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SD: I was going to just ask you to go over the basic information 

you've given me~when we were talking, so can you tell me 

how you decided to get a job in the shipyards? 

LS: Well, it was because my dad had put my name down, because 

they were going to try out girls working in the shipyards, 

and, they were going to start off with about, I forget 

now, if it was five or ten,of them, just to see how they 

would work, and if it did, then they were going to start 

to hire more. And I think that it went over very good, 

because it wasn't long before they started to hire more and 

more of them . 

.SD: Were, do you think, why were you favoured for a job in the 

shipyards? 

LS: Like I say, I think it was because my dad worked there. 

SD: 

LS: 

SD: 

LS: 

And they wanted, relatzves of applicants to be working there. 

Now, I don't know what the reason was, but , maybe it was 

just to keep an eye on them. To make sure that they wouldn't 

get hurt, or whatever. I really don't know. 

What had you been doing before you applied for a job there? 

School. 

What was your, what were ¥our career intentions ? 

University, and then 
wa.stJ·f' 

Jflh> so~l7ad 
I wanted to goAof medicine. And, there 

jus~any money there, because I know, I asked my father about 

it, and he said he just couldn't afford it, andcso, ,f-hen I 

accepted it, and, took a six , a business cou:se at night, 

six months, and I took up shorthand, typing, junior business, 
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I'd 

LS: (cont'd) junior bookkeeping, and, after A finished, this is 

when my father had put my name in, and after comparing the 

wages from both ends, I found that it would be a much better 

paying job, so I thought I'd try it. And , I found I liked 

it. It was easy, and I found it easy. 

SD: When you thought about going into that kind of work, it's 

really different from office work or clerical work, what 

did you think it would be like before you went in? 

LS: Well, I think all the the big machinery and, the shops and 

cranes and , what do you call those, cranes, they werea 

bit frightening. Because you're not used to it, but, it 
(.fNM) 

didn't take more,Aone or two days, to get used to it and 

know how to be careful or, or to work with it, so I blended 

in very easy. 

SD: Were you afraid the work would be really difficult? 

LS: No, I was, a fitter's helper, in the shop. And, I, the 

template would be down on the plate, and you'd mark off 

the templates, and, I found it very easy. 

SD: What was the template? 

LS: A template is like a wooden frame that you put down on a, 

steel, or a beam, and then you mark it off, so that itmuld 

be cut, or burned, or the rivet holes would be allmarked, 
--#ley~ aJJ r 

or whatever. And you just, ,' J1pa:tts of the ship, I guess. 

Templates, like, you know, whatever you happen to be marking. 

SD: So, wh~t the fitter would do, is, would , he'd basically 

prepare the pieces to •.. 

LS: Yes, and then the pieces would be sent to the burner, or the 

the, wherever it had to go, like where, if the plate was, 
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LS: (cont'd) say this long, and tee, the, you had to cut a piece 

that was this long, it would all be marked off and after it 

was all cut and everything, then it would be taken,and I 

guess obviously fitted on to some part of the ship. 

SD:.. When you came in, in the very beginning, were you given any 

kind of training? 

LS: No, in:fact, the man that I was helping, said that I had 

caught on so easy, Lin fact that he found that I was just 

as good as a man helper, if not better. And when I was 

offered another job out of the shop, I think about six or 

eight months later, they asked me if I wanted to go and learn 

to be a burner, and I thought no, I don't think I'd like that. , 

all that smoke and, the fumes that come off of it, I didn't 

think that it would be healthy, so , then Mr. Martinni came 

and asked me personally if I wanted to go on the ships, and 

be a shipswtight's helper, and that paid more, so I t!lpught, 

" I well, gee, I'll take that, because I found-him very good, he 

was always sort of stepping me up, so the shipwright, his 

job was to lay the superstruc- to mark out the superstructure, 

on the top deck of these, ships, which would be the housing, 

and the the cabins, the cabin, you know the housing orythe 

top deck? And his job was to lay it all out, and measure it, 

and mark it out, and when everything was brought up on a 

crane and set down, it would set right on those markings, 

you know what ship is and all that housing that's onmp 

of the, top deck, and I helped him. And then, I guess, I 

must have been with him for about a year and a half, 
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SD: Can I just ask what exactly, what the helper did? 

LS: Well, like, he'd have to measure out, and I'd have to hold 

the tape, and then take a punch and a hammer, and then 

punch little holes all the way down this marks, so that, 

because you couldn't use chalk because th~y'd rub off, 

so you'd have to make all these little marks,with a punch 

and a hammer, and measure out, help him measure out things, 

mind you he was a , the one that was doing al~he brain 

work, I just had to go behind and make sure that I punched 

it all out properly. And ""~made no mistakes, because, you 

know, it had to be done right. And simple again, it was 

no problem at all. In fact, he told me the same thing, he 

~ n 
says;As far as having a boy helper or a woman helper, he 

• p 
says , I wouldn't find any difference at all. So, I was 

with him for quite a while, I forget now allfue time that's 

gone by now, a year I guess, when they came and asked,they 

were picking about ten or fifteen women to go on the carriers 

and it was a selection because, I think there was about six 

hundred sailors living in on these carriers, because they 

were living in the carrier, they were sleeping, eatingand 

doing their drills, and whatever, and they were making a 

very tight selection on it because I guess they just wanted it 

decent, I don't even want to say decent girls, but they 

wanted girls that had very good morals, I guess, because you 

could get into trouble working with six hundred meri on fue 

ship every day, you know what I mean? So, don't pu1that on 

the tape, I'm trying to figure. point it out to you , so, 

r.·· 
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LS: (cont'd) that was the reason why they were picking them. And 

they asked me, if I wanted to go. That I was picked, but it 

was my choice. And on that, I was electrician's helper. And 

the money was better. so I thought,~wel,lt isn't very far 7: 
from South Burrard, I think I'll try it. Now the reason.'for 

their, them putting all these little extr~s into these 

aircraft carriers was that the English had pneumatic signals 

on the carriers, which transmitted messages from end or 

back and forth across the ship. And the Americans wanted 

an electrical system put in i1case the pneumatic signals 

got in a blowed, blowen up , out by a gun or something, and 

then they wouldn't have no way of transmitting messages. So 

they wanted the electrical transmission too. ~here you could 

pick up a phone and talk, you know? You know what the 

pneumatic signals are like? Do you know what they are? They 

were like little cylinders about that long, and about that 

round, and put you message in there, and put a top on it, 

and you put it in this, like a pipe, and then shut the little 

door, and, push a button, and the air would shoot the cylinder 

to wher~ever it had to go, and then the other person, they'd .._ 

open up the cylinder and get the message at the other end. 

So that was the reason why they were sending electricians 

and some helpers over to install these the electrical~rans-

mission sort of a thing where you could speak more,and not 

depend just on the pheumatic signals. And then I worked 

there, ·until all that was done, and then I went into the 

industry again, when the war work was over. 
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SD: So, the cylinders were just around eight inches, cy two? 

LS: Ya, See, you',r+oung, but if you remember Eaton's, you 

know Sears, do~ntown? 

SD: Ya. 

LS: It used to be called Simpsons. They used to have them in 

the stores, for, if you went to a cashier, and you wanted to, 

and you paid for a purchase, and it was fifty dollars and 

they didn't have change, they'd put it in a little signal, and 

send it up to the head office and then the head office would 

open it, make the change and send back the proper change. So 

~~~if, you're, you're not old enough to, I mean, you're too 
' \~ l., 

~~.~ ~ young to know that, but that's what they used to do in 

~ 0' •ft. }.., u..1t;:j j some of the stores. And it was sort of like, that's how they 
\f 'i..' ~ · ;:\ I think, 

1' ' ('rj 6J sent things, and it wasA pushed by air some type of air 

SD: That makes sense, OK, what year do you thin~ it was that you 

went into the shipyards? 

LS: About '41 I guess, 

SD: So that really was right at the beginning? 

LS: Ya 

SD: And, the other women that you went in with, were, did you ... 

LS: Well, a girlfriend of mine, that went to school with me, she's 

in the States now, she married an American so she's been 

living in the States for about thirty-five yeaFs, I had mentioned 

to her that I was going to, that my father had put my name in 

and, I was going to , he was going to get me a job because 

like, there was a little waiting period there, and~e said, 
~ ~ 

I said, well do you think would you like to come·~nd try,I 
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LS: (cont'd) says, maybe my dad will put your name down too. And 

so he did, and they called the both of us, so both of us 

worked always together. And, she went on the carriers too. 

We were picked, we were always picked, I don't know why, 

maybe it was because we were always very proper, and in those 

days it was a little different than today. 

SD: And then, afterwards was there a big influx of women? 

LS: Oh yes, after that, the really hired, like they were hiring 

them for passing rivets, and learning, they were beinq 

taught how to burn, and to weld, and to just about do anything, 

if they were, if it was possible. And it was shortly after 

that when they saw that it was really working well, I don't 

think two, three months went by , and I guess they must have 

talked to the different men that had girls helping them, and 

asked them what they thought. Must have been a very favour-

able report, because after that they really started to hire. 

And they were going to North Shore, there was a shipyards in 

the North Shore, two of them, I think, and so they found it 

very , it worked very well, so they really hired. 

SD: How Jdid you feel being one of the first, did you feel pressured? 

LS: No, because we were in the shop, and not right out on the 

ships, with all the, men working all around you, In the 

shop, it was a:little bit more , well, only a few men, like 

yoJrehelping your fitter, and there might have been five 

fitters over here, and about six or seven over there and at 

the very end of the shop, they had welding and burning, which 

you rarely ever got down there. So that you weren't mixed 
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LS: (cont'd) into it, too quickly, so that by the time I left 

the shop, and went on the ships, by that time you were 

really used to working with men and everything else, and it 

was nothing. I always stuck very close to my fitter,or my 

ship, or the shipwright, and, the ship fitter like, and, 

I just never found any , problem to it at all. And I didn't 

think any of the other girls did too. I never heard ofthem 

saying anything. 

SD: Did you, in the beginning period did you want a lot to be 
WQl\\d 

successful so other women,Acome in, was that something that ... 

LS: In that line of work? No, not really, my ambition was to go 

to school, and I, all my friends had either dropped outcr 
that was 

quit in Grade 9, 10; I think I was the only onefistill going 
'\ 

' 
to school. And I deeply wanted to carry on, but in Grade 12, 

I'll tell you, I had one skirt and blouse I wore the whole 

year. And on graduation, I didn't even go, because,· it re-

quired getting a dress, and shoes, and you know the,whole 

thing , and there just wasn't any money. So, I just told 

the principal that I couldn't come because I was going to 

start a new job the next day and I didn't think I could~ 

to the grad and stay up late and get up to work, because I 

wasn't about to tell him. But, my ambition was to go on to 

school. And as far as war work and things like that, then I 

got married after,when I was twenty-three, so, if I had~gone 

into , my mother had died when I was ten, so, my father really 

wasn't there to sort of guide me, I was tr~ing to figure this 

all out myself, but I think if I had a went into the office 
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LS: (cont'd) world, I do think I would have gone to the top, 

because I have that, within me, you know? 

SD: Ambition. 

LS: Ya, just like my oldest son, he went right through seven 

years of university and ranked right at the top, scholarships 

and everything, but not one time did I hear c{complaint. He 

he's the type that would go over broken glass to get there, 

and I think I would have been the same. But as far as' 

war work, I couldn't see myself wanting to succeed in that 

type of work, because it's a man's world. What are you 
,ofll"ce

going to do? Really. In our day, it was mostly the¥ 

in that you could sort of get anywhere with ... 

SD: So, did you tend to see doing this for the duration of"':t.he 

war and then ... 

LS: And it's a job, and it was paying well, and I was helpingD¥ 

dad, sort of, keep the house going, my brother had joined 

the navy, and, that's about all. It wasn't because, but I 

think if I had had a little guidanee at home, more from my 

parents, I would have gone into the office world, because I 

did go on interviews and , I could have got in at, it was the 

stoekbrokers on Dunsmuir and Granville there~that needed a 

junior secretary. And, I was asked, I was favourabl:ey, re-

ceived there, I could have gotten that, I was interviewed at 

a bank at Cambie and Hastings as a junior bookkeeper, and, 

where else did I go? I could have got into that field. But, 

like, the money was very poor. And, I didn't, I picked that 

because it was better paying. But I think if I had gone into 

the other way, I would have, then my ambition would have 
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LS: (cont'd) carried on into that field. 

SD: What, how old were you when you started to work in the 

shipyards? 

LS: About eighteen, nineteen, eighteen. 

SD: And did you get married while you were working in the shipyards? 

LS: No, no,no, I met, my husband long after I had quit the 

shipyards. Although he's born and raised right here, about 

eight to ten blocks from here. At the time like, you know. 

SD: When did you leave the shipyards,in what year? 

LS: Oh, boy, I think it was after the carriers were finished. Now, 

I can't remember. 

SD: What happened to the work.Did it start ... 

LS: Well, the carriers were finished, the all the extras they 
the 

~ 

to put on them were done, I could have went back to South 

Burrard after that was done,but, I had two, three girlfriends 

that were working just , here and there and everywhere and 

when I got a job at McGavin's Bakery, which was paying very 

well, in fact that was, I could have got, gone up the ladder 

there, because the, the forelady was going to train me to 
4~0 

do wedding cake decoration andAwhen she was off to look after 

the floor, and then I told her not, that I was getting 

married, and I didn't want her to go to all that trouble to 

train me and find that she had wasted her time because I 

was leaving. But , she told me herself, I said to her, I says, 

you know there's girls, women working here for twenty years 

and I've ohly been here two, could cause a lot of dissatisfaction 

because, they would have the seniority, but, she said I h~d 
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LS: {cont'd) ability, so ... and that paid good, I was making 

more than my husband at the time. 

SD: Did you keep working after you married? 

LS: No, no, because I felt that, I had my first son and then 

\\ 
thought, no way, I says, I'm going to stay home and raise 

my children instead of having babysi tters lookingf.fter them 

and bringing them up 1
: that was my, I figured that if you're 

going to work, don't have children, if you're going to. have 

children, stay home. 

SD: How, when working at the sh;Lpyards, did i.t ~ in any way · · 

affect the way that you saw yourself? Like were you proud 

of being able to do that kind of work, or ... 

LS: Not really, because, Sarah, no matter what, as I was young 

or growing up, no matter what I was being taught, I was 

a quick learner, I could pick it up like this, and I found 

everything quite easy, and , it was war work but it was, 

the Selective Service , when I went in those days they 

had a Selective Service instead of Manpower~what was the 
there 

reason I went A for, now, I forgeb now , was irfnetween, I had 

to, after I had been up South Burrard to go the carriers, I 

had to check in with Selective Service for some reason, they 

wanted me to go in the airforce. 'cause they figured I had 

a lot of potential, and I could, go into some career inthe 

air force, but my dad wouldn't hear of it, so f in those days 

a little different today, Sarah. You just didn't go and do 

those things, like, you had to stay home and be home·until 

you got married. 
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SD: So he had veto power. 

LS: Ya, so, I guess I had some opportunities in those days, 

but, things, you just had to stay home if you were a girl, 

you had more opportunity if you were a boy. You had more 

freedom and , you could, like , I was in Grade 12 and I 

had to be home at nine o'clock. That's how it was in those 

days. And, never mind, go in the air force,or anything like 

that, so, But I don't regret it. I raised my boys, they, 're 

both professional boys today, and I think I did my job and 

they've come to that conclusion that if you have children, 

it's best to stay home and raise them. Because they could 

be a problem later on, because =~they don't know where they've 

been at;they've got this babysitter now, and an-other later, 
<-/ 

and another one later, so I don't regret it. 

SD: Was the work physically difficult, did you find it .•. 

LS: No, I didn't. No, 'cause I was always very athletic, ln 

school, I was always in track and basketball and , very 

athletic, swimming, I was great in swimming, so that anything 

physical, I found easy~ because I was athletic. 

SD: Right, so it was like sort of carrying ..• 

LS: Ya, 

SD: Did other women, or girls find it physically hard, do you 

know? 

LS: Well, the ones I always csurrounded myself with found it ceasy, 

and they liked it. And, they wouldn't have left for another 

job because, it pleased them. And in those days, the money 

was very good, compared to what it had been before the war 
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LS: (cont'd) so, a lot of people went in because it was well 

paying, and because it was war, you know, it was a war effort_ 

SD: Was there a sense of patriotism? 

LS: Yes, a lot of that. 

SD: How ·did that come out:on the job?i(Well you were diligent 

and you did your work, and you didn't try and pretend-to do 

it and, you never missed a day or anything{ you had to be 

very sick or something if you missed a day. And you put 

yourself out one hundred percent, you just didn't fool, 

you know. That's how I did it anyhow. An~ think most 

of them did. 

SD: Was evidence of patriotism stronger amongst women, or was it 

pretty evenly ... 

LS: I think it was about even. 

SD; What about absenteeism amongst women,did most women show tp ••• 

LS: Well, amongst the group that I was always with, because we 

had two three friends that we always stuck together with, 

very little, very, very little, I know I never missed anything. 

And I think it applied to all of them. I think they all, were 

pretty good in that respect. 

SD: Did, working in the shipyards, in anyway change your lifestyle 

having that much money coming in, or.~? 

LS: Nope, not at all. Because I was helping my dad keep the house 

going and that, no, it didn't change anything. 

SD: Was it shift work? 

LS: Yes. 

SD; How was that? 
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LS: Not bad. I didnt:like it, it sort of vatied the, the, time 

SD: 

away, and then I got so that they kept me on days steady. 

I wasn't long on shift work where they wanted me to ~~stay 

on days and so, but, I didn't mind _shift work, even after 

I left the shipyards, we were at jobs where shift work and, 

I didn't mind it .. 
1.0ho _f 

Most of the women who worked in the shipyards, \( l.fou encouV'\f)';eeo, 

were they single women, or there married women there too? 

LS: I would say they were mostly single. The majority were 

single. 

&D: Was that a hiring policy in any way? 

LS: You know, I can't remember. It could have been. Maybe the 

Uni61\ would know •. But, it ·;·seems to me the majority 

were single. There might have been a few married ones, but, 

I don't think they would have made it a policy becaase :if ,:the 

married ones were working, their husbands were probably in the 

forces. I really don't remember, Sarah. 

SD: I was going to ask you some questions about th~nion, how was 

the union, how was the union's attitudes towards women coming 

into the ship yard? 

LS: Very good as far as I was aware of. And , no, I don't remember 

now, did they have women shop stewards? YOu know, I think 

they did. 

SD: What union were you in? 

LS: The Boilermakers' Union. It's up here on Charles anqNanaimo? 

SD: Right. Were you in there, in that union from the beginning ? 

LS: Yes, right from the beginning. 
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SD: And did you have full' .union rights from the beginning? 

LS: Yes, I think so. 

SD: Some of the craft unions didn't allow women to vote and 

restricted them, 

LS: No, I think that we had everything that anybody e$se, that 

the men had. 

SD: And, 

LS: Any grievances, and complaints, we could have gone to the 

sh0p steward freely and said anything we wanted to. 

SD: How did you find out about the union? 

LS: Well, it was when we were accepted for the ···job, then we had 

to , sign up for the union and all this, you know, it was 

all part of starting the job, and, having a physical that 

wasn't part of the union, I think that was just somthing 

we had to be done. And we went into the union. That way. 

SD: And, I wondered about the kinds of jobs avaflable to women 

in the yards, like were there any jobs that women could 

not do in the yards, were women restricted from~prentice-

ships, or ... 

LS: 
be-

Well, I think it woul#all the heavier jobs. Like riveting, and 

stagehands, which are putting up all those hea:V'ycstaging around 

the ship, just the heavier jobs, but as far as welding,burninq, 

fitters, helpers, riveters, not riveters, that would be·too 

heavy; catching the rivets, all that was open. 

SD: How did you find out about opportunities in those kinds of jobs 

that -:'required more skill, would you be contacted by manage-

ment, or ..• 
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LS: Well no, they contacted us, I was asked~two, three times if 

I wanted to take any of those things up. And, I just didn't 

think that all those fumes from welding and burmi~g would do 

a person any good, so I just thought, no, my health was a 

bit more important. 

SD: Probably a wise decision. 

LS: You're not kidding. Because in ~those days they didn't have 

the precaaitions they have today. So, 
'-./ 

SD: Were there, there were women in those jobs? 

LS: Yes, yep. 

SD: What about seniority, did women have equal seniority with men, 

were you on the same seniority list? 

LS: Un, you mean as far as being 2laid off, and things. like that? 

SD: Both working into more skilled jobs, and also layoffs, 

LS: Oh, I think they would have favoured the men in those days 

~a little bit more. I'm sure of it, 
l 
.·cause it' s only recently 

that there's been more equality. But, they found thatfuey 

fitted in very well, and they ;:cwere able to do the work very 

well, and there was no problem in the work that they had for 

women, so. 

SD: How about lay offs? 

LS: It went with seniority and ability. They coupledthe two. 

SD: So, could that lead to discrimination in any way against 

women, were women laid off first, oro.? 

LS: Gee, how I don't know how the layoffs would have:applied. As 

to preference, maybe they would ,. have preferred men. I think 

in those days it would have, but they, I found them fair.And 
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LS: (cont'd) they always, it always based on seniority and1hbili ty 

together. For lay offs or promotions, or whatever, so I 

found the union very fair, and the management very fair; I 

had no, I don't remember ever having any problems or getting 

in a snit over anything, because everything seemed to be 

very fair. 

SD: What about equal pay? 

END OF SIDE 1 
TAPE 1 

TAPE 1 
SIDE 2 

LS: I don't how to answer that, because I don't know if a man 
was 

burning and a woman that was burnin~ould be getting that 

the 
pn0 1 

same;i or not, 'cause I wasn't doing that at the time f 

I was more of a helper, and, it seemed to mefuat if, they 

had a, young boy work, helping, or a girl, they would have 

been paid the same. But, I don't remember. If you· talk 

to Marge; she probably will be able to tell you. Because 

her husband was a burner, and maybe he can remember back, 

if the pay was equal. 

SD: What about the attitudes of men when you cam~ into the shipyards, 

was there any ... 

Ls·:;: No animosity at all, that I saw. Because as soon as they got 

eighteen or nineteen then they were called up into the~orces? 

unless they were not physically fit. Then they'd be back,but 

other1·1ise they'd be into the wherever they picked, army, 

navy, or airforce, and then they'd be gone, so that they 
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LS: (contld) needed the women in there, I think. Because the 

turn~over on the men were,slowly, I mean were quite rapid. 

Especially the young men. The older ones were not physically 

fit, well then, they kept working, or if they had families, 

and then they were sort of cnot, how would you put it, if 

they had dependents they weren't taken as quickly as ,the 

single ones. 

SD: 
\.I 

And also it was a priority industry, right, s~magine they 

would maintain some skilled workers there. 

LS: Well my husband was called up and he worked in the shipyards 

from fourteen. And, did they give him an extra six or eight 

months-and then he went into the army. If were single, I 

think that they , didn't give you as much priority as if you 

were married with dependents, and then they gave you a little 

more time. 

SD: Did a lot of the women who worked there, ~1\lere they wives 

LS: 

of men who worked in the shipyards? If they were married ... 
\]lOW• 

I don't remember,~ think they would be , no I don't think 

they '1\lere wives of people who worked there , it would be 

more, if they were married I think their husbands probably 

were in the forces. But I don't think there was as many 

married women as all that. 

SD: Did the men talk at all about the atmosphere having changed 

because women had come into the shipyards? 

LS: Not that I remember, everything seemed to be .. in fact every 
had 

time when IAleft the shop to go to the ships, he hated~ 
I 

see me go~because he said that he hoped the next helper was 
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LS: (cont'd) as efficient as I was, so I was always complimented 

on the way up, but , they all seemed to be pleased. 

SD: Well, the stuff I've read suggests that women were really 

skilled at that kind of work, and took it very seriously. 

LS: I know we all did,and no matter what job I had, I T;always 

made a point of doing my work well, as well as I could, to 

the best of my ability# 

SD: Could you tell me a little bit about any union involvement 

you had while you were there, even going to meetings, 

LS: Wel~being young, you go to meetings and they don't seem to 

have the importance that ' 7 they would if you were older, 

you know what I mean? We went to meetings and we all listened 

very dutifully and , agreed with everything that our member

ship told us to , was good for us and that was it. But when 

you get older, you sort of , understand more about everything, 

so you~-attitude might have been a little fdifferent. But 

everything, we never had any problems in that direction at 

all, everythigg , we were well looked after by the union and 

the management was very fair. 

SD: When you say "well looked after," what do you mean by that? 

LS: Well they made sure that we were all, we got all our,what

ever we had coming to us, proper restrooms, good working 

conditions, proper, the best, the safety at the time that 

was there, and, any complaints were always followed uprr 

there was any, no I found them very good, the union and the 

management. There would seem to be no friction there in those 
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LS: (cont'd) days, maybe because of the war. 

SD: Were there production committeesunjvo-management committees? 

LS: Gee, I don't remember that part, there could have been. 

SD: And, were there complaints that you had, or other women who 

worked there had around the working conditions? 

LS: No, except,. just to make sure that because tney had toput in 

restrooms s~parate, and all this, and all that was done by 

management. And at that, it was all done properly, there 

was, didn't, I don't remember ever hearing any complaints. 

SD: How about dress cod~, what did you have to wear? 

LS: We had to wear coveralls. Because they were the safest. 

SD: 

You know, you'd put yourr;~lothes underneath, and pull the 

coveralls and zip them right ,up to hell:e, and then make sure 

so that no sparks or anything could fall inside and burn you, 

you know the sparks from welding, or burning, or rivets or 

·anything, and then gloves, 'cause ~he sleeves would come and 

gloves, and if you were on the ship you had to wear hard hats 

and glasses, so you'd get nothing in your eyes, and, if you 

went between decks, you always stuck some cotton in your ear 

or something for the noise. -Because now they have better 

safety, but they were fairly good. 
we-tV 

What about, were there areas in the ship thatAparticularly dirty 

or wet that you had to work in? 

LS: Not that I had to . Some of the girls might have , down 

between decks, or something, but I was always on the top. 

And, in the shop, no,I can't say personally that I had any 

problems. 
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SD: Did you have to deal with being afraid of heights all? 

LS: No, I never was afraid of heights. 

SD: It would help 

LS: vcause I know it was, climbing all that staging up and down 

the ships, but that's like I say, one thing that never bother-

ed me at all. Being athletic, I think • 

SD: Was there any kind of social . , 

LS: There must have been. A lot of social 1 like the dance oncre 

""" every once and a while or a get together, but, I never~tend-
'--

ed them. 

SD: In terms of the union, do you remember any of the big debates 

that were going on at the time? While you were in there? 

LS: No, I don't. 

SD: More like day to day union activity, shop stewards being 

available, occasional meetings ... 

LS: Yes, and I think they got along fairly good because of war, 

and you didn't want to stop anything, and everybody bent and 

it worked very well. 

SD: Do you remember, any women who vvere particulary active wL thin~ 

LS~ No, I don't remember any women, wanting to get into the 

actual unions. 

SD: Did a2lot of the women who worked there, did they meet men 

there that they eventually married? 

LS: More than likely, because I know a few did. But, I kept myself 

very much, like when I worked on the carriers , God, youknow 

if you didn't have fifty invitations a day, you didn'tmve 

one, and I never went out with one of them, because, I just 
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LS: (cont'd) kept to my friends and people we knew, and boys we 

knew and,we didn't go out much. It's not like today, Sarah, 

I'll tell you! You just didn't do too much,'cause you weren't 

allowed to , parents were very strict, and , So, like I say, 

I didn't go out with any , anybody, but I imagine there was 

quite a few that met and married while working together. 

SD: Do you remember any discussionsamongst women around wanting 
I 

to keep jobs in the shipyards, or to just stay in the labour 

force after the war? 

LS: There could have been. Because it was, well, I found the 

work easy, and it was good paying, and it was healthy work,we~ 
I'm 

out in the open, andJ\sure lots of them would nhave wanted 

to stay, but then, after the war all the shipyards just shut 

down, because , there wasn't the work there any more. 

SD: Was there anxiety amongst the women about what they'd do 

after the war? 

LS: Not that I saw. 

SD: There was no fear of a depression, or anything lik~hat? 

LS: No, Were there women with children working in the yards 

who talked about problems with shift work, or child care, 

or anything? 
0 

Ls-:, No, I don't remember anybody that I associated with hav~ing 

children, they were all single. There could have been,but 

I can't see, there could have been, I guess, but none that 

I kne'l!l. 

SD: Did you come from a family that was particularly pro-union? 

LS: No. 
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SD: Was :it a conflict at all becoming a member of a trade union? 

SD: 
f.e,l-1' 

That - comfortable? 

LS: Oh yes, 

SD: What kind of attitudes were there , not so much in the:,:'•lship-

yards, but within the community towaxs women who were working 

in those kinds of jobs, did you get support from people, 

questions? 

LS: Well, never got any put down on us, no, not that I know of, 

'cause everybody was working, that was the main thing,you 

were working~ 

SD: So most people .. 

LS: See, previous to the war jobs were very hard to get, and, I 

don't remember everyBoBy, anybody, feeling put down because 

of working in the shipyards at all, I know I never felt it. 

SD: Is there anything else you think is important· to mention 1 
LS: No, not reallyp 

SD: Allright, at the height of women being in the South Burrard 

yards, how many women were there about? Do you remember? 

LS: Oh, there was quite a few; I couldn't tell you exact~numbers, 

but there was quite a few, so it got so that it was, it 

looked about, maybe not even, but, and everybody was happy, 

everybody seemed, a happy atmosphere with it all.Yes, very. 

Maybe men enjoyed working with women, I don't kn~w, maybe 

it made the day more pleasant. 

SD: Did people joke around on the job a lot, oro •• 

LS: Well, I was always with my shipwright up on the top decks,but 
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LS: (cont'd) everybody seemed very happy, there was a very 

happy atmosphere, all the time,that I always seem to feel, 

no matter where I went, with my, with my ship there. 

SD: A :c:woman ::I interviewed described when she came into the 

yards that the guys kind of used to play a lot of practical 

jokes, and they kind of tested her in some ways, did that 

happen to you at all? 

LS: If you had to go to the tool room to getBa, say they sent 
( :)U(YI P.ln') 

you for a wrench or something, well, they maybe, they might 

have did it once or twice, t.and they'd say, now make sure 

you get a left-handed wrench, well, there's no such a thing, 

but you'd foolishly ask the man in the tool room for a left

handed wrench, and then he'd laugh, and then say it~, it· 

was just a c:joke, but nothing great. Just something I guess, 

just for a little bit of a joke or whatever, nothing great 

though. 

SD: Did people socialize on lunch hours, or after? 

LS: Wel~, possibly they did, because, if my fr~ends in theffiop, 

we'd all get together and eat our lunch, there was ~unch 

room there too, to go ihto, for the girls, and I guess~they 

SD: 

LS: 

had a lunch room, a canteen for the men, or you just sat 

right out in the open, it depended on the weather, I guess. 

But, I guess they did, whoever you worked with, you all sat 

together, you know for lunch, or in the canteen. 

Were there lay offs during different seasons during the year? 

No, it was pretty steady. Because the work was alwayithere. 

And it's , they needed help, or somebody went because of a 
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LS: (cont'd) reason, there was always somebody replaced all the 

time. 

SD: Was it, hard to work in the rain? 

LS: Well, I was always in the shop, or up in the top o~he ship 

which was always covered with tarpaulin or something, but, 

you get used to it, I didn't mind it, you were dressed for 

the weather. And, it just didn't bother me any, I don~t 

think it bothered any of the girls, 'cause you dressed for 

it. 

SD: Were there many accidents, 

LS: I guess there would be. I remember a man falling off the 

top of one of the ships, off the staging, and I'm sure he 

died. But, there had to been accidents, just like any job, 

maybe: broke your finger, or burn~ yourself, or pulled a, 

broke a le~, or something, but I don't rememer anything great 

hap- anything happening amongst people I knew. Like anybody 

getting, hurt, I know I never was hurt. And believe me, 

I did a lot of climbing all over those boats. You get so that 

you're always nimble and you know what you're doing. 

SD: After the war did have any, after you were married, did you 

have any involvement with union activity after that, or&~ c 

LS: Not really, my husband's been in the Boilef~akers' though, 

since fourteen, and, so, I've always believedfu the unions, 

believe me. Because you always knew you had somebody to 

stand op for you. If you needed them. So, I was always a 

very, a person who always believed in unions. So, 

SD: Was there , a contact between women who had worked in the 
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SD: (cont''d) shipyards after the wa;r:...f 

LS: Well, my girlfriend went, she got married andffie lives in 

Seattle, and, when she's here we see each other once in a 

while, and , no, ya, my other girlf~iends, worked, well they 

worked about three months in the shipyards, and then one 

got burnt with a rivet, and scared her andffie went into 

working at a lunch counter or something, but, we always 

stayed in our circle of friends, and a lot of the girls that 

worked in the shipyards, I never saw any more, but I wasn't 

really in with them because, it, you're scattered all over 

the place in those, f.n those ships and I just had two, three 

girlfriends and we just met at lunchtime and we walked home 

together or went to work in the morning, I don't know,how the 

rest turned out. 

SD: Do you know if there was a lot of turnover amongst th~omen? 
LS: I don,•:t think so. I don't know. 

SD: Most of them could hack it J ihe~ 'd 

LS: ya, 

SD: 

LS: ~ Well, the burning, they were;cgoing to teach me, it vas like 

the plate would be on a long table, like this big steel plate, 
RUN 

and this burning machine was on a little track, and. on 

this track, and you just set the burning machine up and it 

would burn along, and you would stop it and set the machine 

again to follow any of the lines that you drew out, because 

you'd have to , it's like a template, the steel was all marked 

out and you just followed your marks, I could have picked that 
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LS: (cont'd) up in a hurry, but , I don't know who told me, was 

it the first aid, or someone said that th~fumes could bother 

a woman, as far as when it came to when she was ready to 

have children or something, you know/ now whether there's 

any truth in that, or not, I don't know. But I thought 

to myself, no way. I'm not going to have to worry about 

that. But, looking back, I don't think I would have done 

it in any case because all that smoke and all that fumes, 

yoJr~breathing it steady, I'm sure it wouldn't have done 

you any good. 1 
i' 

) in those days. So I don't 

regret it. But , I was asked. And I don't know how many, 

there wasn't that many asked, I turned it down forhealth 
f 

reasons, I didn't think it was healthy enough. When it 

was ... 

SD: During the depression, 

LS: During the depression, well, we always ate well,my family, 

and we always had a good home. But, there was no money extra, 

you know, any extra money for candies)o/shows, or like that, 

but I remember, always eating well; I'm healthy to this 

day, I must have ate well. And, having a good home, but 

not too many clothes, usually you didn't have much of a 
'JOU 

choice if you wanted to get dressed up andjlmaybe had one 

dress or something, 

SD: I guess your dad worked steady if he was in the shipyards? 

LS: Ya, he worked because he was past the age of going into 

the forces; he was in the First World War, and he was on 

a pension because he was in France, for four years, three 
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LS: (cont 1 d) and a half years out of the four, right in·:'Vi!ny 

when they had the Armistice, in fact he's in the-Archives 

of the Vancouver City Hall, I think he held theflag here, 
{what) 
that >they brought over from France for November the 11th, 

and it had a big hole in the flag that they brought right 

from France. And he was an acting sargeant, instructing 

sargeant of some kind, and he joined up here,in WhitehorseJ 

and went, six months he was in France, and," so he couldn't 

have been called up anyhow,because his chest was sort of 

damaged from mustard gas, in those days. So, 

SD: But, he was he able to work during the ~hirties, like he 

kept a job .. 

LS: Off and on ; not very well, because due to that poisoning, 

that mustard gas, he didn't get a cold, he got pneumonia, 

because yout, chest, it did something to your lungs, that 

mustard gas, and, but he got a small pension, andvhether 

he was able to pick up a few dollars here and there and 

everywhere, to supplement it, but I remember living well, 

eating ~emd, and having a good home. Always a nice home, 

better than most of my friends, put it that way. 

END OF SIDE T1riTO 
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