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[Opening text] 

This video was inspired in part, by the unease I experience in the lesbian community when I became 

lovers with a woman a few years decades older than me. The inability of many to be positive, deal with, 

or accept us sent me on a search for the source of this discomfort. How many of us are really in 

relationships exactly equal in age or race or disability or class? 

 

Erin Graham  1:22   

Would you take this woman? 

 

Paula  1:24   

People of different ages have a different sort of beauty to them. People who are younger tend to be 

considered prettier, cuter. People who are older tend to be considered handsomer. 

 

Pat Hogan  1:36   

Beauty is in the eyes of the beholder. 

 

Erin Graham  1:39   

Are YOU ageist? 

 

Molly Morin Starlight  1:42   

Grow up. Become a human being. Open your heart and your mind. But then if we did that, we'd have a 

perfect world. [chuckle]  

 

Pat Hogan  1:51   

In terms of, you know, the magazines and the things you read and so on, you don't often see featured 

women that are older for something or other. I mean there are some, but not a whole lot. 

 

Mik Syroid  1:52   



And as far as coming out, my mother just said to me, you know, "Are you going to be one of those?" and 

I just said, "Oh mom," and that was the last thing we ever said. 

 

2:15 

[Text: “Young fool”] 

 

  2:17 

[Text: “Old maid” “Old fool”]  

 

Irene Grayston  2:18   

My name is Irene Grayston. I'm 80 years old.  

 

Mik Syroid  2:23   

Mik Syroid and I'm 58 years old. 

 

Paula  2:27   

 My name is Paula and I'm 16. 

 

Erin Graham  2:29   

Erin Graham. I'm 37. 

 

Micah Waskow  2:31   

Micah Waskow. I'm 51. 

 

Greta Hurst  2:33   

My name is Greta and I just turned 64 years old last week. 

 

Judy Lynne  2:39   

 I'm Judy Lynne and I'm just about to turn 57 years old. 



 

Molly Morin Starlight  2:43   

Molly Morin Starlight. I'll be 35 this June. 

 

Carol Demech  2:47   

My name is Carol Demech and I will be 53 in a few weeks. 

 

Pat Hogan  2:52   

Pat Hogan and I'm 61 years old. 

 

Paula  2:55   

 Do you consider yourself ageist? 

 

Judy Lynne  2:57   

Of course I am. 

 

Irene Grayston  3:00   

I don't think so. 

 

Micah Waskow  3:02   

Yeah, I think experience counts. There are all sorts of things I can share with someone who watched the 

same television shows when they were kid that I did, knew what disco was the first time, who 

remembers a man landing on the moon and remembers Kennedy being shot, and remembers the civil 

rights movement and what it what it meant inside to watch that happening. 

 

Erin Graham  3:23   

Possibly...  

 

Mik Syroid  3:24   



I don't discriminate at all my friendships go from very, very, young to very, very old. I don't hardly know 

that many gay people anymore because they've all headed to the Island or taken to the hills. So, I spend 

a lot of time, because of where I used to work in schools, with high school kids, and that's really great, 

because you can tell the kids, hey, it's okay to be who you are, that the girls don't lock into this left Van 

role. 

 

Adrienne Bradley  3:54   

What age differences have there been with your lovers? 

 

Erin Graham  3:57   

Is that like a lover or like an event? I'd say six or seven years is the is the broadest age range.  

 

Carol Demech  4:04   

More than 20 years. 

 

Molly Morin Starlight  4:06   

I was very young and I didn't see anything wrong with dating somebody older, though my friends had a 

problem - saying that they were using me or whatever and this and that. And I basically told them to 

shut up. They didn't know what they're talking about and jump into my skin and that's when they could 

tell me what to do. Eight-year relationship with a woman who is older who I knew wouldn't go out with 

me because she thought I was younger - which I was - so I lied about my age. I said I was 25 instead of 

just turned 22 and then we dated. 

 

Carol Demech  4:41   

I actually dated a few older women in my 20s - women who were in their 50s.  

 

Irene Grayston  4:46   

10 or 15 years. I don't know that age was a factor as just personalities were different. And she'd had a 

tendency to where she'd – you’d describe it as verbal abuse. That sort of reason is, I think why we didn't 

keep on seeing each other. 

 

Greta Hurst  5:06   



Well, honestly, I couldn't call it relationship; it was a two-month affair. I was in my mid 40s - I think I was 

46. She was 20 and I think she felt a little sensitive about our age difference. I honestly didn't even 

notice it. She thought that people were looking at us on the street. She once told me that. I realized that 

it was illegal because she was under 21, so I was quite amazed by all this information. 

 

Carol Demech  5:39   

Other people's attitudes? I never cared what other people thought. When I was the older woman and it 

was a younger woman, when I was in my 30s and the woman was 18 - I was in my late 30s - I sometimes 

wondered, but I knew it was an affair. It was fun. 

 

Pat Hogan  6:04   

Probably about 30-35 years, the first one I'm thinking of. I think that in some ways the age wasn't 

relevant but there were times that I was very aware of her age, you know, in terms of differences in 

attitudes about things. And the other one I would say not, and she had been brought up by her 

grandmother and was more familiar or more comfortable with people older. 

 

Adrienne Bradley  6:28   

Do you have age limits on whom you would date? 

 

Mik Syroid  6:31   

I do now, mostly because of disabilities, and, I mean, I wouldn't want to be with somebody who is an 

avid mountain climber or biker or whatever because she would have to do that all on their own and I 

don't think that would be fair. So, I will probably relate more to a person much in my situation so we 

could go at the same speed in the same place. 

 

Judy Lynne  6:59   

I think I do, partly because at 57 I feel that I'm much more selective than I did in the past. And I feel that 

if I were to date, which I'm not doing at the moment, -that's an ad – I would like to have a relationship 

and I would like it to be someone that there's some real commonality that I could age with, you know.  

So, I would want it to be someone close in my age. 

 

Micah Waskow  7:30   

I probably would not find myself very attracted to someone younger than probably about 45, other than 

a sort of “Gosh, isn't she decorative,” sense. 



 

Pat Hogan  7:42   

I haven't really thought about in those terms. I think it's more of the person than the age. 

 

Irene Grayston  7:48   

No. 

 

Greta Hurst  7:49   

In the past, I have always dated women at least 10-15 years younger than I am. But my present 

relationship, she's only four years younger than I am, and it feels different. It feels really comfortable. 

 

Erin Graham  8:05   

Would you date this woman? [Photo of a young adult woman] 

 

Mik Syroid  8:09   

No, I would not date this person. I think she would be dangerously young. 

 

Paula  8:14   

Yes. 

 

Greta Hurst  8:16   

Probably not. She looks too young. 

 

Molly Morin Starlight  8:18   

Yeah, it looks kind of fun. 

 

Judy Lynne  8:21   

Oh gosh, you're talking romantically. [pause] Yeah. 

 



  8:27 

[Photo of an older woman] 

 

Irene Grayston  8:30   

Yes. 

 

Greta Hurst  8:31   

Very close to me in age and I think, yes, I would. 

 

Molly Morin Starlight  8:34   

Yeah. 

 

Judy Lynne  8:36   

Yes. 

 

Paula  8:37   

Yes  

 

 8:38 

[Text] They didn't know it, but the next 2 photos are of the same woman. At age 29 and 78... 

 8:40 

[Photo of 29-year-old] 

 

Judy Lynne  8:43   

This is crazy. I'm just looking at a picture…I don't know, you know, I mean they're wonderful. They're 

beautiful women. Yes. 

 

Molly Morin Starlight  8:52   

Maybe. Looks like trouble. 



 

Greta Hurst  8:56   

I don't think so. 

 

Pat Hogan  8:58   

Yes.  

 

Mik Syroid  8:59   

No. 

 

 [Photo: Same woman at 78-years-old] 

 

Paula  9:02   

Maybe. 

 

Molly Morin Starlight  9:04   

I don't know. 

 

Greta Hurst  9:06   

She looks like one of the dykes out of the 50s, and sure, I'd date her. 

 

Pat Hogan  9:14   

I don't know. 

 

Mik Syroid  9:16   

I'm yes. 

 

Paula  9:17   

 Would you consider dating a 19-year-old? 



 

Irene Grayston  9:19   

19-year-old? [laughs] Can't imagine it, but it'd be, it would be nice to talk to a 19-year-old person if we 

have interests in common. 

 

Paula  9:33   

Yes, well because of my age 19 - isn't that big of a difference. 

 

Pat Hogan  9:38   

That would be strange but who knows. I mean it could happen. 

 

Erin Graham  9:43   

I think it would feel kind of kind of Svengali-ish. A little worried about the power differential. That's 

different for women than it would be for a man and a woman - they can, older man and a younger 

woman. Not ruling out the possibility but have some problems with it. 

 

Micah Waskow  10:02   

No. I teach 19-year-olds. 

 

Carol Demech  10:07   

Oh, yeah, why not? 

 

Adrienne Bradley  10:10   

An 80-year-old 

 

Irene Grayston  10:11   

Yeah, it would be great. 

 

Erin Graham  10:13   



Not likely. I just be a little twitchy about going out with a woman who's old enough to be my grandma. 

And, also, going out with women who are old, you know, young enough to be my daughter. 

 

Paula  10:25   

If I felt about them the same way as I feel about somebody who's my own age, and I didn't feel there 

were big differences in our thinking, and our way of acting in a situation, I probably would. 

 

Judy Lynne  10:38   

No. 

 

Pat Hogan  10:39   

I don't know. Again, I guess it would depend on the person and, also, how much we have in common.  

 

Micah Waskow  10:46   

No. 

 

Greta Hurst  10:47   

Not likely, because I'm fairly physical. I like to do… 

[Text: “Little old lady”]  

…a lot of sporty kind of things. 

 

Carol Demech  10:57   

Now, think about it. Why not? Life's too short. 

 

Adrienne Bradley  11:00   

[Reading] You have a canoe. And that canoe has a river. And that river does not end. And you watch the 

river flow, and watch it flow. And watch the leaves change color and watch your hands turn eight-years-

old in the middle of a river bend. You hike 13 miles at the end of the day, and that is how you rest. So, 

let the young one sleep. Let the whole world sleep. You will sleep when you have to. You are crossing 

the water, crossing the water. And there is so much water left to be crossed. 

 



Paula  11:46   

What age generally are your close friends? 

 

Irene Grayston  11:49   

The closest trend I have is about 40. Most of the people I talk to are in their 50s.  

 

Paula  11:56   

In between 15 and about 20 or 22. 

 

Carol Demech  11:59   

I have friends 20s to 80s. 

 

Erin Graham  12:03   

I have two close friends in their 50s some friends in the 30s. 

 

Pat Hogan  12:08   

Anywhere from 20s up to 50s or so. Probably not too many my very own age.  

 

Paula  12:16   

What's the age of your oldest friend?  

 

Molly Morin Starlight  12:18   

I'd say about 87. My ex-students I had taught some beading to. 

 

Paula  12:23   

60 or 65. And I met her through my mother. She was my mother's old teacher. 

 

Mik Syroid  12:29   



83. And she is sort of grand. She's grand to everyone. I buy all the makings for the soup. She makes the 

soup, and she looks after my little one when I'm not around – my little one being four legged, of course. 

 

Erin Graham  12:47   

My oldest friend is 79. And she and I used to work together 10 years ago. We don't see much of each 

other but from time to time I go and hang out with her and we go to Granville Island market or 

something or I help her with stuff around her house. We talk on the phone, you know, every month or 

so. 

 

Judy Lynne  13:03   

 Lorna Obermeyer and she lives in New Denver. And she is an artist, and she's 75 years old. And she's 

just a very special person who inspires me to be like her when I'm 75. Who inspires the creative in me. 

 

Paula  13:25   

What's the age of your youngest friend? 

 

Judy Lynne  13:28   

I think my youngest friend would be Jacob, and he's eight. He's my neighbor, a lesbian friend - she and 

her partner had Jacob together. 

 

Pat Hogan  13:41   

Probably someone in their late 20s. And I have different circles and communities of friends. And so 

basically, their relationship to me would be friendship peers.  

 

Paula  13:54   

My youngest friend is probably 15. And I just know her through school. 

 

Micah Waskow  14:00   

I have a friend who is in her late 30s. She knows more about mathematics than I do. And because I teach 

mathematics, she's someone I can ask questions of. 

 

Molly Morin Starlight  14:09   



One is 17. And she is a friend's daughter. She really looks up to me and work. I'm quite chummy with 

her. 

 

Paula  14:21   

What is old? 

 

Mik Syroid  14:22   

10 years older than me.  

 

Irene Grayston  14:24   

100, I think. 

 

Judy Lynne  14:26   

It's when you don't move as well as you used to when you when you forget things.  

 

Erin Graham  14:34   

Grandma's old. She's 87 and my mom's old. She's 65.  

[Text: “Old senior”]  

But, also, I'm old, you know, to my 19-year-old friend. 37 is really old. But it's not a negative thing. 

People say to me, “Oh my god, I just turned, you know, whatever - 31 or something - and I better get in 

gear. I better get doing stuff” and whatever. Well, you've been doing stuff, you're gonna keep doing 

stuff. Like relax. You have to get older, you have to get old, and it's fun. The older I get, the better I like 

me.  

 

Pat Hogan  15:07   

65 and older - who may not consider themselves old, but other people their age would be old. But it's 

also it's a negative term for the most part. I think that most people avoid the word. 

 

Judy Lynne  15:21   

When you're stiff, when you can't do the things that your younger friends can do, feel pain, not being 

able to do those things. 



 

Greta Hurst  15:31   

A state of mind. A very narrow way of thinking and that could be any age. It's overt. I get ignored, unless 

I have established who I am in the community. 

 

Paula  16:04   

What is young?  

 

Erin Graham  16:05   

Young is five, young is 12, young is 20, young is 37, you know, if you're 72. 

 

Molly Morin Starlight  16:12   

Immaturity.  

[Text: “Kids immature”] 

And I would say not knowing oneself. 

 

Micah Waskow  16:18   

My first image of young would be my students. There's a sweetness about them. 

[Text: “Sweet young thing”] 

There’s a naivety about them, there's a sense of hope mixed with the most astounding cynicism.  

 

Greta Hurst  16:30   

A zest for life. A desire to explore new things. A desire to try anything. 

 

Judy Lynne  16:43   

I feel young in my mind, but I feel like I'm aging in my body. So, young is having freedom to be who you 

want to be, being able to be silly and playful. 

[Text: “avoidance – the averted gaze is the whip of our system” Baba Cooper] 

 



Mik Syroid  17:09   

I felt excluded in the gay and lesbian community both because of age but more so because of 

disabilities; things that just if a person isn't disabled in one way or another, they don't notice it and 

never think of it. 

 

       17:23 

 [Text] “Where you from, girl?” 

 

Irene Grayston  17:25   

We were brought up on a farm in the North Okanagan. My parents were both from England. They came 

to Canada in 1912 and 1914. 

 

Mik Syroid  17:40   

My cultural background is my mother was Swedish. My father was believed to have been Asian or First 

Nations. I was adopted when I was six years old after spending some years in the Catholic home. My 

parents that raised me were Austrian and background from Italy with a Yugoslav name. So, we have a 

great variation at this point. I identify with First Nations and Japanese. 

 

Paula  18:13   

I was born in Brazil, but I grew up here in Canada, so, I have a very Canadian kind of a culture. 

 

Erin Graham  18:18   

My people have been in Canada for, I don't know, three or four generations. Scots-Irish kind of 

background. Able bodied asthmatic. 

 

Micah Waskow  18:29   

I am a Jew by choice. That's a very important part of my identity. My folks are Scots-Irish, and I 

emigrated to Canada when I was 19 from the southwestern U.S. 

 

Greta Hurst  18:43   

Born in Quebec and my parents are European. My mother was Norwegian and my father was German. 

 



Judy Lynne  18:53   

I was born in Canada and I grew up in the east, in Ontario, of working-class white, Anglo-Saxon, 

Protestant family. 

 

Molly Morin Starlight  19:07   

First Nations, from Alberta, raised quite traditionally. I was raised by my stepfather who is Spanish, so I 

grew up dancing around my mom playing castanets. 

 

Pat Hogan  19:20   

My grandparents on both sides, I believe on one side - I'm not totally certain - are from Ireland, and I 

grew up in New England in Connecticut. 

 

Carol Demech  19:29   

I'm an Italian-American. 

 

Adrienne Bradley  19:31   

How does your cultural background affect your attitudes to age? 

 

Judy Lynne  19:37   

I don't know. 

 

Pat Hogan  19:38   

In the era that I grew up in, the attitudes toward older people - even though I don't think I live this 

lifestyle - I just think, “Well you shouldn't be doing this” you know “at your age” and “Look at her at her 

age and she's wearing ....”. That kind of thing.  

[Text: “Past it”] 

So, I think that there's that little tape that sometimes is in the back of my head. 

 

Mik Syroid  20:00   

In the First Nations I am considered an Elder, and to be an Elder the only age qualification is 55. But 

that's a real minor qualification. It's what you have to offer and it's a matter of wisdom and are you a 



healer or not a healer? There's so many other things that matter more than age. With the Japanese it's 

the same.  

 

Molly Morin Starlight  20:26   

One is respect, and the second is remember the first one. And that's pretty well it. And so, respect is for 

yourself and for others, so you treat other people with respect regardless of age.  

[Text: “Little upstart”]   

When they're younger, though, it's a little harder, I think. 

 

Micah Waskow  20:48   

I've never thought about it. 

 

Carol Demech  20:49   

I have sisters and brothers in their 70s, and my youngest sister is 49. So, I grew up with this family that 

was...Anna, my oldest nieces were 50, 49, and the youngest is 14. So, there's always been this wide 

range. I never thought of someone 20 years older than me as old, or were 20 years younger than me, 

particularly as young.  

 

Erin Graham  21:14   

I was raised up to be heterosexual. They have some kind of thing about age that's kind of different from 

lesbian people. We're kind of making it up more as we go along, like our relationships to each other in 

terms of age and class and racial background and all that stuff. 

 

Pat Hogan  21:33   

And there is an attitude that, you know, I know a lot of times people say something and I'm sure they 

mean it to be kind – “I never know you were that age” or “You don't look your age” or “You while you're 

doing that” and “You're so and so”, and I think, oh why not? I'm alive. Why wouldn't I? 

 

Adrienne Bradley  21:54   

Beauty and age? 

 

Irene Grayston  21:56   



I think some people are very beautiful who are old, and I remember one friend in her 70s, perhaps, but I 

thought she was beautiful. I was in my 20s. 

 

Erin Graham  22:11   

We're so focused on being young and slim, and it's hard to break through all that, and figure out what 

beauty actually is. I think there's beauty everywhere. 

 

Judy Lynne  22:21   

Beauty to me is an internal kind of thing. I'm very aware of how I'm not as pretty as I used to be in the 

physical sense. 

 [Text: “Hag Crone”]  

And so, I'm self-conscious about that. I feel less desirable and so I can only imagine that that's going to 

continue and that I'll feel more of that when I'm in my 60s and let other women of that age also feel that 

way - self-conscious of our bodies and our wrinkles and our sagging flesh and our slowness and all that 

kind of thing, 

 

Molly Morin Starlight  23:03   

Older lesbians: Don't be afraid if there's a young lesbian looking at you. Because I went to a dance in 

Edmonton and there was this beautiful woman. I just couldn't take my eyes off her. she had completely 

gray hair. she had beautiful earrings, short cut hair, 

 [Text: “Cool chick”]  

Very nice physique, you know. Id recognize she was older, but still, I was just like…ohhh. Just had 

goosebumps upon goosebumps. I was looking at her and I went running up to her because I was so 

intimidated not to ask her to dance. I went running up to her and asked could I have this last dance. 

You're just a knockout. You're gorgeous. And she's “well, thank you.” I said, “no really” said “are you 

single? you know. And then her partner came with her coat and put her coat on. Her partner kind of 

stepped in front of her and said, “thank you very much but we're leaving now.” So, I think to me, it was 

like I was just struck. She was just such a gorgeous woman. It was just something she just had that none 

of the younger girls really have.  

 

Adrienne Bradley  24:08   

Have you experienced ageism in the lesbian community? 

 

Irene Grayston  24:11   



Not wholeheartedly welcomed.  

[Text: “stupid” “wise”] 

More ignored. 

 

Erin Graham  24:18   

No. 

 

Paula  24:20   

I think a lot of time there's an idea that we don't know for sure what we are. 

[Text: “Girl” “Grrrl”]  

The sort of people who are older tend to treat us kind of like, “Well, you know, if they think they're gay 

we should humor them.” And sometimes I find that a bit patronizing because I knew ever since I was, 

you know, four or five, that I was different than other people. 

 

Pat Hogan  24:47   

Condescending or whatever attitude towards someone young, but they have a whole life in front of 

them and that will change, you know, the attitude. Whereas someone older who are making ageist 

comments about them - they're seeing them as over the hill… 

 [Text: “Over the hill”]  

…or out of sight. 

 

Molly Morin Starlight  25:05   

 When I was younger, I felt like a spring chicken kind of thing. Some older women would be looking at 

you like… 

[Text: “Teeny bopper”]  

…little chicken hawk or something. But then once I got to talking to them and all that attitude can have 

dissipated. So, I think it really depends on yourself and how you take it, and as an older lesbian, I've 

never had that problem. They might say stuff like “Oh, you're really cool” or they'll say “oh, you know I 

thought you'd be a little different.” I'm like “Oh well. I thought you'd be a little smarter actually.” 

 

Greta Hurst  25:38   



People who know me normally say things like “Oh, you don't act your age, you don't look your age.” At 

one time I might have felt complimented by it right now I feel also offended. 

 

Micah Waskow  25:56   

I feel very old, and arthritic, and lumpy to boot if I go to a place like Charlie's, where very young women 

are dancing. No one's excluding me. It’s simply the fact that that lifestyle tends to belong principally to 

younger people.  

 

  26:13 

[Text] Are there any lesbian groups you belong to which are age specific? What do you get from that 

group? 

 

Paula  26:21   

I go to a youth group called Gab at the center downtown and it's for people who are under 25 and I 

think it's just a good chance to meet other people who are young and who are gay that I wouldn't 

necessarily meet at other times. So, I think it helps me to identify with other young people.  

 

Molly Morin Starlight  26:41   

I was playing baseball for the above 35. Still a lot nicer as there's not so many positioning and not so 

much chicken hawk or rooster strutting going on there; there’s some, but you know, it's a lot more 

tame. No one expects you to be like the best athlete in the world. I am kind of perturbed about all this 

native youth stuff because it cuts off at age 28 or 30. There's stuff for the Elders, stuff for the youth, but 

there's a generation they're completely forgetting in Canada. So, not empowering my generation that is 

the generation that the native youth look for the role models. 

 

Carol Demech  27:22   

I belong to a group where the women are over 40 and I wonder what the hell am I doing here, but I 

think because we have experienced some of the same things in life. I remember things that happened in 

the 1950s. I was born in the 40s and the world has gone through a dramatic change in the last 50 years 

so someone who can relate to that who actually experienced it, so, I think that's what I why I go there. 

 

Judy Lynne  27:54   

I'm in a MOB discussion group. There's also a MOB, not to be confused with the mob potluck groups. But 

my MOB discussion group is a group that started MOB – it’s the Menopausal Bitches - and we started 



because we wanted to have a discussion group, a support group, for going through menopause with  

lesbians. Now we're all post-menopausal. We've just continued to meet. What I get out of that is that I 

have a connection with women who are experiencing aging, and experiencing what that means to us in 

terms of our sexuality, in terms of what's happening with our families, when in terms of how we 

perceive ourselves, and how we think others perceive us, and all of that. It's important to me to be able 

to do that with people who are going through it at the same time I am. And we go through it differently, 

so it's good to experience that diversity. 

 

Paula 29:01 

[Reading] Meeting young gay people was really profound for me. It changed me a lot; gave me a lot of 

strength. Don McCausland, age 17. 

 

Adrienne Bradley  29:08   

Tell me about coming out.  

 

[Text: “Baby dyke”] 

 

Irene Grayston  29:10   

I was about 35. I went to Los Angeles and I got a friend of mine - whose husband was in the navy - who 

found a lesbian bar. And I talked her into coming with me one night to this lesbian bar. After that, I went 

a number of times that same summer. I was able to meet lesbians and go out with them, have lunch 

together, go to the museum, go to the beach, things like that. Of course, they were all strangers to me, 

but they were more-or-less my age to 35 or so. Really, really, nice to find. I found that there were 

women who didn't mind if you put your arms around them. It was a great revelation to me.  

 

Mik Syroid  30:10   

61, in a little place called Ladner, where you didn't come out - you fell out. I guess I was 12. There's 

never been any question with me as far as my sexuality and I'm grateful for that. I've met so many 

people that haven't come out until after they'd been married and had children. They feel like they've 

missed so much of their life. I've always known. I was in school and one day all of a sudden this dawned 

on me that I was quite jealous about this boy and his girl. And it just hit like the light - I wasn't jealous 

about the girl I was jealous about the boy. Back in the 60s it was very different than it is now.  We had a 

lot of establishments that were very unique. Too bad that they weren't on video. We had the Montreal 

Club, we had the New Fountain, we had The Stanley, we had The Vanport. They weren't safe places, but 

they were so much more fun, more personality, more people involvement - in all ages - were together. 

 



Paula  31:17   

I came out when I was in grade eight so that would be three years ago. I was 13 and that would be - oh 

no, I'm so bad at math - probably 1997-ish? And I came out during a trip with my class to a camp on the 

Vancouver Island and I had a friend who I sort of suspected was gay and so I came out to her. 

 

Adrienne Bradley  31:55   

What's it like for lesbians in their teens? 

 

Paula  31:57   

When I told my sister, she had a friend who was very openly lesbian, and she told Katherine and 

Katherine took me to Gab. So, I think I was pretty lucky in that I did find a community to sort of be 

around. 

 

Erin Graham  32:16   

I think it's probably a little easier to come out as a young woman than it was, even when I came out, and 

then it was I think I had a pretty smooth ride. But it's also easier in the big city. It's usually hell in a small 

town and I don't think that's changed too much. 

 

Mik Syroid  32:34   

I think that right now it's - for the young people - it's very, very, safe. People like myself and older that 

made it that way, and because we fought, and the chases by the police, and if we didn't get hit at least 

four or five times a night. In other words, the [police] lights would flash, and everybody would have to 

hide the bottles and so on, and to be roughed up. The Stone Wall and stuff - that was very real. Because 

of us in our marches, and so on and so forth, the clubs now aren't in the dingy basements that they used 

to be, and we weren't underground anymore. 

 

Molly Morin Starlight  33:15   

To be more out there and it has a lot to do with the legislation in B.C. I believe, in all the all the strides 

forward. Because of me being a lesbian in Alberta, in Edmonton, it is much of a cloak and dagger kind of 

experience.  But it seems to be better. They seem to be a lot more friendlier, and they don't need to go 

through the whole drug and alcohol thing as my generation, I think of lesbians, had to go through. There 

was a lot of alcoholics a lot of drug addicts in coming out. I think we're really…and then the generation 

before me complete pioneers. 

 



Paula  33:58   

[Reading] I don't find support from the older gay community - I don't mean to be attacking here - but 

they almost have a perspective that gay youth really don't exist or have needs. They don't really 

recognize it could be really influential in the young gay kid’s life. Don McCausland, age 17. 

 

Adrienne Bradley  34:14   

What about for lesbians over 60? 

 

Paula  34:17   

I know of a couple of people that I just met. They were volunteering at the center. I haven't really had a 

chance to be anywhere like lesbian bars or places like that - because I'm too young - where I might have 

met people who are older. So, I really haven't had an opportunity to be around older lesbians. 

 

Erin Graham  34:42   

Difficult. I'm sure they struggle with the same kind of invisibility that all women… 

[ Text: “old bag” “old bitch”]  

…have once we reach a certain age, we all become kind of invisible. 

 

Molly Morin Starlight  34:53   

I think here in B.C. they're just having a ball. I go to a thing called ballroom dancing every once in awhile. 

Really, they’re going there to get quite tipsy and then try to ballroom dance - it's quite dangerous 

actually. But there's a lot of older lesbians there and they just dance beautifully. I know there are some 

lesbians in the writing community who are writers and editors here in the city. 

 

Greta Hurst  35:18   

I still think we're quite invisible unless we have some sort of position as either writers or actors in the 

teaching profession. 

 

Irene Grayston  35:35   

I do find being 80 is a lonely time and I do find that finding somebody else 80 is an impossible problem. I 

don't know how to solve it. I'm sure there are others were 80 or 90 who do know how to solve it. 

 



Mik Syroid  36:05   

Rather much out of the picture. There's a few that are still very able-bodied, so they go to the Lotus on 

the over for the night.  

 

Pat Hogan  36:15   

Because of when they came out, or because or if they always felt they were lesbians, or whatever, but 

because of their age, they are still very closeted. They're not active in the lesbian community, whatever 

that means. There are others who are/have been political activists and who are out there and are still 

being very active and very visible. As many varieties as there are women.   

 

 36:40 

[Text] Whatcha wanna say about ageism? 

 

Paula  36:44   

I think that ageism is prevalent in any community. It needs to be thought about more, it needs to be 

addressed more, because it tends to be part of something that people just brushed aside. There are 

other problems that people think are more important. 

 

Molly Morin Starlight  36:59   

If there are some young people who are ageist, then be careful, because you're going to be there one 

day, and everything you do comes back to you. [___]. That is Spanish - means “good for you”. It was very 

much a curse. 

 

Greta Hurst  37:18   

I find it very offensive. I feel denigrated by it, I feel put down, I feel very invisible - as if my years count 

for nothing. 

 

Carol Demech  37:30   

I think we have racism and sexism and ageism in a phobia and all sorts of other things. I would like to see 

more of a dialogue; the entire populace of British Columbia become aware of that, of ageism. Along with 

look at the [LGBTQ] center there - you can't even get up the steps if you're disabled. 

 

Mik Syroid  37:54   



Whereas Across the Border - they are the only group that I'm aware of right now that are trying to make 

everything accessible. They have people that are dancing in chairs. They've moved through venues so 

you can get in them with wheelchairs. Whereas with a [____] band, they haven't done anything, and it's 

not accessible and the concerts are not accessible. And as a longtime – I’m a lifetime member - I can't go 

to the concerts.  

 

Paula  38:19   

[Reading] If someone would have been out at my school, if the teachers wouldn't have been afraid to 

stop the “fag” and like jokes, if the school counselors had been open to discussion of gay and lesbian 

issues, perhaps I wouldn't have grown up hating what I was. And perhaps I wouldn't have attempted 

suicide. Kaylee Santanas, age 19. 

 

Pat Hogan  38:39   

In this, still, this sort of attitude: “I feel like that they're over the hill” and “Didn't they do a marvelous 

job.” Now shove them off in the corner into their rocking chair. 

 

Greta Hurst  39:02   

[Reading] Old ages and calm. Fires burn in the bodies of old women. Flutes sing in their ears and they fall 

in love now and then. All women dream of dancing in moonlight and of being held. Old women want 

you to hug them and to feel your warmth. I will not speak to you in platitudes. Words of wisdom. Be like 

me. I do not have a rocking chair. I have no pattern for younger women. 

 

Paula  39:37   

[Reading] If the two people involved really care about each other, and it’s a quality relationship, and it’s 

not one person taking advantage of the other, then it's okay. I've noticed in the queer community that 

there are a lot of couples with big age gaps. Lisa Campbell, age 18. 

 

End 
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