for 

equal work? 

BF: Oh yes. I don't, I don't, on a job that was , of 

course, we always had, that was always , you know that was 

always a part of life. We didn't have too manyfccas±6ns in 

our set-up that is locally we didn't have where women were 

fitted in, were doing the same work for less money. No our 

problem has always been to fight for equal money; and in the 

shipyards they got the, there was no difference in the wage, 
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BF: (cent) whether there was a man doin' it or a woman doin' it. 

SD: And that was seen as a way of ensuring that everyone's wages 

would not be under-cut? 

BF: Well, you're under a union agreement. 

SD: Right. 

BF: And you can't work if your. ypur contract is tied up with 

the employer. And there's no way that you could possibly 

under-cut it, except unless it was an open shop, and there 

was no union. But you're righ~here, their agreement, they 

must hire members of the organization, or within it. If it 

, they must become a member within 30 days or 

that, of the union. They could be also, if they went on a 

check-off system, if they, if they had a religious objection 

or something belonged to the union, which some of them used, 

they could, all they had to do was pay their, they could pay 

their dues and still not take an active part. 

SD: Right. What about piece-work? Did people fight to abolish 

piece-work during the war? 

BF: Well piece-work is a part, I worked on piece-works in the, 

it, they figured there was so much was a day's work. I can 
:;,r)t-:::: 

only speak to that on reproduction, or productio~~ like in 

the First World War, like I was rivetting and that, bucking 
then 

up and rivetting; and we worked so much a rivet. AndAthere 
f\ 

was sections, there's lots of sections, where you couldn't 

make, you couldn't possible make wages, your food, tough, 
and that 

tough ~~here there's certain jobs that had to be 

done. And you're limited, see, you could drive 7 or 800 

rivets a day in the shell of the boat; and the decks you 
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BF: (cont) could, we did as many as 1100 a day on the decks. But 
on this 

then you got other place~, like the stern-post and that, you 
turn . 

might(\seven or eight big rivets. But so many places, 

of them you'd be pickin' up, some guy was doin' nothin' 

but pick up ones here and there that were left, some that 

had to be left. So piece-work was, didn't hurt the, the, 

didn't hurt the worker. It, they had different allowances, 

see, you got 4.60 a day bucking up when I was there; rivetter 

was 6.24, that is on the better work, a day, not a hour, a day. 

SD: Right. 

BF: And if you could, if you could drive 7 or 800 rivets, and~ome 

of them wereryshell rivets were seven or eight cents apiece, 

you got an allowance, if you were with a crew that was capable 
oJ:'. 

of doin' a certain amount, you got a, make a $l~~r you're 
is 

on a $20 allowance, whichr(he better)that is the heater, the 

bucker-up, and the rivetter. But the regular wage for the 

rivetter was 6.24 in those days; the bucker-up wa~ 4.54-60; 

and the heater's 3 something. 

SD: What about some of the policy_ during the war, like the no-

strike pledge? Were there, were there debates in the union 

about adopting those policies? 

BF: On the strikes? 

SD: Yes. 

BF: Well, all, all conditions had to come 
[) r: 

, all these conditions 

had to come the union. And if they went on strike, 

generally in many case, the big ones were general strikes, 

that is general working class strikes, like 1918 1 if you're 

goin' back there. And we had, we had one in this last war, 
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BF: (cont) we had a spell where we had a general strike. 

SD: When was that? 

BF: That was the, oh, well I'll tell ya', I'll givepu one per-

sonal one: I was quite active in it. And the Machinists went 

out, and that, the engineers and that, we all belongedm the 

same union--and we sat, we pulled out, and we sat down, they 
f 

were workin' a seven-day work plan, as they were rotatin~it 
l 

along. 

SD: Right. 

BF: So what, they got the, the big idea that you take Monday off, 

I take Tuesday, Joe takes Thursday; and you kept a continuous 

work plan, el~minated overtimes, Saturday or Sunday 

work, you know premium time; instead of time-and-a-half, or double. 

SD: Yeah, ~et it. Yeah. 

BF: Yeah, it was all one deal. 

SD: Right 

BF: So we objected to it, so we sat down 1 in the shop. We went in, 

we punched the clock everyday; we went in the shop, we sat down, 

we had a meeting; we, there, we had mock and every 

other thing, burying the minister, the war minister and that. 
I 

We were two or three weeks; and in the meantime,-- was on a 

negotiating committee with, with, we set up Judge Richards 

from Winnipeg, this went on, and we s, we went in and we sat 

down. We didn't do anything, punched the clock; when it 

come quitting time and went out. And in the meantime, we 

happened a business agent on this particular stoppage; we 

had a business agent who, she used to, maybe thought that 

we were an odd bunch of workers or that; he come in and he 
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BF: (cont), says, "You bastards," he says, "you' 11 go· back to work 

JJ;:z 
and ' it!n And so I got up and I said, "you or nobody else 

calls us a bunch of so-and-so's or anything el,se!" And we 

were pretty well organized,~hat is our shopjamongst the 

workers and that. This went on for about three weeks. And 

they sent after it, and on awhile they got Judge Richards 
Richards, from 

from~Winnipeg come out and set up Richards Commission to 

investigate the stoppage and that. And we had meetings up 

above the post office; I was on several with them; and they 
cr({crs 

made to come back; and they'd send down if we'd 
accept 

accept....-:;9 them, if they'd have N: them. 

long as we were in there, why they didn't 

Anfof course, as 

accep~hem. . And 

this went on, sev~ral occasions; and if they come 
1l~ i?-L; t ;_( t.~-_ 'i 

w;ll, 
out 11'the 

last one, if we, · · had me at the, up at the, 

what do you, ~p at the office, up in the post office, gov-

ernment office you know, Richards and member of the Commission 

were there. They held a meeting, then wanted to get a vote 

over in the yard, when I wasn't there for on e. And they 
-.._/ 

got a vote through, after all these different meetings and 

that, and they said that, if they accepted, if they accepted 

the agreement that they, that is the seven-day work plan, 

that they would, that Ottawa would institute a week·' s hol-

iday with pay. And this is the background, but if 
.f'l:"' 'a\ you go into the of it, if we go back to work, you know 

and accept it. And I was up in the office in thefeeting; 

and when they went down the yard and got a vote through; and 

they just skimmed it through to accept it. So old Judge Rich-

ards said to me, he say~, he says, "You never did accept it, 
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BF: (cont) did you?" I says, "No," I says, "I never accepted, 

and," I says, "if I'd have been in the yard, nobody else 

would have accepted it either at the time." An~nyways, 
that was the, that was the beginning as far as we were con-

cerned of the, of the, that was the nucleus of the Holiday 

Act, you know, your HolidaysvPay Act was that. Lots don't 

know that. But what we did, we ran the compressor and 

that, our man who's under our jurisdiction. And before, 

it was a little after , that's an after-math, little 

before that, during the wars, we were having alot of trouble 

with machinery breakin' down; somebody'd shove a bolt in 

the gears, you knmv on a plate machine, and, I wa{on th~ 
maintenance, and of course you'd spend half the night, and 

my cranes, maybe stick a bolt irybetween the pinion and the 
then 

other gear, and snap a couple of teeth out, andAspend half 

the night ... 

SD: Fixing the machine. 

BF: Fixin' up the This went along pretty good, we had 

alot of it, in the plate machine down below where the gears 

were against meeting you know, bolt in, round it would 
trl 

come, out would go a piece, ou€1 go a tooth~ and you'd spend 

hours puttin' them in. And then, that's when, that was when 

Hitler, that was when Hitler, and it was doubtful whether, 

vlhether he was going to go into Russia or not; it was un-

decided what was gonna to happen when he went into Poland and that. 

Excuse me Buster, have you got any more snap-shots or pic-

tures? 

SD: There's some here. 
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BF: I got a thousand of them. There, oh, there's a thousand, 

this is nothing. There's a thous ... Anyways the, we, her 

brother and I were great chums; and he was a great reader, 

he was no, you know, nobodyt.s fool. And when the, I used 

to have, I, I had this trouble with her before, I had all 

this trouble, just a little insight. Joe and I used to 

talk; and he joined the army. And you see, he was livin' 

with us for awhile; and we'd talk half the night maybe 

lots of times, and play chess. So we said, we come to a 

conclusion when it's comin' time. There's two things 

that we come to a conclusion: That if they could solve the 

problem of a couple bowls of rice to the Chinese people, 

that they'd done something that was, you know, really beyond 

thought. 

SD: Right. 

BF: Because every year there was anywhere from 3,4,5, 7000 starvin' 

to death, migrating and eatin' the grass and the roots on 

the way. They starved right on the gr?IJ-tld 

SD: Yeah. 

BF: There was that. And the other one was, that if the Russian 

SD: 

BF: 

people put up a resistance, this is when Hitler was bouncin' 

back and forth, they didn't know where they were goin'. And 

if the Russian people put up a resistance, then they must 

have something, to fight for. 

Yeah. 

Those, those are the things, they had some, they hac;_Lsomething 
t'ho:ray 

they never had; they must have had that, so that's~we left 

it when he went overseas. That if the Russian people, this 
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BF: (cont) is before Hitler went in, he was just on the verge 

in Poland, and that ; and of course, we know history 

from there in, .·• what happened. And that was our assumption, 

that if the Russian will put up a fight, then they must 

have something to fight for, because if they had the~posite, 

then they, that was the time that they would revolt. 

SD: Right. So people, in part, saw the war as, in part, defending 

the Soviet Union? 

BF: Well, they figured, they figured under this, you see you haue 

to go way back earlier in their history; and they lived un-

der terrific conditions; they lived under the conditions that 

broke down there. These conditions are the same in many of 

these countries that are now, these conditions of, I see that 

these conditions will break down, it doesn't worry me a bit 

because I know how to get by, but people that think it can't 

happen here, they're nuts, that's all there to it as far as 
and put it 

I'm concerned. If you, you can't take it out,Aand not put 

anything back; and that's what's-happened to today. The 

multi-national corporations are takin' it out, takin' it out; 

and they've got ~.;, our people, we've created a, we've created 
it 

something similiar as the Flu Epidemic in 1918,Akilled mil-

lions the world over, and in this country; we had men come to 

work on Monday morning, buried them on Friday, good husky men. 

And that was in the shipyards then. And today we've created, 

in the human race, we've created an element of greed: "Get 

mine! Get mine! Get mine! Get in there first! Don't let the, 

never mind the other fella'!" And we've got so thafwe, all 

we think is dollar, getting it, accumulating, getting~ 
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BF: (cont) and there's others who;fe farit'got the whole human, human 

aspect, but we, we'll be driven back to it. And this is 

all fol:J..owing the, this follows multi-national corporation; 

it's down into the human element; everybody's, there's not 

matter, there's no such a thing as g~vin' out because we're 

all in the same boat; today it's grab what the other fella' 

has, I mean it's something, I can't explain it exactly, but 

I know it's there. All, these all add up, it'll add up to 

then. Iran is a good set-up, all these other countries in 

Europe, these countries, see your CIA through the States, 

all these different countries have had their revolution, 

they've got them in Salvador now, you've got this religious, 

so-called over-religious set-up we had on, Guinea or is 
'( 

Gq. ana? 

SD: Mnmhn. 

BF: On the South. All these people are, people are in a turmoil 

today of not knowin', they're scared, they're scare~oday; 

And there's others, there's superstition; we got alot of 

different religious cults that are automatically prying on 

it, prying on the poor stiff, he doesn't know, and he believes 

that this is that. And there's dozens of different ones; and 

it seems to be a top line business, all o~~at once in the 

last two months# just sprou~Z11 over. And that is another 

thing that go, it's hard to understand people in our day 

and age, that can you know be taken in as the, as what this 

here, oh this one from San 

greed, but it's people are 

Francisco and there,~ook in there, 
they're scare f ~ath, 

scared, they're scar d o/what 
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BF: (cont) happens hereafter i and they're they're all wantin' 

to buy their way in. That's when they give their estates, 

give their homes, give everything, you know, it's quite 

a thing. To me, you can be happy, you don't have to worry 

about those things today, you're gonna die, you might as 

well face it some day, some of us live longer than others. 

And religiously, if you're stupid or uneducated as much, as 

little as I have been, you get to the point where you wonder. 
I.Plh~rt: '115"'-

When I was 17, 18 at English Bay, I'd come up ~ went to 

Sunday School~- people were always church people--and I was 

thinking about what, just what is what; they had said--I'd 

taught that you never, you never doubted a word in the Bible; 

it was the absolute truth, unquestionably--and I thought 

about this article they were gonna revise, the version of 

the Bible, and I, I figured out, how could you revise some-

thing that was perfect, I was taught that the Bible was 

perfect, so I, I started to think then. And I took a hand-

ful of sand, and I says, "How much sand? 11 I could, I didn't 

know how many grains. I looked at English Bay, and I had no 

idea of a number to cover it. So right from then, I says, 

nThat' s \vhat they know about," I said. I says, "I can't 

picture something that ahJays ~vas, is, and always shall be. 

I can't, so you can't picture something that had no beg-

inning and no ending," I said. I decided that I couldn't 

picture these things coming from nothing; there must have 

been something create them. So that was when I come to the 

point there was a Creator, I mean a Created Power. I didn't 

'know what it was, from there in; and I'd had that ever since. 
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BF: (cont) And I tell you, it's a great satisfaction: you don't 

have to worry about these cults, you don't have to worry, 

I know there's a Creator, I know that there's a controlling 

force, above everything else in it. So I live, I live a 

good happy life that way. And I've been helpednany times, 

many times I've been helped with it. 

SD: Can I ask you a couple more questions about the '40's? 

Can I ask you a couple more questions about ... 

BF: Sure~ 

SD: OK, then maybe we'll take a break. 

BF: I'll put on the kettle. 

SD: OK. 

Yes, put the kettle on. 

BF: Ooh, you, you never think o~nything but eatin'. 

SD: OK. (Tape cut) 

BF: .•. Our Canadians you know, they're like sick brothers at the 

time. 

SD: (interjecting) This is the New York Convention. 

BF: We were all Canadians, from coast to coast. I mean when we 

went there, we were Canadians; when we got there, we found 

out that the Eastern Seaboard was United States; New York 
Middle, 

City and state was United States; theAMiddle West was the 

United States. Then we had the South, the Deep South, which 

were, they were settin' to pull out if we, if we took the, 

we were gonna cut out the word, the original, the origin-

ation was~ you wouldn't propose for membership any other 

than a competent White candidate. And we cut the 'White' 

out, we had cut it out. (laughs) California, Washington, 

B.C. and we'd always, always used, that I'd initiated alot, 
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BF: (cont) was, was: wouldn't propose for membership other 

than a competent candidates, you see. Jees, the South, at 

this meeting, they were, they were up in the air, about 

this here. But anyways, it went through; and we got, got it 

cut out. But everyone of those sections thought they were, 

they were the United States. And I'm lookin' for this one 

here, to get this one here, pieces, let ya', I'll let ya', 

I'll read it to you when I find this, to show how narrow 

minded they were at the time. (Rustling of paper) (Mumbling) 

SD: Was the union affiliated to the AFL? 

BF: AF of L, yeah, well we belonged to the AF of L ... 

SD~ Yeah, right. 

BF: ... but, yeah, we're the International Association of Mach-

inists. 

SD: And was the Machinists in the Trades and Labor Congress, all 

the way through? 

BF: ~~h? 

SD: The ~1achinists were in the Trades and Labor Congress? 

BF: Oh yes ... 

SD: Yeah. 
today, 

BF: They've always been in there; also~they're one of the ... 
\ 

SD: Right. 

BF: set-ups that endorse the NDP, officially, 

at Ottawa. 

SD: What, can you talk about, like the split the Trades and Labor 

Congress and the Canadian Congress of Labor? 

BF: Well, to begin with, I'll tell you a few incid, I can't put 

them in rotation for ya'. 
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SD: OK. 

BF: I'd have to stop and think out, you know I mean, in following 

each other. But the, we had 
was 

alot of ti, alot of time~with 

the, locally I'll speak, with the fishermen. I'll speak of 

the International after, what our trouble \vas there. We 

left the AF of L for 

ermen, were out; and 
they 

several. years, and .• but with t.he 
, then 

then'\ al?t of us 'tvould · have them 

fish-

back 

in, but~figured, if there's any Leftists, it.was a case, to 

me it was a case of Right Wing against the Left Wing. In 

the early days, the Teamsters had around 33 delegates on the 

Trades Council; in other words, whatever they sai:d, went. 

And the fishermen w ere, we had our, our Aircraft Workers, 

and som~ of them, well after · were with the Fishermen's 

Union, had a couple of jobs with them. And we, we had that 

right under the, Teamster ruled, they had the whole Trades 

and Trade~ouncil. 
SD: When was that, like in the '20's, or? 

BF: Back in the, back in the early '40's and that. 

SD: Early '40's, right. 

BF: Yeah, and then, and then before they had everything, cause 

every little local, bakery Local or anything else, they had 

delegates for. 

SD: Mmhm. 

BF: And they had 30, I think at that time I was there 33 delegates, 

on the Council. And the Aircraft Workers, the Aerospace Work-

ers, and the Fishermen's Union--we used to walk up from Hast-

ings on the street-car up to the Labor Temple, you know, and 

they said to me, "What about runnin' against Shawler? He's 
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BF: (cont) never been opposed for long, you know." I says. "How 

about runnin' against Sho, Shawler, Buster?" jsays, "Runnin' 

against Shawler?" I says, "you think I'm crazy!~ said, "I 

might just as well go down and lay my head on the cart tracks 

there," I said. They said, "Well, he hasn't been opposed, 

you gotta oppose him some way, so." And this kept on, and I 

said, "Geez, gee, I," I said, "anything I could'~ do better 

than that." So I says, "alright." So I ran. And that was 

the first time we'd been opposed for donkey's age, cause 

they had 33 votes, solid, you know, all those little bakery 

locals, and milkmen locals, and they a dozen of 'em around. 

And this, they counted the.votes{"Geez, I'm not doin' bad, on 

this. " And it took all th~Teamster votes to win their elec-

tion. 

SD: Oh. 

BF: And they only won by not too much of a margin then. And that 

was the first time we used the polls, and then after that, it 
0\VH' 

wasn't long after that before he'd J , you know, quit 

out. Things are changed: the teachers comem, they wanted 

to join the union, oh _ they couldn't get anywheres on their 

own hook, you see, they were, they ... 

You're gonna find out, that, we were talkin', the doctors are 

goin' to have to organize, and so is the lawyers and the 

bunch of them, they're all gonna have to organize. 

BF: Don't ever kid yourself that the lawyers aren't organized. 

Don't kid yourself for a minute. And, anyways, I found out, 

I'll tell you about my doctor afterwards, he hadq1ite a talk 

with me; he saw me on TV, and he had quite a talk with me. 
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BF: (cont) But, where we .were at now, was in our local Trades 

Council. Anyways we went around the teachers, the teachers 

came in, and this quite a, sortof a profession; it's sort of 

a 'come-down' . 

SD : ~llnmhn. 

BF: In one sense, that is coming into a trade union movement. But 

alot of them are, alot of them got wise to it. And then after 

a time, there was that 9there, seemed to me there was that 

build-up in there, through the years after. And they got 

back to being professionals~again,in a way and they pulled 

out. But they found out that they didn't do so good out, 

as what they did in. I believe they're, I still believe 

they're affiliated today with the Federation, I don't know; 

my son-in-law ... (Tape Cut) 

... This was a struggle; we had, we had quite a, we had, there 

was years, quite a, quite a fashion in there; we had the 

Marineworkers; and we had alot that weren't long, weren't all 

along organized through the years, you know; and when the 

war broke out, you see, most of your unions and that, the 

membership had gone to nothing :,:f)ractically. And then the, 

then come the splurge up again. And, I don't think that the, 

it didn't hurt anything at that time; but I think, today, I 

question in my mind, just wha, whether they fill their function. 

I got, I got the women on the OutReach Society, must be three 

or four years ago, when they had this C,CCL Convention at 

Hastings Park. 

SD: Mnmhn. 

BF: And I picked up my Machinist paper, and it said, 
go, we 

"We want 

" 
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BF: (cont) to get $150 a month for the old age pension, basic 

pension." And that is from the government. And then it had 

another paragraph7 and it said, "Should be something done 

for the pensioner", see, "should be", but/'to hell with them 

if it wasn't done'. And that, I was readin' in bed there, 

geez I got up and I says, "Those so-and-so's, so-and-so's!" 

I says, "They've got their, they've got that good wage; they've 

got their International Pension Plan; they've got their, 

they'll have their, their Canada Pension; and they'll have a 

full, they'll have a full, full, yeah they'll have a full 

Canadian Pension Plan paid up; they'll have their, a good, 
h!hc,( 

you knoWV'a good plan that we had in the union." 

SD: Right. 

BF: "From the International." And I said, "They talk about,~here 
should be something done." And they're raising it to $150 

basic pension, I figured out, would create, the woman or 

person with just a few bucks, and they were gettin' a little 

income in--they boost it to $150, and they'd have a $150, that 

they, you know they'd boost up their taxable income, the 

extra money on it. So, we, I got together, Margaret next 

door; and I got the head of the OutReach department, Society; 

and I got the girls, and they didn't know what it was all 

about; but we got the printing material, and we made a bunch 

of signs. And, got out there in front and picketed; and my 

, ,neignbor across .:::the road, she was there, and she 's quite a 

talker from Liverpool, and, boy, she can chew us. She was 

a 1abor representative for 300 girls in a printing outfit; 

and she could yak too. Well we ·picketed them on that 
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BF: (cont) basis. I think we had, it was about a $25 or $50 for 

the rich and nothing for the poor. And ... 

Buster, what do you think about Ed and Sid Thompson? 

BF: Ed who? 

Lawson. 

BF: Oh don't tell me about "ed 11:\.wson, I don't, I don't read it, 

I don't think anything. But it's a shame! He's got his 
If 

Teamsterf he's got a, Trudeau gives him a Senatorship, with 

its wages, with that's goes with it~ he's got his 
r':ll 

Local Teamster's pension~ he's got his InternationJpension; 

he's got added wages; he's got about four or five different 

things, they set on. 

SD: Yeah. 

(Tape cut) 

BF: I,J went into the Convention, Canadians you know, 

and see, we come from Canada, I mean Canada, we spoke Canada, 

Canadian. We didn't have these here great separations of, 
to a fella' 

United States has these districts. So we're talkin' in New-

foundland, or fella' in Nova Scotia~ we're talkin' just the 

same as if you're talkin' to anothe~guy in B.C. And we aren't 

in that way. And that was the attitude we took. But there 

was a, there was a great talk goin' on~ by about the third 

day vJe 'llvere pretty quiet a lot, takin' what's go in' ~ and they 

were, they were talkin' about the Hexican question, the 

wet-backs comin' across you know, from the river, and from 

Mexico and workin'. So we, we'd listen to all this; and the 

third day, we were accused of being members of the Communist 

Party, and in the Constitution at that time, nobody's, anybody 
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BF: (cont) who was that was a member of the or any other 

such parties, Facsists or such, weren't eligible for member

ship. So they had one or two in International, in, up more 

in the upper end, ~ere out for 

END OF SIDE I 
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BF: (cont) a clean-out; they had quite a, quite a bunch of trials 

at the International, at the; and they come up before the 

Convention in New York City. And they, they got their way 

in some of 'em. So that was that, at that part of it. 

SD: Can you explain, I know in the shipyards in Vancouver, the 

Labor Progressive Party which were the Communists, tried 

to organize and take the leadership of the Shipyards Federation 

around 19. to 19 , and the cc: • What happened 

there? 

BF: Yeah, were comprised shipyards, 

the, the, the steelworkers, _ what took the steelworker~ 
you 

)v.Je' Il get1; the exact name infa minute I, they, they 
J j\, I -

I 
took over; it used to be in~he First War, it was the International 

! 

Brotherhood of Boilermakers, Blacksmiths, Ironship Builders. 

SD: Right. 

BF: Blacksmiths and Ironship Builders, there's one other cate, they 

had the contractors, and their International Contract for the 

International Boilermakers in the First V'Jorld War. Then the 

Second War, some would carried on, that fellow I worked with 

that was an active member in the First War, was also, he was 

the, he was the co-ordinator, the government put in a labor 
h.e 

sort of a representative of them, where we worked1 

sort of a co-ordinator; and he was originally in the First 

War. But I don't know, I, we had, it was the Leftist element 

of the workers, that were in, and they had got a nucleus, cause 

there was no, the Interhational Fe, the International Boiler-

makers and Ironship Builders and Helpers finished with the 

First World War when the shipbuilding stopped. And then 
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BF: (cont){there was only the odd, odd few working in the dif

ferent plants while shipyards around. And they, like we were 

we were still, we had members at Burrard; and there vvere 

still members at Burrard. 

SD: Right .. 

BF: through the same companies, as there was during 

the war, carried on. The machinists were there; the Marine 

Workers Union v1as the one that took over the Boilermakers 

and several of the .other set-ups that hooked together. 
"1 ,'- ,~ ' ' 

,_-;":•)_~, ): 

SD: Didn't they the CC ? Did they dissi 

. from the Trades and Labor Congress · 

BF: Oh, well, they'd belonged here to the Labor Cou, the Labor 

Council. Then there was one tr, there was one trouble in 

there after years, that they were puttin' them out, but they 

took them back in again. 

take a very active part in 

They, there, they, no they didn't 

the Trades Council, that is 
l'::i '· 

goin' back years ago. And, I've I~ 
of it 

to give the exact 

theor~, I'd have to go back to ... 

SD: papers. 

BF: Yeah, but I worked with them; I worked on many committees. 

Art Lenou who was the Boilermakers, was the representative of 

the, I should say the shipyard, you know shipworkers. He was 

the representative for them. And he was a Leftist, pretty 

good. And Jimmy Barton was the representative for the Pipe-

fitters and Steamfitters, the ... 

SD: What about Bill Stewart? 

BF: The AF of L. Mnmh? 

SD: What about Bill Stewart? He was, Bill Stewart, or som, William 
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SD: (cont) Stewart, was he the ... 

BF: Oh, he was just the, with the, the Asso, oh it's quite a 

name, the Pipefitters Union. 

SD: Right, right. 

BF: Pipefitters and that. I've had, I've had it here after the 

exact wording. And he, then I was from the Machinists, I 

was, when the three of us were by the, by 17 outfits, we 
l 

'I\' <L<> 
were representati v~of'',"'4rievance committee for anything that 

would come on. We'd take it up with the management there, 

with the co-ordinator that they had elected, who was this 

former, former boilermaker in the First World War; he was 
and that 

in his prime then but he was olde~ then in this one1and 

he got too, he was active in the Marine Workers Union. 

SD: Right. Was ,there like a Women's Auxiliary for 

th6se unions? A Women's Auxiliary for those unions? 

BF: Well the women belonged to the union the same as the 

men, only the one union; women belonged to the ship, Ship 

Workers Union, and the welders and that, the ones that were 

working in the machine work and ours, they belonged to the 

Machinists Union. 

SD: What about wives though? Was there lik~a Women's Auxiliary 

that did support work and socials for the union and anything 

like that? 

BF: The, just let me get it back again, I didn't get exactly? 

SD: Right. Was there like a v7omen' s Auxiliary, for the unions? 

A Women's Auxiliary? 

BF: No, women were just the same as I am, a member of the union, 

they come to the meetings, they had a local. 
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SD: Oh, yeah, right. I meant, like who, like wives and? 

BF: Oh there was in places, there was wives; some of them in the 

particularly in the, in the Marine Workers they had wives, 

where the wives, some of them had taken up welding or welding 

and that; mostly in those type of jobs. Some of them, many 

of them, there was some of both in the union, or the husband 

and the wife. And as I say, when, when the time of the, 

when it comes to the lay-offs, the war was comin' tofue end; 

there had to be lay-offs and that. We were called in and 

had a talk, three or four of us; and then 
so 

meeting, andJ\we voiced our opinion. And, 

we had a regular 

as/ say I had a 

very unpopular one for awhile: Mine was that, where there 

was two working in the shipyard, and there shouldn't be two 
o\rtQ?Jl/ f!J; C~,c~quS 

payche,- ~ goin' into one family and no payche: into another. 

That raised quite a, quite a conference when the NDP f0r 

the, the Canadian Commonwealth Paper, that day. They give 

me a ride; and the Boilermaker's Paper really give me a 

ride. And at the Council meeting, it was mentioned at the 

Trades and Labor Council, and what's his na, Showler got up 

and he said, he said, "Well," he says, he says, "Foster either 

an·awful brave man or an awful damn fool," was his actual 

statement. (laughs) • 

SD: Pid people, were they any like demonstrations or anything 

like that against lay-offs, at the end of the war? 

BF: Not in the, not in the yards, because you were, it was, it 

wasn't a case of everything comin' to a stop at the same time. 

Alot of the yards carried on with repair work and that for 

awhile. And the finishing off of ships that were partly under 
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BF: (cont) construction. 

SD: Who got laid off first? 

BF: Mhmn? 

SD: People with ... 

BF: Didn't matter, it didn't matter. 

SD: Didn't matter. 

BF: I '\l , women were there; they weren't ., women weren't 

laid off. As their skills, as their skills weren't needed, 

they were laid off. 

SD: Right, OK. 

BF: And it'd be, it'd be'in ship fitter and that, installing 

machinery and that which is, which is craft work, I mean it's 

precision work in many cases; they hadn't been trained in 

that field. 

SD: Right. 

BF: They had mostly, the big part outside of our bolt shop and 

that, was the repitition, they only, I would go nuts there 

in a short while, you know threading bolts all day, or tapping 

out nuts all day for eight hours. But it didn't matter, it 

didn't seem to matter to them. But they're good for, they 

can't be beat for repitition work, no comparison in there. 

SD: On the Labor Council, were there any women who were active, 

who are representatives of their union? 

BF: Oh, th~( shop steward~ You had, they had their shop steward, 

the same as the machine shop, the same as the engineers, 

outside j they had their shop steward who got thelgfacb or any

thing; and if their shop steward, I was the head shop steward 

there, if they had some problem, they'd •.. 
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SD: Come to you. 

BF: Come down, come down, and say--then, if it couldn't, if it 
I} (;00 xtA';>-i 

couldn't be then, if 1 policy, settle it up at the 

union meetin'. 

SD: Right. How many~ere there any delegates on the Vancouver 

Labor Council, who were women, when you were around, like •.. 

BF: Let's see. 

SD: Like Ellen Barber or Helena Gutteridge, or later on, other 

people? 

BF: Can't, I can't just say for sure, I don't, I don't remember 

in tho, I don't think there were in those days. 

SD: Yeah. 

BF: No, I can't remember one, we ... 

SD: And ... 

BF: We had, we had members took all parts in the union, that is 

all in the meetings, ~nd ... 

\SD: They were women who played a really active role, eh? 

BF: When they belonged to the union, joined the union, they're 

entitl~to all the rights,and privileges, so there'~o 
stoppin' them; and I don't think anybody'd tried to stop them. 

It was, we're glad to, lots of time, to get their view. 

SD: OK. 

(Tape Interruption) 

BF: ... And we were kinda burnt, you know, talkin' about the 

wet-backs comin-' across and that, cause in so many dif

ferent sections of the States, there's not a unifie~et-up. 
But then they're guys right, right from Newfoundland to here 

were like just, were all the same; we'd talk and did things. 



Buster Foster 3597-2 55 

BF: (cont) So ~hot up and said, after they did, and they'd never 

used the term 'Canadian', I said, ~says, the gist of it was 

that I said that, "This highway you're talkin' about," I says, 

"it happens to be that there's pretty near 1200 miles, is 

what is up in that 'foreign' country, amongst those 'foreigners' 

up there, that they, I think it's called Canada." And I said, 
up there 

"~aybe those foreigners/\ would have something to sa;, 

y~u (. '" you know, and I went on. Aftefthat, after 

that when they get up and speak, they say, "United States, 

and Canada, and Canada," from then on in the Convention. 

SD: This is interesting, too, cause this seems to be the people 

from Canada saying that they would rather have the right to 

elect this vice-president who was the Canadian vice-president, 

and not have it vetoed by the American. 

BF: Yeah, yeah, we got those, there's alot of things, there's 

alot in there, in these books that come up, in certain one 

section; that's right, we elect, we elect our own vice-

president. But we had, in those times, as I said we had, 

we had about four sections of the States that were United 

States as far as they were concerned. (Rustling o4baper) 
i 

I was on the- you don't get on many committees, if 

you're, you know, if, you're not}chance to be taken on many 
' 

committees, cause there's only eight or 10 men taken out of 

a million and some members, you knmv. And, I put ... 

SD: You were on your own committee? 

BF: ... up a big fight; I put,pura big fight for organizing in 

Canada; and I got that, I got a business agency set up. But 

I'd like to get that, when we, we •. our own anyways with 
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BF: (cont} the best they had at the Convention. God darn ... 

(Tape cut} ... things were goin~, I wanted to speak, I wanted 

to say something. (laughs}. I don't know whether ever get 

in that position, but I wanted to speak, I couldn'~peak. 

I thought I had an apple, you know; I couldn't do anything. 

So the next time, I got a little speech out, and after, after 

I managed that little issue, then it got easy, come natural 

you know. But I always remember that, went for several meetings, 

which you wanted to say something in it; but you didn't, didn't 

just have, you know, you're wasn't too sure. But I lE!arnt. 

(Tape cut} ... we worked. Well ~orked the ship, I was 1~ 
when I went in at 16, and I was, I went in andi got a job 

as 0\.. r~}i:( ' 
1 

helper for a couple of months. And I was husky; 1:7, 
I weighed a hundred and, I weighed around 178, I mean in 

good trim, I was playin' ball and that in the city here. And 

I went from that, they got short of a bucker-up, I went buckin' 

rivets. And then I was workin" along, I worked at that quite 

awhile, we were on piece-work, I could make more money 

buckin' up with a good rivetter than I could alone. You only 

got 4.60 a day then, for a day's work, unless you're on piece-

work. So I, I worked along; and then one day the boss come 

up and told me to come down below. He said, 

Hello, 
~~-

II He was Jones, Bobby Jones, he was the most 

grouchy lookin' guy 

down," he says, "go 

you'd want, and quiet. So he says, 
below the 

downf\withJ\gang plank at the bottom." 

"Go 

Oh 

geez I didn't know what he wanted, didn't tell me what for. 

So I got down there, and told me, "This is, this is the gang," 

he says, "go up rivetting on the top deck." And well I was 
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all of a sudden~'1T 

is 18, so that was quite a boost. When I went in, they were 

working, I thought this is your, the goal was, was to be 

a rivetter; and you thought you had the world; you're young 

enough to think you had the world, you know, in a knot. And 

I found out after that it hadn't began; there was nothing 

to it, when, you see, when the war finished. And 

END OF SIDE II 
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SD: isn't it, the way that things are changing 

BF: 

eh? 

Oh, it's come truer than ever, I mean there's so 
) 

said there . we spoke, oh last year, there's so 

much, as(I 

much that 

too few are tryin' to take too much out of the economy. 

And that goes in all of these countries, so you've got 

down to, where you've got religious class wars and every-

thing else. No, I'm not surprised at all. I see it even 

locally; we've got this, it didn't seem like much, we got 

all this here housing problem; we've got all these local 

thing, work and job. And what happens, it gets out of 

bounds so they start a war. But I hope this time, they 

take the powers that be and march them out, and do the 

fighting while we sit home, and ..• 

SD: Watch our television. 

BF: Yeah. (Laughs) 

SD: I wanted to go back a little bit to when we vJere talking 

about the shipyards in the '40's. I wanted to ask you, I 

was never that clear; what work did you do during the war? 

BF: I was with the machinis£Y, in the installation, mechanical 

ins, oh, I was working in, I worked in on the drilling in 

the shop on the radial drill. And also drilling andmpping 

the sterns, for the stern bearings, and up, ou·tside the back 

end. 

SD: What shipyard was that? 

BF: That was in the North Shore, in the North Shore Yard~ 

SD: Right. 

BF: We, I also, I spent a year building the derricks. I worked 
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BF: (cont) on that for a year buildin' them all as they changed the, 

from the trucks on the small Corvettes to thefreighters; and I 

worked in the East Gantries building these derricks, and 

construct them ready to go. Then after that I was on maint
and 

enance. After it finished that, we started the big ships, the 

our superintendent, he said, "well," he said, "now, you, you 

take charge; and anything that keep them running." 

He says, "That's your, that's all you have to do in the yard, 

just to see that there, those cranes are all running." So 

that was my job I finished. 

SD: So were you like a foreman? Were you ... 

BF: No. 

SD: No? 

BF: No. I just, no, no, I was just by myself, but then . you 

didn't need a foreman, you know for that. 

SD: I wanted to ask you a bit about when the war began, did the 

labor force really change in the shipyards alot infue way 

that you worked there? 

BF: Well, see I wasn't workin' at that before I went back; the 

First World War, I worked. 

SD: Yeah, right. 

BF: I worked at drilling, and buckin' up. I was buckin~p and 

rivetting in the First World ~'Jar. But the Second World War, 

I come in to, I offered the Air Force to go in, because I 

worked on the high speed boats and that, some of the rum-

runners puttin' them in. So I thought, well there's not 

too many of us, that way familiar. So I contacted the Air 

Force with their boats, they had a, thought maybe they'd 
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BF: (cont) be alright; but you didn't get, you didn't get no 

satisfaction from there. So I went back in, in the yards; 

and I offered there to go back in on the rivettingmd that. 
on the 

But I went i~, I went in the machine shop, because I'd been 

workin' through the years after that, as an engineer around 

the coast, and with machine work. 

SD: Right, OK. What was the IM1 ppsition in the union, like in 

the shipyards, did they have jurisdiction over certain groups 

of workers? 

BF: Well, we had, we had what they call a Cfoint Shop Stewards 

Committee. And we had the Shop Steward from, who was pipe

fitters and electricians; there was the labof(~teelworkers; 
and there were our machinists and pipefitters. We were all 

the same ones that in it, I forget how many it was, 12 orD 
~ -

or s, I don't, anyways,--and they, , the Joint Shop 

Stewards meeting, and the Joint Shop Stewards meeting picked 

out three representatives to represent the~it~ll grievances 

that. We were also on the Labor Management Committee. But 

we had Jimmy Barton of the pipefitters, Art Lenou of the ship

workers in.' that day, in this last war it was the Shipyard W:>rkers 

Union, and then ... 

SD: . Was that the Boilermakers~ 

BF: Well, the First War we were Bo, International Boilermakers; 

but on this one, we had the, our Local set-up, not the 

International. And they called it the Joint Shipyard Workers, 

and I think that's what their right title was, itws the l.oc-

al set-up. Then there was myself from the Machinists. And 

three of us were picked out from the 16 or 17 different union 



Buster Foster 3597-3 61 

BF: (cont) set-ups, to represent them on the grievance committee 

in the yard, which we did. And we also sat on the Labor 

Management Committee. And we also, I had chairman as far as 

the yard goes; I was chairman of Sports andvelfare, parti~ 

ularly Welfare: somebody died, it was a case of raisin' 

funds; we had several incidences of that; at first we had 

nothing, we had nothing like that; and then we decided to 

form this committee. And the first thing happened, what 

started, really put it off: we had a painter that had come 

back from overseas; and he was home lookin' after his wife, 

had two or three little kids, couple little kids; and he had 
t)GIS /" 

stayed hom~,rhelpin' her for about a month o~so. And he 

come back on the, on to work and he was up o~he deck and 

he dropped dead, you know. So that started this to, Welfare 

was my set-up that I had. And I we had to figure a way of 

raising money; and we always took up hat collections and that 

you know, but to have something more substantial. So we 

\Mv ~L. 
formed a field day or sports day atvl4ann Park. An~e put, we 

had put up better prizes than what they give around in ord-

inary picnic; and we had treasure hunt for kids, I don't know 

how many of us had 30, 40 cans, we sealed them wj_th a half-

dollar in them you know, all over the park. Then in the races, 

we give, we give one two and three dollars for prizes, which 

in those days used to be two bits or four bits. 

SD: Right. 

BF: Good money. But it worked good. And we raised, we raised, 

possibly we cleared I think 13 or $1400, which was alot of 

~ 
money in those J; oh we had, when we started out, and .decided 
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BF: (cont) this, we had contacted two, one or two ; and 

they were gonna send· hundreds of dollars worth of stuff you 
that 

know to us; and then we found OU,. under the company we 

couldn't take it, we couldn't take it under thE.?. company, 

But they, they, we really had a lot of stuff to give to us; 

so we had to turn that out. And then we turned around, we 

got the idea of puttin' these cans, got th~canf ); 

then buried them all over the place; and had the hunt for 

the kids. Then we had the races, we had all races for kids 

and grown-ups. And we give one, two and three dollar prizes 

through it. So it worked out very good, we managed, we had 

I think 13, 13 or $.1400 in there. So this fella'd come horne, 

and he'd just, he had, just building a little place, and 

he had it, it wasn't plastered and that you know, just gettin' 

by when he, this happened. So we had enough to finish off 

alot of those things. 

SD: 

BF: And, we were able to give her the balance in cash to go buy. 

(Laughs) That was the one that, that was the one where the, 

our Trotsky or Stalinites days, got up in the air, come down 

to the house with the delegation, you know; and told me, he 

says, "What do you want to do for?• He says,"The sooner you 

break them down, the soone.pou can lead them." I says, 

"Listen, who wants to lead a broken down women with a 

couple of kids, anywheres!" I said, I said, "Don't be 

crazy;" I says, "those, that woman and her children will 

be a friend of Labor, as long as she lives." And we had 

different, different cases. In the union, we had our set-
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BF: (cont) ups too you know. But that was set on a basis, We 

eventually fought for to get a death penalty, and event-

ually we got that; and it was a $1000 about $1800 now; 

if a person's in these different thingsjand the~erage member 

doesn't see them, you know he doesn't see them, he hears 

about this one or that, he takes a special collection. But 

they come up; and when some of them, when they come up, even 
I 

in those days, it was, it was bad because you were so 1 ! ; 
-hrroe-;. were. ·!vv' S i-v 

I mean what your, what you had was just to get by living, 

it wasn't like today, it's up or down. And we were, we 

were always able to raise something, $100 or $200 or that; 

in some of these cases they had nothing, cause they come out 

of a, they come out of a Depression; and they had accumul

ated nothing. So when it come to dy1~ I got tired because 

I was president of the union at that time, and ... 

SD: This, what union was that? 

BF: I was in the Machinists, yeah ... 

SD: Was that in the '40's, or? 

BF: Mnhmn? 

SD: What year was that? 

BF: Oh, that's back in the, back in the 40's, yeah. They just ... 

SD: During the war? 

BF: Beg your pardon? 

SD: During the war, were you president, or, was that during the 

war that you were president? 

BF: Yes, oh yes, yeah, I was there for, I've been now, I'm on my 

fortieth year, member with them. But we haafhat, and of course 
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BF: (cont) we had the same as you have today, where every-

where you've got a certain bunch, younger you are, the 

more you don't see why things should be a certain way. 

And we had, in that day, we had a bunch, come_ _ _ a 

Depression, after ridin~ the back and forth, 

and workin' in the work camps so long, in the interior 
either 

and that--they had, ·naturally they hadmme to the,vthey're 

takin' a Leftist view, the same as I wa~uite Left myself; 

but I wasn't'quite that, quite as far as that. But I was 

Left. And as I say, in these meetings, we had, we had quite 

a progressive·"bunch in the Aircraft Workers Union, some of 

them afterwards v1ere in the Fishermens, I was in the Fisher-

mens Union too, I had to belong, and we, when I wasfuere, 

they drew up an agreement with the Fishermen: that where 
where our men would -

our men,,':J\ work, they paid dues, then they ~~irejworkin' in 

their shop and that; and like me, I was out engineer, chief 

engineer on packers, I paid dues into the two unions, kept up. 
that's ,L 

There was an agreement,~the only one I seen like that; an1I 

was the instigator of that, because it was so much our men 

would be out in the fishing season, with the canneries or 

that, our mechanics and their men on the winter; their eng-
5 

ineers come in; and they'd work like hipyards or 

that, on overhauling. 

SD: Right. 

BF: No, it, I don't, I don't think that we have the same relattion 

today. I am against, I was back to the Conventions in New 

York, and there was ... 

SD: I wanted to ask you about during the war, when wa~t that 
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SD: (cont)~women began to came in, to come in to the shipyards? 

You described guys, men who had ridden the rods during the 

'30's. 

BF: Yeah. 

SD: When did the women come into the yardS, 

BF: Well, the women came in very soon, because as soon as we 

started building the big ships, as soon as we started 

building the big ships, we had to start up the bolt, we 

were using so many bolts, we had to start up the bolt 

and 

out 

all It vlas 

ear the war, come, just as soon 

as we, soon as we, 

to c:ome 

SD: How d t hired? 

BF: r;ve 11 ro 

rs of 

had 

I n.k a 

a t of ~ but I never, I 

can~t f course I wasn't 

I 

SD: t you a t. of 
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SD: (cont) that process~ what would happen? 

BF: The which? 

SD: What was the initiation process? 

BF: Well the process is, I had it there, you initiated them but 

you, do you, there was one factor that we cut out till they, 

till before the convention: And that said in there that you 

wouldn't, you wouldn't propose for membership other than, 

other than a competent White candidate. And, that was part-

icularly strong in the Southern States. 

SD: Mnmhn. 

BF: And in s, in; the, in Washington, and in California and here.,_ 

they had quite a little battle at that time about it. 

SD: Right, I remember you told me abo.ut it. 

BF: Yeah. 

SD: Yeah. 

BF: Yeah, we had quite a little battle. Cause we went along. 

And I never used the word, and they said, anybbd}l,t a competent 

wil~· I always said, "competent candidate"1 of course we could 

have been expelled at that time or before, really. 

SD: I was reading some minutes of the Labor Council, and I saw 

an early statement by the IAM, I think it was in 1939 or 1940 ••• 

BF: Mnmhn. 

SD: ••• where they were concerned that women were gonna take jobs 

from men. Was that, was that ••• 

BF: This is quitting. 
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SD: ••• an issue in the yards? 

BF: We had ••• 

SD: This is isn't in the end of the war, this is at 

BF: It's coming, when coming in the end of the war ••• 

SD: Oh I see. 

BF: ••• when things were slowin' down. And I was quite, quite 

active; I spent, I spent over 11 days a month just in settin'il\P-~QJv:j 

on the, in the Labor at that time. And it come from the 

lay-~ffs; well~eing on the Labor-Management for years, 

and being with, with certain amount of women that we had7-

30 or 40 of them, and we had several couples working in 

the yard, that was, be a, wife would break and be, get 

broken in as a welder or that, and in different jobs, 

they had some different jobs--so I thought at the time 

that, for a man and a wife who were gonna have a low-o, a 

lay-off, then it shou•ld, it shouldn't be two paycheques 

goin' 01 of one family,~hen another family's out on the 

rocks. That was the stance as I took1 and I said, "where 

there's two in the yard, then one must be laid off, not 

necessarily the woman, that one should, that one should be 

/11'·.~ 
off, one job to one family." So that went alright7 the 

-.B 
1oilermakers give me a ride, on it1 I was, I was discrim-

inating, you see. And the, oh several of these, few of 

the unions, you kicked about it. But I says, "it's common 

sense." And I spoke that in our Labor Management meet; I 
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BF: I think it wa~olicy, oh I think it really happened after 

the Packing Workers in Winnipeg come out with big headlines 

that, "one job for one, for the fam!iy". 

SD: How did you enforce that? That's what I'm curious about. 

BF: Well we , we had no way, we had no way to enforce it, be-

cause our personal lay-off was when we quit a certain section, 

then that shut down the, the, but on the welders and that, they 

worked along, !'.don't know how they did exactly, on their lay-

offs. But I was speakin' of our own, at that time. And I 

spoke, I spoke generally as a, shipyards as a whole, we're 

speak in • • It would apply to them all, c:.ur th~l19'l.l:t:s applied 

to it, of, of one job, one family, at that time. It isn't 

like .. :times are today: there wasn't the money like today. 

People never did get very rich during that period. 
it was, so 

SD: OK, so,~in fact there was no real way to enforce the policy 

though. Management didn't, they didn't go around, for example 

to, if there was a couple in the yard, and say to one of them, 
:') 

Or 

youtll have to leave, or 

BF: Well, they made lay-offs, they madelay-offs in families, but 

it was up to, it was up to the Bovlermakers as who had pretty 

near, or a big part of the women outside of us. That was in 

this particular yards in the North Shore. It would be up to, 

it would be up to them: they could take it then if want to: 

if they wanted to take it by seniority, alright, they might 

be, they might lay-off a big part of the women. But I wasn't 
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BF: (cont) it was the same thing, same exactly the same ritual. 

SD: So they were equal members in the union ••• 

BF: Mnrnhn, they were ••• 

SD: ••• on the same seniority lists. 

BF: They.· couldn't, couldn't be all heavily trained because we 

had helper•1 we had apprentices and all kin~Sdifferent sect

ions in the union. 

SD: Oh, did women ever become apprentices? 

BF: I didn't have, I din't have a woman apprentice. But, see, 

our 75, I think it was 756 was our Aircraft Local, ••• 

SD: Right. 

BF: That's where we had the big part of the women working, that 

was, they were, they had, they were a branch off of Boeing~s 

set-up. 

SD: That's right. 

BF: Oh we had quite a, quite a big local: we had a big local 

of Aircraft workers, and that was where a big part of our 

women were working. 

SD: And were they apprentices there? Were they sponsored? 

BF: Well I can't tell you exactly whether there'd be apprentices, 

or how they worked there. 

SD: Right. 

BF: How they worked their set-up in there, no doubt they could 

have been, certain apprentices, I imagine in Boeing in Seattle, 

they will be both. I don't, I can't tell you here what it was. 
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SD: When women came into the shipyards, how did the guys react 

to that? 

BF: Oh, we didn't, I don't think, I don't think there was, I 

don't th~nk ;twas noticeable, because as far as we were 

)i:fTI!.
concerned, no I don't think, because alot of them, alots 

I 

them were related before. And we'd have different functions 

at times that we'd gone to. No, I can't see any, I couldn't 

see difference in the ••• 

SD: Did the women ••• 

BF: It wasn't the case, you think you got a bunch of wild women. 

And we're gonna chase them or anything. (laughs) 

SD: (laughs) And so·, did guys feel comfortable with women 

working in the yards though? 

BF: Did they? 

SD: Did they feel c~mfortable with the women /th~y·were woEking wi:th? 

BF: Well. I, I, I never felt uncomfortable. I never seen any of 

them about it. They had their work, and they had their own 

facilities and restrooms. And, no, I don't think so, I can't 

I can't remember any, maybe there are cases of a couple of 

smart goonies or that someplace, but I can't remember any 

where, I knew these girls, alot of them, and when we had 

,c.;. 
our big do's, you know, dancev'and that, we'd have them and, 

and they came; and then I knew many of them for years; I :met 

them afterwards when they were around, and alot of them had 

either brothers or fathers workin' in the yards in many 
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BF: (cont) cases; therEW many cases that they were related before. 

SD: 

No, I thought they were a good, I never had any, I never run 

into any big trouble, troubles that way, or trouble with the 

as you might say. 

What kind of vmmen came 

into the yards; were they mostly young women; or were they 
I( 

all ages 

BF: No, they would be mostly young women, but they'd be in their 

20's to 30's, quite a few; most of them were in that; and 

there's a few maybe a little more, pretty hard to tell a 

women's age, in there from 20 to 40.~ But they went in, goin' 

by my own age, and knowin' some of them, that we connected; 

I think that they, they were on in their 20's and 30's mostly. 

SD: Were most of them married, or most of them single? 

BF: · Mnmh? 

SD: Do you know if most of them were married or single? 

BF: Well, some of them were single I know; but I wouldn't say 

that they were mostly married (laughs) , because I never 

asked them that. I never asked them whether they were 

married or not. But I imagine that quite a few were, could 

have been married; but some of them were single, I that, 

yeah. 

SD: Did the women get involved in the union at all? 

BF: They took, they took a part for things that they wanted, or 

things that they needed, they brought up. But we didn't have, 

you see alot of us were male, particularly in the shipyard 

and that, and most of the union shop had been years in the, 

in the union, possibly come up through as apprentices, had 
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BF: (cont) served apprenticeships and come up through their life, 

some of them been in, we had all ages in there~ and the 

women was only a new thing during:~ shipyard time or aircraft 

time~ but it was like, as it was like Seattle, lots of them 

carried on then through the trade because they had big build-

ing, you know big buildings there which they didn't have 

here. No, there was nothing for them to fall on; it was a 

fill-in job at that time. 

SD: Right. So the women wouldn't get that involved because 
,-

they didn't, they didn't have a sense of , 

BF: Oh, they, you mean in the activ, union activities. 

SD: Yeah. 

BF: Oh, they had their say; they had their say. They had, some-

times we had, used to get the odd small thing, they could 

settle most of the things themselves. And if it come up 
(tX• ' 

to organizing"or if it come, some trouble they had in their 

shop or where they're workin', they could have the shop 
would 

steward of business agent(\have to look into it, and see what's 

what. We didn't the trouble in the shipyard because they 

had a, they had their own building, and they had their own, 

they had their own shop steward. And I can't, I never had 

much trouble, never had much tr~-they had their little ding-

bats themselves sometimes, amongst themselves; but they 

never come, no petty stuff, didn't come down, wonder what 

it WaS;'/ might Want SOmething in the restrOOmS f WaSn It right, 

or something like that--but never had much, many backbiters. 

SD: Were there any specific grievances that women seemed to 

have? 
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BF: I never any grievances about their work. If they had, if 

they had a grievance, it might be something to do with their, 

with the, something to do with the conditions, you know. No, 

they didn It have a I they didn I t_,,didn It. many grievanCeS i they 

had a few petty ones amongst themselves or odd things that 

got straightened out as far as their work goes, some 

or something that they \.Yere doin' about it, want a change. 

There was a whole, why they could sit up there for six months, 

and you'd never, you know you wouldn't know they were there. 

SD: Right. Did they actually physically come out to union meet-

ings? 

BF: Oh, they came when they felt like it, yeah, they came, and 

they could come there, we had the odd time. In particular, 

see, the odd, we had a few shops around town, like the 

mattress shop or springs where we had taken them in because 

they had no place to go; we were asked to take them in. 

And they had, for awhile they had grievances and that, and 

then they got conditions , and got their wages; and we never 

had much, heard much from them. I didn't have much to do 

with the downtown, except when it come to initiatin' new 

members or that. 

SD: OK, right. How about women's concerns about things like 

uniforrrk' or headd;r:esses, or washrooms? 

BF: 
\r:>-/ \!:~~/ 

Nell they, they)vround, vround around moving machinery or 

drill presses and that, they had to wear, they wore, you 

know how women do their hair, because there's always a 
<~;! 

chance< would spin; I even caught my own hair in the catch, 
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BF: (cant) you get t51pped, you get too close, it seems to be 
I / ~<--{~l_.J'i>; 

,~ 
i 

then it the, it hair, ' gets gets the 

of course if it's long hair, it'd pull it in. In those cases, 

according to that work, why they, they would have to be 

careful, they done the, they did their hair up, you know how 

women does 

SD: Were there any industrial accidents reported like that 7 

BF: I can't, I can't remember anything particular, whether they 

caught a, or got a cut finger or something or somethin'. I 

never, I never any accidents, nothing like getting their 

hair caught in a piece of machinery or anything like that. 

No they were very minor whatever there was during that 

time. 

SD: Do you know any of the other unions or the Machinists 

took special measures to try and reach out to women, who 

came into the yards, like to try and encourage them to be 

active or teach them trade unionism? Was there any at-

tempt by the unions to ... 

BF: Well. 

SD: ... say, "Look, there's a new group of workers coming in here; 

we' 11 have to deal ~~vi th them;" anything like that? 

BF: No, I can't, I can't say, all I did was they had got, they 

had got their permit, got the job, and they got a permit from 

the union; and as far as I was concerned, that was good en-

ough; and if they got the job, then I told them.they had, I 

forgotten exactly now, whether they had 30 days to join the 

union or that; and, but there was never anything, there was 

never any 

END OF SIDE I 
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~cit_ 2' 

SD: So, yeah you were saying there, there weren't any special 

kinds of, it was just generally acceptance into the union, 

and that was 

BF: Oh yeah, well you see, "i.ve weren't on the "make" or anything; 

they were, they were as far as we were concerned, they were 

workers, you know they were just workers. And as far as, 

I think they were all, I think it all figured the same, what 
de·~) 

you didn't matter whether they were there or where they were; 

if they were goin' Out to raise hell and have a good time, 

why they did. But there was no, there was nothing, there 

was nothing there to, like that, wasn't a case that it was 

a place to come and have a good time or raise Cain.~ (,laughs) 

SD: Do you remember who was, who the woman steward was, do you 

remember her name or? 

BF: Oh, yeah, I think she was married, I know her brothers name 

at that time was; and she was pretty active, he was with 

the, he was with the Longshoremen ,for years afterwards, used 

to drive a truck. I forget what her mar, her maiden name 

was Foster, the same as mine, ... 

SD: Oh really'? 

BF: (Laughs) Yeah. I remember that. And in the relief days, when 

we were , when we were, used to have to go down, gather 

our wherewithal! with a gunnysack, I remember I was, I was 

about 796, and I think her brother was 797 or something, and 

our numbers in those days, I always remember he was always 

either behind me or, But outside of that I, oh no, they were 
as 

just the same the mrdinary people today; beaause a woman went 
I 1\ 

' to work didn't mean that she was the riff-raff of the world 
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BF: (cont) or anything. 

SD: 
during 

Were people pretty accepting of women workingl\the war? 

people accept women working during the war? 

Did 

BF: I think so, I don't see why not, we did, it was common, it 

was quite a common, yes, it was, it was a way of life in 

those days, not only there but in the other jobs around, 

alot of other work had opened up; th~ aircraft workers had 

the same thing, where we had a lot of women. And to us 

they weren't, to us fellows that were workin', they weren't 

a new object or anything else; be the same thing you might 

be out in a picnic or a ball game together as far as that 

goes, or anything else. Oh, there wasn't the great sexual 

\:l/ 
attractions, we'll pUJit that way, that took place, no ~hat 

that I know of anyways, oh know. Of course when you think 

of women and workin' and men, that's the main thing you 

wonder, the main thing in their sub-conscious 'that's goin' 

by, "I wonder what the sexual relations; what the actions 

were," back and forth. And no, we had none of that, but. 

SD: It was pretty quiet, eh? 

BF: r-Inmh? 

SD: It was pretty quiet. 

BF: Well we had the odd, we used to have the odd dance at the 

union and that, when we 
I 

:.~-j 

and that; but it wasn't, 

we didn't live from one year to the next for a big blow-

out, and see how much hell we could raise, (laughs). No 
' // J' 

they were tak., .. they were taken, they were respected, you 

could say that they had their respect; it wasn't a case 

of, because they were workin' that they were an open target 
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BF: (cont) for anybody that come along. 

SD: Right, OK. Were there many women who took on stewards pos-

itions? Or did women ever run for the executive in the 

unions? 

BF: Well they had their, they had their, I think we had one or 

two stewards there, that is in the women. And they carried 

it along emotionally; if they had something they couldn't, 

they couldn't handle, or they were stuck a bit or wanted 

help; then they'd send down to the machine shop, and I'd 

go up and see what was what, see them if they, what if 

they had somethin' they'd want to bring it up at the next 

regular meeting or that, or somethin' that they couldn't 

so, set, settle there at the time. But I never had much 

trouble with them; there, you, they were pretty good that 

way. 

SD: Do you remember any examples of times women did bring up 

issues or grievances? Do you remember any examples of; 

or stories about women who did bring up grievances or any 

'? problems 

BF: No, their mostly grie, might have been something in the 
\F·-' 

restroom, or something in those angl~~ but if they had 

any personal grievances ... , 

SD: Right. I meant more like contract. 

BF: They like this ... Eh? 

SD: I meant through the contract. 

BF: No, no, we would have to bring up, if it was a breaking offue 
i 

contract or working con~tion, we would have to bring it up, 
" j I 

or that they weren't getting the wages that they should get, 



Buster Foster 3597-3 87 

BF: (cont) or things like that; but their personal doing, unless 

they started to fight or raise Cain or something, why we 

wouldn't have any occasion to interfere with them. 

SD: Did, did alot of young men also come into the shipyards at 

the beginning of the war ... 

BF: Oh yes. 

SD: ... both men and women? 

BF: The First World War, I was, I was young man;in the First 

World War; and I went into the shipyards, I quit into 

the shipyards in 19, about l916,15,then. There was a, oh 

yes there was always a certain amount of young ones 

, passers for rivets; we had girls in the 

shipyard, used to pass rivets. They got some of them were 

pretty good. 

SD: Was that during the First World War? 

BF: First World, same in the Second, yeah. 

SD: What was the difference between the two world wars in terms of ... 

BF: J:-inmh? 

SD: Did, women worked in both world wars. 
I 

BF: There were women in both wars, not as much i~he First World 

War, there wasn't as much in the First World War as the 

Second. But no, they we had quite a few young women passing, 
r 

rivet passers. They were mostly oh girl'J1you know that 

was the case of heatin' the rivet, and throwin' it up; you 

might be up the side of the ship workin' on the, rivetting; 

and they'd showed up and we have the heater thrown up and 

then they'd catch it; and they had this bucket, and they'd 

catch the rivet and take it in their tongs, and then set it 
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BF: 

SD: 

BF: 

(cont) in the .. way, and started it in. Oh, we had a few 
1~ 

of that, and them, might have been the odd girl hea ·ing rivets. 

But this was the, it would be the exception. There would be, 

there no doubt there would be the odd one. 

How would they get those jobs? 
if they 

~·Jell, just from the gate same as anybody else. They 'f:.Jere short 

of passers, see, the passers were always young, young boys 

mostly. And if you, to get the job, people tha1are lookin' 

that way, they kno'v somebody that knows an angle, they know 

there's a job going, or be hirin' some. Naturally 

they go. 

SD: Right. 

BF: You know, I mean that's the way things pass, they didn't have 

to go to the union to get the job, but after after they had 

the job, why they could be, I don't know what they got, a 

helper's wage or what, we didn't have any. I don't remember 

in the First v'Jorld War too much, I was rivetting the First 

World War; I went in drilling, I quit, I went to King George 

High up here and then I quit there. And went over, I had a 

chum who was nuts on wrestling, a physical kosher artist, and 

always go along and grab anything and pump himself up and 

down with either arm 1you know. And he was small compared with 
Gee, 

me, so he says, Jff I was as big as you, I'd be over in the 

shipyards working." And so, I eventually I did go across, 

of course there was alot of tale, there was alotd stories 

that we had and that between there and Alaska at the time. 

No, I think that the shipyards, I think the the women were 

doin' doing did well.That's just what I come in contact with. 
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BF: (cont) And they must have done well with the Packing 

Workers set-up in Winnipeg, which was speakin' for the, 

United Packing Workers speaking for the country. That was 

the biggest kick I got out of, when they cam{out with that 

statement that where there's two of them workin', that there'd 

be one job laid off instead of both laid off from one out-

fit. 

SD: Were you:worried, in terms of that statement though that 

in fact employers would use it to discriminate against women? 

That women would be the ones that were laid off? 

BF: Well, discrimination is something that's hard to, it's a 

hard thing to, to give examples of it. If, the only way 
~ i < \; 

that I could give ar , if I had, a woman wanted to move 

these plants or that, and I said, "No, it's a man's, got to' 

be a man that moves those plants." That would be, to me 

that wouJd be discrimination you see. So I can't figure it 

in the works, because it's only certain work that they could 

do in the shipyards, that they were trained to do. They had 

trained, they didn't take too much training; but if you were, 

took four years training to do, well you wouldn't 

find them in the shipyard. 

SD: was that, was that because employers saw them as temp-

orary workers? 

BF: Well, they were, you had a job that takes so nuch, it r s like 

cooking, just fryin' eggs and a few things, an~hat's fine 

and dandy, but if it come to makin' the fryin' pan and the 

stove to cook it on, that's a different thing. And that's 

the, the same thing applies in comparison:.~.to the yards; 
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BF: (cont) these women could do certain jobs;Aphysically capable 

of certain jobs; and if it's anything that's repetition work, 

then you can't beat them, I mean they're tops in repetition 

work, I wouldn't want to try to begin to follow them, no, I 

don't there was, I don't think there was discrimination. 

SD: But was there a sense that it wasn't worthwhile hiring women 

into, let's say skilled posit:Ji:ons, where they'd be trained? 

BF: Well, the case it was worthwhile in those days, because 

there wasn't the amount of workers. They/were short of 

workers; and it was a case of using them; there was more 

jobs than there were men, trained men to handle. And certain 
·r 

lightlfobs they could do, you know,lighter work they could 

do quite well like the welding and that and they become, 

they become quite proficient in it. 

SD: Right. 

BF: And the same as with ours, we, see, in our shop we didn't have 

the, we didn't have the amount of workers, I had, I had, I 

didn't many in in my jurisdiction in the yards, outside of 

the bolt shop. 

SD: Were women seen though as being ih those jobs only for the 

war; and after 

BF: Well, I think that.:'if they came into a war job, I think that 

it it it would be for that time; if there was an outside, if 
~~Lop 

they get into an outside business, that is some small 

and that, they got started in where they couldn't get labor 

and that, or didn't have labor, I think possibly it could 

carry on; but it's not the general practice alot of those 

jobs, women go in for alot better jobs, that is alot of 
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BF: (cont) them. 

SD: Do you remember how women felt about the idea, '.of one person 

in the family only working? Did they ever talk about that 

to you? 

BF: I never talked about it, because I never talked to, I never 

discussed it, I never discussed it with anyone particularly; 

I had my, I had my good go, with the good roasting I got about 

discriminating against against them. 

SD: Right. But the women didn't raise that 

BF: No, no, this was some of the, this was some of the gang 

that \rJanted something to holler about, and that sounded 

good, discrimination against them, when I laid them off, 

but it was different when we took them on and saw that they 

got conditions and wages, that was differenti but when it 

come to the way off; and it used to be, we had a gang that, 

and fellows that I know~well they were the same asihey 

are today, it's always a holler about conditions here, and 

this conditions here; and I do a little myself, I holler about 

Trudeau a bit, and the constitution and things like that, and 

the same thing as at the NDP or the 1i>7omen' s Rights, or ... 

SD: Right. 

BF: ... things like that I take an interest in them, as human be-

ings, as a human being I do. 

SD: OK. Did the, were the, was there a union new~letter that 

used to have a women's column in it, do you remember? 

BF: In the, well we never had, we had th1odd one come in in our 

news, I don't know which one I get. But it's a , generally there's 

some local had this and so many members, not much, it hasn't 
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BF: (cont)/\much, not much to it in the article; and I've often 

thought of v1ritin'. tellin' them to give us some down to 

earth stuff here, instead of tellin' us this here 40-year 

member or 50-year member, and they got new, six business 

agents, and so. That's all there was, not give us somethin' 

on the conditions, what's \vhat. I thougfi>seriously of i·t. 

l1Je have one young fella' , I don't know whether he's young or 

what he is, but in my letter that I got a fe1jv months from the 

union, from the, come in from under the union, head of the, 

awhile back. And he was, he shov.red the most progressive 

set-up I'd seen; he was tryin' to, had an idea, was out 

here, he had an idea of starting up, putting a little 

life and pep, politically motivating in the union, he 

was one of the business agents. And I set it to one 

side, I was gonna' write, I was gonna' drop him an 

answer, but he was try, .. get the membership all • •;.. 

SD: Mnmhn. 

BF: ... figured that if he, a little younger than I am, he 

maybe gets a better dream. But what he did say, he took, 

he was taking an attitude that had never been taken by 

the union to get politically conscious; except there was 

a few of us that were , but it never never took 

place. But he was really puttin' in an effort for it; it 

was quite a letter I got. And you see our union recog-

nized the NDP from a way back, one of the ones that was 
\c-1/ 

officially represent of, acknowledg~/them, as membership, 

as members. And they, we all we had, in Ottawa we always 
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BF: (cont) had an active part, our Canadian president and that, 

vice-president was, part of the, they took the labor ground 

that way. But what actions they get, I don't know, because 

some of them I knew out here, one or two, in war, we had 

quite an argument, oh big argument come up ~vho would drill 

the holes for bolting up or that on underwater fittings or 

fittings that come through valves ... 

SD: Mnmn, right, right. 

BF: ... and that through the hull. And we had quite a time here, 

quite a battle went on. So at last ... 

SD: 1i'Jho was that between? 

BF: Mnmh? 

SD: Who was the, who was fighting? 

BF: We were, big argument betv1een the shipbuilders in the Ship-

builders you know Union and us; it was a jurisdictional fight 

that way, you see; and a lot of it was fair. it was 

fairly precision work, it had to be right, particularly when 

it come to the mounts. So we took it to the, got it from 

the, oh I guess it's our Supreme Court, we, judge here in 

Victoria. We took it up; and I'd maintained that certain 

work was ours, but always had done it. And they'd taken 

the idea that, I guess if they could come in, and they 

could force it, you know force it through~ So we took, we 

took it up; and, I'll think of his name, we comes from the 

Supreme Court's judge, we appeared in Victoria ahead of them, 

and put our cases up. And he made the ruling at that time 

which settled it, that "machinists would drill all holes 

{i} 
pertaining to their work. 
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SD: Right. 

BF: And they were kickin', they were kickin' on the idea that, 

see we had certain water-tight fittings and that come through 

to the machinery and that, and have to be drilled right. And 

they were taking that anything that was, it didn't matter, a hole 

anywhere's on the ship was their work, you see. We done this 

for generation. So which we took it to Victoria; I went over 

from here; and we appeared, we appeared before the Supreme 

Court judge, Sloane; and after we'd finished our cases through, 
the 

he~handed down that ruling, thatAmachinists would drill all 

work in the hulls of the ship and that, pertaining to their 

job.~Few things like that. 

SD: Was that like connected to the political fight that went on 

in the shipyards between the ... ? 

BF: Well we didn't, the only thing that we, the only thing we 

had politically in the shipyard, was you had, you had your 

certain, you had your Left, we'll say you had your real Left 

Wingers, we had your Trotskists, we had Stalinites; and 

they changed. And in the shipyards in those days, they pre-

sumedly were workin' in close contact with Russia, which 

they weren't, cause there was things taken, there was things 

taken facin' the Russian front and,:.that, and had, they were 

far out of, they were two years out of line in alot of the 

ideas that they put forward or that tried to follow. I mean 

I'd had close contact with that. And we have the same thing 

in sections today, we have the same thing, I can see it in 

different sections, in the union. No we didn't, we, that 

was a big thing, we had, we had 37 that were organized in 
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BF: (cont) the real Leftists, I mean· ·r·e:a:l Left. We had 37; 

and their idea, their big thing was to stretch the meeting 

out at night, and stretch it ·.out and stretch it out till it 

gets one o'clock in the morning, it gets one-thirty in the 

morning. And a bunch has gone horne, and once, once you got 

down below 37, why they'd slap a motion up; and they're aut-

ornatically pass it. And (laughs) the big one, the big one 

that used to try to work was, send the petition back to 

Ottawa, this was the favorite sport was to send the petition 

back to Ottawa under the union's heading you know. We had 

lots, that was the, were one o'clock in the 

morning; and we had, we had to sit there because if you got 

down below the 37 regulars that come out, why next thing 

there's. gonna be a petition going to Ottawa, or they could 

sign the Treasury off (laughs) in those days. Those were, I 

mean that was part of the ga ... 

SD: Well how did the membership feel about that? 

BF: Eh? 

SD: How did the membership ... 

BF: Well the membership said that we just had to be enough sit, 

stay out till the meeting's adjourned, that was, lots knew 

what was tryin', and we didn't mind a petition goin' under 

the union; but alot of these petitions were personally or 

politically slanted; and we didn't, we wer~articular in 

gettin' slanted; while we.were Socialist minded, 'ft.Te weren't 

particular on getting slanted with the union in those things 

in Ottawa. Oh vJe had some good times, we had the Machinists 

went on strike· in ~1\]'innipeg, or went in on a general strikiin 
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BF: (cont) Winnipeg. But we had, we had two or three go back, 

ones that were, that had been workin' in the union pretty 

high in Winnipeg; and the result they went back as International 

representatives and that; and they were about as Right Wing 

as the Left Wing was Left. And we had quite a time, till we 

had them out here; we give them such a good ride out here, 

rough time. 

SD: When was that strike? 

BF: Mnmh? 

SD: When was 

BF: Oh, that strike, strike back there, that's an aftermath of 

the 1918 set-up, where they're ... 

SD: Oh I see, right, sure Winnipeg. 

BF: Yeah, yeah. 

SD: Oh I see, right. 

BF: That was on the, that was I mean that was after First War strike, 

the. general one out here, you see, in many unions the Right, 

what you'd call the real Right Wing, were involved and they 

carried on; there wasn't enough opposition to overrule the 

Internationals and that; and they had their field day for 

quite awhile; they just run things. Small dictatorship in .-
itself it was, till it come on in later years--I always re-

member when we got one out here, we really give him a good 

time. We had this one that was that was a Canadian Inter-
f.:; 

national representative. And he'd come this (lr\' 

vi') 
he'd come through , -~ the R±ght Winger in the set-

up; and of course he'd carried on';' You see, they always have 

the power from the International, they can step in and grab 
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BF: ( cont) yotl1 funds and your books you know and all that. 

SD: Put you on to trusteeship? 

BF: So, yeah, we had, I always remember this one or two, we 

give them a real good time out here. And then I was dif-

ferent then, more militant I guess. Back in New York where 

we go to the Convention, I have, see I didn't,,I forgot I 

had it, they gave me a life membership, .. and jurisdiction, 

any'thing in jur·isdictional powers to settle. In those days, 

and this New York deal, of course I'm new to union business 

back in the early '40's there, and I, I learned alot of 

things. I'm surprised, I'm surprised that they were rec-

ognized, it was a good education because I found out the 

United States wasn't one country; they got about five countries 

in one, the Southern States, the Far West, the New York area 

and that were all United States; when you talk to delegates 

from those sections, they were the United States. And of 
that 

course, the big one was mere liable to expulsion was one, 
J* 

we cut out the word "White candidate", "nothing but a White 

candidate", and fortunately Washington/and California had 

cut it out, never used it in their you know in their ritual. 

And under that circumstances, if it had been worth their 

while they could have kicked us all out; if we'd have been 

one little small bunch or something, one local, why possibly 

that would have happened. But the South were pretty tough, 

you know they were pretty tough on those angle\} 

SD: Did you defeat them? 

BF: :M.nmh? 

SP: You defeated them though didn't you? 
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BF: Well we went along, it was up to them. Their next action 

was was to to, if they'd a had their ways, possibly the 

Deep South would have defeated us, cause they had a racial 

problem which we didn't have, I don't know whether they 

had or not. And they could have, they had the power because 

we didn't follow the constitution, you know. Ah, I don't 

know , it ' s a , , " 

END OF SIDE II 
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